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This Month’s Message from Pastor Josh
As I write this, we’re experiencing
scorching hot days during the month of June,
with the summer of 2018 shaping up to be
extremely warm. That has been particularly
obvious to me when I venture bravely out
beyond the shade of the tree in our backyard, into the full force of the sun’s rays. The power of
the sun is hard to miss, but it is especially glaring (pun intended) as we approach the summer
solstice on June 21st, which is the longest day of the year (and therefore the day with the most
sunlight). Spend just a few minutes exposed to the sun’s brilliance and you will surely
feel its effects: your body temperature will rise, you’ll start to sweat, and before too long your
skin might start to burn!
The Scriptures often compare God’s goodness and truth to light. God’s Word is described
as a lamp to our feet and a light for our paths (Psalm 110:105). Jesus even calls himself the
“light of the world” (John 8:12). And if you spend time in God’s light, you’ll definitely feel
some effects! God’s light exposes our darkness – the sins that we may be too stubborn or too
ashamed to admit (John 3:20). But when we walk in God’s light we also find fellowship with one
another and are forgiven of all our sins (1 John 1:7)! Being in the light changes us – and in this
case, that’s good news!
The existence of the sun does not mean that we never experience
darkness. Indeed, we do see the sun set every evening and the light
fade away. In the same way, the existence of our God of light in whom
there is no darkness (1 John 1:5) does not mean that we never experience the blackness of pain, suffering or sin in our lives. We do. But
what we see in the light equips us to navigate the darkness. The
time we spend basking in the glow-ry of God, hearing the Lord’s truth,
trusting His promises and marinating in His love gives us strength to
walk confidently even through the valley of the shadow of death, knowing that our Savior Jesus walks with us. Screenwriter Dorothy Fortenberry said it this way: “My family and I don’t go to church to deny the
existence of darkness. We go to look so hard at the light that our eyes
water.”
As you spend time in the sun this summer, may you be
reminded to spend time with the One who is the light –
Jesus -- who promises to walk with you in every dark place,
until that day when night is no more, and we will live in the
Lord’s eternal brightness (Revelation 22:5).
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Prayers
► Health, Treatments, or Hospitalization

Recently included in prayers: Michael Doiel, Warren Evans, Marlin Hartman, Ray Hinz, Bob Hughes,
Gene Kohtz, Pam McCartney, Christi Molina, Carolyn Mosier, Darrel Mosier, Doris Warnke, Mary Lou
Weber.
And we continue our prayers for: Dan Barber, Tom Bennett, Kim Buss, Kiley Chancellor, Melissa Emons,
Robert Gage, Janet Hedlund, Jim Hellwege, Quintyn Hendrich, Bill Henrichs, Debbie Hohlfeld, Everett Hunt,
Janet Janssen, Kande Lindberg, Richard Lyon, Royal Miller, Denise Mohlman, Tracy Orcutt, Elaine Petersen,
Niesje Rossi, Deb Schutte, Bernard Stanley, Bryan Stanley, Parker Stanley, Jackie Waite, Don Warner.

► Sympathy
We pray for: Albert Krueger at the death of his father; the family of Marvelyn Eurek at her death;
Kathy Nelson & Karlene Reed at the death of their father; Darlene Schleip at the death of her sister;
the family of Jerry Jacobsen at his death; Gary Anderson at the death of his father; Denise Mohlmann
at the death of her step-father; the family of Susan Cook; the family of Verleen Lutkemeier at her death;
the family & friends of former member, Leon Meyer, at his death; Richard Lyon at the death of his sister: and Janice Meyer/Bryon Meyer at the death of husband/father, Larry. May each of these families,
along with ALL who mourn the loss of a loved one, find the peace & comfort found only through Jesus.

► New Life
We give thanks for a baby girl born to Lee & Maddie Fritz, and for twin girls born to Caleb & Jamie
Rundle. And, through the gift of Holy Baptism we welcome Landon Jon Thompson (son of Adam &
Melissa Thompson) and Eli Curtis Wills (son of Evan Wills) into the family of faith. God bless Landon & Eli
in the continuation of their faith journeys.

► Marriage
We give thanks with Brett Rowley & Andrean Kimminau and with Tom Mosier & Brittany Cech,
each at their recent marriages. We ask God to be with them and to bless both of these new families.

NEWS AND NOTES
CAN YOU HELP?

VOTERS’ MEETING - July 1

Fall Planning is underway! If you are interested
in helping out with our Sunday or Wednesday
education classes, please contact Vicki at the
church office.

The next quarterly Voters’ Meeting of Faith Lutheran Church will be held on Sunday, July 1 following the 10:30 worship service. This meeting is
one week earlier than our usual 2nd Sunday gathering due to staff vacations. Thank you!

BOOK GROUP –July 12, 7pm
at Dally’s Deli - South St
The Bones of Paradise by Jonis Agee
.

This book is our group’s “Nebraska Author” selection – and was a finalist for the One Book One Nebraska program. The story is set in the Sandhills
about 10 years after Wounded Knee, following the
lives of one family.

TheoPub next meets on July 5,
6:30pm at Steeple Brewing in downtown Hastings. Men are invited to
join the group for conversation and
fellowship! For more information about this group
please feel free to contact Richard Wildhirt at
KeysAndStops@gmail.com

Stewardship is: WHAT WE WERE CREATED FOR!
God has made us to be good caretakers of God’s creation. Then God said, “let us make man in our image, in
our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air. Over livestock, over all the earth
and over all the creatures that move along the ground. — Genesis 1:26
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MORE NEWS

CHURCH WEBSITE
Thanks to Carol Loetterle for sponsoring the website
this month in thanksgiving for her family. If you would
like to sponsor please call the church for more info.

FOOD PANTRY MINISTRY
Thanks to everyone dedicated to the Food
Pantry ministry here at Faith as we continue to help feed the hungry in our community.
To date we have collected and delivered 850 pounds
of food & other non-perishable products.

CAN YOU BE A HOST? On Saturday July 21st we
will be having a youth group staying over for
one night only. They will be fed and just
need a bed or air mattress. If you can host 24 out of the 17 youth and adults contact
DCE Wade Johnson at 402-462-5044 or
email him at Wade@afamilyoffaith.com.

UNITED HARVEST MOBILE FOOD PANTRY
A mobile food pantry is held the 3rd Saturday morning
of each month at 1st Presbyterian’s Annex Bldg. It’s
open to anyone needing food- no questions asked. Bring
your own boxes or sacks. They also encourage and need
volunteers to help distribute food. Come at 9:30 am (or
come for clean-up at noon.) Thank you!!

THANK YOU NOTES
I feel blessed to have had the support of members of Faith Lutheran Church and the comfort
of good council and care from Pastors Paul and
Josh during my convalescence. I’ve been in what
should be a frightening place; but throughout
this time, I have felt safely cradled in the many
prayers and positive thoughts that have come
my way. I’ve completed my treatments and am
returning to good health. Many thanks and God
bless all of you.
Betty Kort
Thank you very much for calls, kind words,
cards, food, and memorials given to our family at
the death of my husband, father, and grand
father. Our deepest gratitude to Pastors Dunbar
& Davis, Organist- Joel Jank, and the ladies of
Faith for the delicious lunch served. We celebrate Wes’ life, especially his Eternal Life with
our Savior. Blessings! Jan Lampher & family
Thank you all for the prayers & cards. This
amputation has been one of the biggest life
changing decisions I ever had to make. It helps
to know that I have my church and my faith.
Thank you for always supporting me. God bless!
Kimmi Buss

Thanks for ALL who served to make our week
of VBS Under Construction a success.
DCE Wade Johnson

Many thanks to all the youth who served at
VBS! 42 youth from 8th grade though graduated
seniors worked together to help 150 students
experience the love of Jesus. We are grateful for
their dedication to Vacation Bible School and
appreciate all their hard work. DFL Vicki Fisher
Thank you so much for the prayers, cards and
words of comfort that were shown following the
death of our dad, grandfather, and great grandfather, Marvin Scharff. It is truly a blessing and
a privilege to be a member of the Faith family!
God’s blessings! Kathy & Roger Nelson, Amanda
Phil, Megan, Ellie & Luke

The Faith Fighters Relay for Life team participated in this year’s event and raised $688, including
a generous donation from the staff at Great Western
Bank in Hastings. The team wishes to thank all who
supported them this year and invites you to join them
on the track for next year’s event. We all know someone special in our lives who has battles cancer –let’s
work together to help find a cure!

Thank you to be a part of the Christian family
of Faith. We want to thank everyone who offered up prayers, sent cards and expressed
words of comfort in the death of our dad and
grandpa, Marvin Scharff. Your thoughtfulness
and loving hearts have been felt and appreciated
as we grieve in the loss of our loved one, but find
reassurance in our Savior God’s promise.
Karlene & Gary Reed & family
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Kids & Teens
Colorado Mission Trip
9-12th grade
Please pray for those students and
sponsors who will be attending the
service trip to Lutheran Valley
Retreat in Colorado, July 22-27.
Students are: McKenna Bloomberg, Andrew
Dischinger, Moses Dunbar, Oliver Dunbar, Zipporah Johnson, Britney Krueger, Hunter Krueger,
Alexa Muske, Trev Petersen, Luke Reinke, and
Keaton Verhege, Adult sponsors: DCE Wade Johnson, JR Muske, and Dawn Petersen.

Sunday Morning Class
for 7 -12th graders
Illuminated Faith continues to
meet each Sunday morning during the education hour. The class
offers the opportunity for some study at home, then
responding to a verse or word that stood out for you
during the week through art or verse mapping. You
are welcome to bring a Journaling Bible or create
with the materials supplied. The class is open to
those entering 7th grade through adult and meets in
rooms 102-103.

SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFERINGS all
summer will go to support our Compassion International child in Nicaragua, Freddy Victorio Sanchez Sanchez.

Summer Sunday School
Summer Sunday School began
Sunday May 27th. Preschool
through 6th grade are working
on Bible Journaling Art. We will
have paint shirts as needed,
but please wear casual clothes
that you are not afraid of getting messy. Kids
bring your parents because their assistance is
needed and appreciated.

PERFECT ATTENDANCE IN→
Sunday School –
Beginners’: Julia Jabs.
Pre-School: Hannah Jabs,
Ella Martinez. Kindergarten: Ben Kuehn.
1st: Abigail Jabs. 3rd: Eva Magallanes.
4th: Anthony Kuehn.

Looking Ahead
to the Fall…
Fall Sunday School will
begin August 19.
WOW classes will kick off
on Wednesday, August 22.
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ADULT EDUCATION IN JULY
Sunday Mornings
THE SUNDAY LESSONS [E-100]- Fellowship hall - 9:15AM
This class takes an in-depth look at the scripture lessons taken from the
Sunday morning readings. Class leaders will vary.

ILLUMINATED FAITH
Using words and art to reflect on God’s Word [P-300]- Room 102-103 - 9:15AM
Illuminated Faith continues to meet each Sunday morning during the education hour. The class offers
the opportunity for some study at home, then responding to a verse or word that stood out for you during
the week through art or verse mapping. You are welcome to bring a Journaling Bible or create with the
materials supplied. The class is open to those entering 7 th grade through adult.

Wednesday Mornings
MORNING BIBLE STUDY [P-200]- 9:00am- Room 11 - Note: We will not meet on Wednesday, July 4.
Pastor Dunbar leads this group of old & new friends through prayer time, devotion, song, treats, sermon
discussion, and more! We welcome everyone to come and be a part of this wonderful Wednesday morning
group. We meet throughout the year and would love to have you join us!

Coming this fall...
Our Board of Evangelism is excited to offer the family of faith Every One His Witness…
Evangelism from a Lutheran perspective. Watch for more info in the coming months!

——————————-

Key to Adult Bible Studies
C=
E=
H=
P=

Cultural …..contemporary issue/current event
Exegetical...study of the Bible
Historical…. chronological study
Practical….. a specific issue/practice in life

100 level200 level300 level400 level-

No prior knowledge of subject needed
Some Biblical knowledge helpful
More challenging and uses own Bible
Homework and a “dig deep” attitude

July Verse of the Month →
– Ephesians 2:22
In the month of June our church family led
a week of Vacation Bible School centered
around the theme “Under Construction.”
Our God is a builder! God made a home for
us when the heavens and the earth were
created. Jesus said he was preparing an
eternal house for us. And right here, right
now, God is building us – molding and
shaping us – so that we can be a Spirit-led
community of faith where God’s truth and
love are shared with others. It’s great to be
“Under Construction” when God is the
builder!

“And in [Christ
Jesus] you too are
being built
together to become a dwelling
in which God
lives by His
Spirit. - - Ephesians 2:22
July 2018
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We invite you to Join us each Sunday
Worship at 8:00 AM or 10:30 AM
Sunday Education Hour at 9:15 AM

Staff of
Faith Lutheran Church
Office – 462-5044
www.aFamilyofFaith.com
(includes all email addresses)
Paul T. Dunbar, Pastor
462-9551 (Home)
Josh Davis, Pastor
402-705-0874 (Cell)
Wade Johnson, D.C.E.
463-8670 (Home)
Vicki Fisher, D.C.E.
462-0194 (Home)
Support Staff
Cindy O’Donnell, Secretary
Deb Henkel, Bookkeeper
Angie Nissen, Custodian

Our Mission Statement: Faith Lutheran Church is the body of Christ,
called to be the caring hands and loving voice of Christ in this world.
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Treasurer: Adam Jacobitz
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Recording Secretary: Carol Loetterle
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Board of Evangelism: Darin Clark, Bill Henrichs, Jade Bartunek
Board of Family Life: Della Bader, Melissa Schmidt, Jocelyn Rundle
Board of Finance: Mitch & Brenda Stocker, Ken Young, Scott Hansen
Linda Venteicher, Jim & Doll Wiegel, David Bierman, Ron & Linda Hemberger
Board of Lay Ministry: Ellen Jank, Gaylen Stahl, Ron Haase, Becky Schutte
Phil Nelson, Trisha Shafer
Board of Trustees: Donna Alber, Dan Michel, John Thom, Jeff Grabill,
Kathy Johnson, Tyler McCartney
Board of Stewardship: Rick Rail, Eric Arneson, Sandy Frerichs

