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This Month’s Message from Pastor Dunbar
Friends, the holidays (a word dating back 800 years as a contraction of “holy days”) are upon us again.
And some of the greatest joys of these holy days come from remembering and reliving the traditions
handed down to us, whether that’s special recipes we recreate every year, tv shows we watch again and
again, heirloom decorations we look forward to unpacking and displaying each December, or good old
songs we rehearse to set the tone for the season.
One of the oldest and best known Advent songs is the mournful melody and words of “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.” The
lyrics, first written in Latin, date back at least to the A.D. 700’s,
though it is likely even earlier, somewhere in the 500’s (yes, 1500
years ago!) They were originally created as poetic prayers, recited
in worship both before and after the Magnificat, and they were
known as the O Antiphons. An antiphon is a short sentence
chanted in worship as a refrain, and each of the seven prayers of
the O Antiphons began with the word “O” followed by a title for
Jesus based in the Old Testament.
This Advent season, we’ll be taking a closer look at each of
those O Antiphons in turn, which will not only take us deep into
the Bible and give us a greater appreciation of the hymn “O Come, O
Come, Emmanuel” but will focus our attention on the One long foretold and long awaited, the One who stands at the
center of this season and all seasons – our Lord Jesus. There are
four Sundays in Advent (itself a Latin word meaning “come”), plus
three midweek worship services – Wednesdays at 6:30 – one for each
of the seven antiphons.
Sunday, Dec. 2 – O Wisdom: We call upon Jesus, the wisest of the wise, to come and lead us.
Wed., Dec. 5 – O Adonai (“Lord”): We pray for Jesus to come redeem us with outstretched arm.
Sunday, Dec. 9 – O Root of Jesse: We praise Jesus who fulfills ancient prophecy and is mighty to save.
Wed., Dec.12 – O Key of David: We cry to Jesus who unlocks the way to eternal life.
Sunday, Dec.16 – O Dayspring/Rising Sun: We look to Jesus as our Light in the darkness.
Wed., Dec.19 – O King of Nations: We plead for Jesus, King of Peace, to come and unite us.
Sunday, Dec.23 – O Emmanuel: We sing to Jesus, the God who is with us always, even in loneliness.

I hope you’ll be able to be part of each of these seven unique worship opportunities.
Of course, there are many more opportunities to sing and enjoy the hymns of the season. Come and see
the hard work of all our beautiful kiddos performing their music-filled Christmas Program:
“Christmas Is Jesus,” Sunday, December 9 at 2:00pm. Our adult choir will lead us in a Sunday
Morning Choir Festival at both the 8:00 and 10:30 services on December 16. On Christmas Eve at
3:00, 5:00 or 7:30 join us for our traditional Carols, Candles and Communion Service. And don’t forget, the next morning at 8:00am we will sing carols to patients and staff at Mary Lanning hospital, followed by Christmas Day worship back at church at 10:00am. And a great way to close out the
calendar year is our quiet and restful New Year’s Eve Worship at 7:00pm.
So many ways to celebrate the goodness of our Lord Jesus who was, and is, and is to come!
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Prayers
► Health, Treatments, or Hospitalization

Recently included in prayers: Della Bader, Marilyn Cuba, Randy Dumler, Morgan Hanson, Dan
Harkin, Gayle Harris, Jim Hendrickson, Bill Henrichs, Karen Kelso, Leonard Kucera, Janet
Matthies, Stever Meyer, Delilah Sell, Jack Shively, Kip Sitzmore, Marlin Stahl, Junior Valle.
And we continue our prayers for: Dan Barber, Brooks Borrell, Kiley Chancellor, Tami Clay, Connie Davis,
Michael Doiel, Judy Finnigsmier, Robert Gage, Rod Hansen, Janet Hedlund, Jim Hellwege, Quintyn Hendrich,
Everett Hunt, Janet Janssen, Kande Lindberg, Royal Miller, Denise Mohlman, Tracy Orcutt, Elaine Petersen,
Niesje Rossi, Deb Schutte, Bernard Stanley, Bryan Stanley, Parker Stanley, Bob Thomas, Leota Uhri, Tina
Venteicher, Jackie Waite.

► Sympathy

We pray for Dave Hamik at the death of his father; Donna Alber at the death of her sister; and Janice
Mortensen at the death of her sister. May ALL who mourn the loss of a loved one, find the peace & comfort
found only in God’s promise made through his son, Jesus.

► New Life
We give thanks for a son born to Morgan & Bryson Henkel and a son to Ryan & Mary Gerloff; and we
praise God for the newly baptized: Weston Jefferson Frey, son of Zach & Lindsay Frey and Madelyn
Marie Olson, daughter of Nate & Kathryn Olson. God’s blessings on these children and their families.

► Marriage
We give thanks with Brent Pohlmann & Shauneen Wademan and Ken Lutkemeier & Laura Welch
at their recent marriages. We ask God to be with each of these couples and to bless them as they continue to
grow in love, keeping Christ at the center of their marriages.

NEWS AND NOTES
STEWARDSHIP IS: About ALL of life and life’s resources

!

Financial management and financial stewardship are important. If a child of God isn’t careful, the love of money can take
over our lives. God calls us to be generous for the sake of the Gospel. There is no formula for this. The scriptures talk
about financial stewardship for those in Christ as being regular and proportional and given joyfully.
♡Take a moment to read 1 Cor. 16:2 and 2 Cor. 9:7.
ON CHRISTMAS MORNING we have a
wonderful opportunity to
use the gift of our voice to
share the love of Jesus.
With that said, everyone is
invited to join us on
Christmas morning, 8:00am,
in the main lobby of Mary
Lanning Healthcare. Together we will continue our longstanding tradition of caroling to
the patients, their families, and hospital staff
who find their Christmas holiday is spent at
the hospital. ***And don’t forget you are invited back to the church to spend time in worship
(10:00am), as together we celebrate God’s gift of
our Savior.

NEW YEAR’S EVE WORSHIP
Mark your calendar and make
plans to end 2018 with your family of Faith at the New Year’s Eve
service. The service begins at
7:00pm and will include the
Sacrament of Holy Communion.

SPECIAL VOTERS’ MEETING FOLLOW-UP
On Sunday, November 11 a special Voters’ Meeting was called to vote on the 2019 church budget
and the slate of new council members. After a
time of questions and discussion both items were
voted on and approved. Thanks to all who attended.

The next quarterly Voters’ Meeting is January 13.
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NEWS AND NOTES
THEOPUB will meet on December 6, 6:30 pm
at Steeple Brewing in downtown
Hastings. All men (over 21) are invited to join the group.

Young Adult Mission Trip Meeting
We would like to offer the opportunity for young
adults (post high school through 30) to join together in a mission opportunity. Come to the
south classroom on December 12 following the
6:30pm Advent worship service to discuss the
possibilities.

BOOK GROUP December 13, 7pm
at Dally’s Deli - South St
Hans Brinker & the Silver Skates
.

by Mary Mapes Dodge

This novel was first published in 1865
and it takes place in the Netherlands.
It is a colorful fictional portrait of early
19th Century Dutch life.

From the church staff...

Pastor Paul, Pastor Josh, Vicki,
Wade, Cindy, Deb & Angie
THE CHURCH WEBSITE
www.AfamilyofFaith.com
If you have not yet visited our church’s website—why not do it today! This month’s sponsorship is provided by Milton and Velma Lisius
in thanksgiving for the blessings of sons. Call the
church if you would like to sponsor the site for a
month ($40)

Poinsettias
Just a reminder...if you ordered a

2019 Book Group Selections
Jan. 10

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith

Feb. 14

The Blood of Emmett Till

poinsettia to help decorate the church
this year, we remind you that plants
can be taken home on or after December 31. Any plants left after January 4
will be given away.

by Timothy B. Tyson

March 14 A Lantern in Her Hand by Bess Streeter Aldrich
April 11

Ordinary Grace by William Kent Krueger

May 9

A is for Alibi by Sue Grafton

June 13

The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas

July 11

Americanah by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie

August 8

There There by Tommy Orange

Sept. 12

The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks

Oct. 10

Less by Andrew Sean Greer

Nov. 14

Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens

Dec. 12

Let it Snow by multiple authors

by Rebecca Skloot

We will continue to meet at Dally’s Deli– South St. at 7pm.
Copies of the books will be available, contact Amy Hafer,
402-984-8886, if you need a copy or can’t attend a meeting.

BAPTISM CELEBRATION
All those who were baptized during
2018 will have photos displayed in the
forum during the month of January.
Please bring your photo to the church
office before December 25.
Thank you!

ADVENT DEVOTIONS
To compliment your Advent season we are happy to be able to
offer you an Advent Devotional
Book brought to you in partnership with Lutheran Hour Ministries. As an added feature of the daily devotions,
each day will end with a couple of Reflection Questions. The devotional booklets can be found at the
Welcome Desk and also at the table outside of
Room 101. A large print is also available.
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ADULT EDUCATION IN DECEMBER
SUNDAYS

THE SUNDAY LESSONS [E-100]- Room 9- 9:15AM
This class takes an in-depth look at the scripture lessons taken from the
Sunday morning readings. Pastor Josh will be leading class this month.

DISCUSSING MERE CHRISTIANITY BY C.S. LEWIS [H-301]
Class began November 25, 9:15AM in Room 102-103.

In this 8 week study we explore the historical time and place this classic
writing came out of and dive into the meaning and relevance to today’s time.
We will incorporate video, with host Eric Metaxas in England, showing us the
place and speaking with noted Historians on the subject. Participants are
encouraged to read this work in preparation for the class. Contact DCE Wade
Johnson if you need a copy of the book.

TUESDAYS
MEN’S BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY [C-100]- Ray’s Café - 7:00AM
Join the men’s group at Ray’s Café for coffee or breakfast and a time of study and discussion. All
men are welcome! Contact Bill Henkel, 402-461-6624 with questions. ***Class will not meet on
December 25 or January 1.

WEDNESDAYS
MORNING BIBLE STUDY [P-200]- 9:00am- Room 11 ***Class will not meet on December 26 or January 2.
We start the hour with fellowship, prayer, devotion, and a song. We then turn our conversation to the
sermon from the Sunday past. Soon you'll find yourself listening better on Sundays, eager to visit with
these friends, and thinking about God’s Word all week long. Pastor Paul leads this group.

EVENING BIBLE STUDY will resume on January 9.

Key to Adult Bible Studies
C=
E=
H=
P=

Cultural …..contemporary issue/current event
Exegetical...study of the Bible
Historical…. chronological study
Practical….. a specific issue/practice in life

100 level200 level300 level400 level-

No prior knowledge of subject needed
Some Biblical knowledge helpful
More challenging and uses own Bible
Homework and a “dig deep” attitude

Love and Logic Parenting Class for all ages
4 Sundays in January, 1-3pm Cost $25

This course is for parents who want to raise respectful
children who will be best equipped to become responsible, successful adults. This proven approach is practical and loving and helps build strong, healthy family
relationships. Vicki Fisher will lead the class. Sign up
by January 3rd if you will need childcare.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
UNITED HARVEST MOBILE FOOD PANTRY
A mobile food pantry is held the 3rd Saturday
morning of each month at 1st Presbyterian’s Annex Bldg. It’s open to anyone needing food- no
questions asked. Bring your own boxes or sacks.
Volunteers are also needed. Come at 9:30 am to
help (or come for clean-up at noon.) Thank you!

SOCK DRIVE FOR CAMP FIRE VICTIMS
Please help the Camp Fire Victims...we will be
accepting donations of NEW socks now through
December 15. The funds are secured to mail them
so we just need socks in ALL sizes. Bring the
socks to church where there is a collection box in
the forum. There are volunteers standing ready in
California to assist in getting them to the most
vulnerable in the community. For more information contact Robin Vodehnal at 402-705-2888 or
email robinvodehnal@hotmail.com

ZION COOKIE WALK & BAKE SALE
Saturday, December 1, 8am-Noon
Proceeds will go to the Zion Building Funds. Come
and enjoy coffee and rolls!

CHRISTMAS ABENDMUSIK is an evening of
music & readings featuring Hastings Area Cathedral Brass, along with the Adams Central Madrigals. This annual event will take place at ZionWanda Lutheran Church, 4080 S. Wanda Ave,
Juniata on Sunday December 2nd. It all begins
at 7:00pm. Hope you can join us!

FOOD PANTRY MINISTRY
Thanks to everyone dedicated to
our Food Pantry ministry. To
date we have contributed 1,281
pounds of food & other nonperishable products to the Hastings
Food Pantry for distribution to hungry folks in our
community. Your generosity is what keeps this
ministry going! Bless you… ♡

THANK YOU NOTES
Thanks to all who sent cards and offered up
prayers following my last hospitalization and
recovery. God’s blessings.
Pam McCartney
Thank you to everyone who sent cards and
expressed sympathies at the death of my father.
Your thoughts and prayers during this difficult
time were appreciated.
Phil & Vicki Fisher
Thanks to everyone who called, visited, or sent
cards while I was in the hospital.
Gayle Harris
Many thanks to the Youth Group and their leaders for the wonderful event they put on for those
of us 80+ years of age. The food was delicious, the
presentation beautiful, and the Wheel of Fortune
game was great fun. It was nice becoming better
acquainted with some of our peers, and we especially enjoyed getting to know those members of
the Youth Group at our tables. Every attendee I
spoke with afterwards loved it! A lot of planning
and hard work went into this, and we want you to
know how much we appreciate it!
Kay Perkins
Dear Family of Faith,
Dave and I would like to express our heartfelt
thanks for the cards, prayers, and messages of
sympathy at the loss of Dave’s brother and father.
A very special thank you to Pastor Josh for doing
Corky’s service. You are truly a family to us.
Dave & Becky Hamik

Thank you for all the kind words, prayers, and
support given to us during my sister, Vicki Dirks’
illness and passing. We are so grateful and
blessed to be a part of this caring family of Faith.
Lynn & Donna Alber

Our hearts are full of love for this
“family” we call Faith Lutheran
Church. As a staff we appreciate
ALL the ways you give of yourselves to follow God, serve our fellow brothers and sisters, and be a
partner in the ministry. You are a
blessing and a gift beyond measure!

GOOD SAMARITAN VILLAGE invites you to
their annual Tour of Homes, Sunday December
9, 1-3pm. Enjoy some refreshments and visit
with residents to find out about life at Hastings
Village.
.
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In this month where we celebrate the birth of the Christ
child we care for babies in our
community by supporting the
Wellspring Pregnancy Resource
Center. Please return items
unwrapped by Thursday,
December 20th.
Our Sunday School
offering will also
support their work
during this month.

Children's Christmas Program

Christmas is Jesus

Practices: Saturday, December 1 & 8
from 10-Noon
Speaking part practice: 9am on those days.
Program performance: Sunday, December 9 at 2pm
Everyone is invited to this special program!

WOW

classes are on break
until January 9.

We encourage students and their families to
attend the Wednesday evening Advent
services together. AND, bring a friend!

Perfect
Attendance
Sunday School – Beginners’: Maggie
Frey. Pre-School 1: Ethan Benes, Julia
Jabs, Blake Williams. Pre-School 2:
Emma Edwards. 1st: Emerson Frey, Ella
Williams. 2nd: Abby Jabs. 4th: Gracie
Craig, Eva Magallanes. 6th: Zoe Johnson.
Weekday School – 2nd: Josh Muske.
6th: Claire Davis, Zoe Johnson, Rebekah
Muske. 7th: Justine Bierman. 8th: Sam
Dierks, Alexis Fisher, Ian Waite, Leighton
Weber.
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XYF CHRISTMAS DECORATING
Come and help out with
decorating the church for
Christmas, Saturday,
Dec. 8, 1-3pm. Trish
Shafer will be in charge
of this activity.

HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS:
Join with others in your class to
make a mosaic cross with the
Faith Celebrations you’ve attended at Faith Lutheran
Church on January 2 at 6:30
pm. Crosses will be displayed in
the lower hallway until you take
them home at April Baccalaureate.

December Verse of the Month →
– Isaiah 7:14
The original setting for this prophecy in the
book of Isaiah is when the prophet Isaiah rebukes King Ahaz (around 733 BC) and warns of
the destruction that is coming upon Israel. In
his gospel, Matthew applies these words to the
birth of Jesus, who is called Immanuel, meaning “God with us” (Matthew 1:23). This verse
also is the inspiration for the first verse of the
familiar Advent hymn, “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (Lutheran Service Book #357). That
hymn will be the focus of our worship services
in the month of December as we study the “O
Antiphons” (or short chants) from which its
verses come.

The Soul Patrol is Faith’s
7-8th grade youth ministry
that meets twice a month for
service and fellowship

Soul Patrol
Summer Mission Trip Meeting
Wednesday December 5th
following the Advent service.
This meeting is for parents and
students and we will meet
in the fellowship hall.

“Therefore the Lord
himself will give
you a sign:
The virgin will be
with child
and will give birth
to a son,
and will call him
Immanuel.”
- - Isaiah 7:14
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