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A SONG OF THANKSGIVING
Isaiah 12:1-6

Thank the Lord for His Mercy and Comfort
Isaiah’s song refers to a “day” that for him was yet to come, but it was not a reference without 
context. In the first 11 chapters of Isaiah, “day” was used multiple times with positive and negative 
implications, depending on where you would stand on that day. Imagine you’re a child again and 
your dad is coming home from work. Depending upon your behavior toward your mom that day—
respectful obedience or disrespectful rebellion—you know whether your dad’s arrival is something to 
be happily anticipated or dreaded. In a similar way, for the proud enemies of God, the “day” is a day 
of judgment and humiliation (Isa. 2:5-17). At the same time, for the remnant of the Lord’s people, 
it is a day of preservation and salvation, even a full restoration from exile (Isa. 11:10-16). The Old 
Testament prophets often called this “the Day of the Lord.”

 Y How does your view of this song of thanksgiving change, knowing that we have all been 
under God’s wrath?

Take Joy Together in the Lord’s Promise of Salvation
The Lord is the God of mercy and comfort, turning His anger away from sinners and taking them 
into His arms as beloved children. We give thanks to the Lord because He does this for individuals—
for you and for me—so we will sing of His salvation. But if our singing stops there, if we only confess, 
“God has become my salvation,” to ourselves in the mirror, then we are missing out on an inevitable 
result of God’s salvation—the joyful community of the redeemed.

God, in His justice and loving discipline, promised to remove all of His people’s water sources 
because of their rebellion and sin (Isa. 3:1). God did this to drive the people to repentance and to 
find their joy in Him alone rather than in the idols they had created. The rain would return when 
the people returned to the Lord, not just with sacrifices but with a whole heart set upon obedience to 
Him. No wonder water was an appropriate metaphor for salvation from the Lord. 

Proclaim the Glory and Greatness of God All over the Earth
The individual gave thanks to God for His salvation in verse 1, but here the saved individuals who 
have gathered together also encouraged one another to give thanks to God and publicly honor His 
name. The picture of praise in this chapter flows like this: I thank the Lord that He has saved me! Hey, 
you are here with me, so you have been saved too. Thank the Lord that He saved you! But the praise of 
God can’t stop there. This salvation from God is so great, gracious, and kind that everyone needs 
to hear about it, so let’s go tell more people—even those who haven’t heard about our God and 
His salvation!

 Y How does thanking and praising God with other believers encourage us to go to those who 
do not know God and His salvation?

Essential Doctrines
Body of Christ: The New Testament describes the church as the body of Christ. The church lives 
and operates as Christ’s representatives here on earth, with Christ as its head (Col. 1:18). This means 
that the church is an extension of Christ’s ministry, carrying out His work by fulfilling the Great 
Commission (Matt. 28:18-20). In addition, the picture of the church as the body of Christ shows us the 
interconnectedness of individual Christians, with each member dependent upon one another for growth and 
sanctification (1 Cor. 12:12).

HIS STORY

The Point: Christians thank 
the Lord, sing His praises, and 
proclaim His greatness in all 

the earth.
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 Y Isaiah used water as a metaphor describing God’s salvation. What are some metaphors 
from our culture that we could use to describe salvation from the Lord?

 Y How can we make the community of faith a priority in our lives and in the church?  

 Y What should we do when we find that our joy in salvation is decreasing? 

 Y What works of God in your life can you make known among the people of the earth?  

YOUR STORY

YOUR MISSION
Head
“The Day of the Lord” was a day of God’s decisive action in the world. In Isaiah’s immediate 
context, the “day” addressed the destruction that would come upon the Northern Kingdom of 
Israel by Assyria, as well as their attempt to destroy Jerusalem in the Southern Kingdom of Judah 
(Isa. 7:17-25). Truth be told, there have been many “Days of the Lord” in Scripture, but there is also 
one “Day of the Lord” to end all “Days of the Lord.” The apostle Peter described this ultimate day: 
the second coming of Christ (2 Pet. 3:10-13). Christians long for that day.

 Y What are some reasons people may not eagerly look forward to the “Day of the Lord”?

 Y What do you think are some reasons Christians long for that day?

Heart
The God who pays on our behalf what we rightfully owe is One worthy of our full trust. We never 
need to be afraid of Him because He Himself takes care of our punishment; all that is left is loving, 
purposeful comfort and discipline that shape us into His image. We also should not be afraid in our 
life circumstances because our salvation is found in the God who created and governs all things. He 
infuses us with His strength and power to do what is right, and He works in our hearts to become 
the delight of our hearts, that His praise would forever be the song we sing. 

 Y How would you explain the relationship between thanksgiving and praise in your 
own words?  

 Y What is your favorite song of praise and thanksgiving to sing to the God of your 
salvation? Why?

Hands 
If we are saved in Christ, it is because others who experienced His salvation decided to go and share 
about His glorious works. If we want to worship Jesus rightly, then we must go to all the world 
and share about His glorious works in our own lives (Matt. 28:18-20). According to the pattern of 
thanksgiving and praise for salvation in Isaiah 12, worship must lead to evangelism.

 Y How would you explain the connection between worship and evangelism in your 
own words?

 Y How can we encourage one another to share the gospel with the nations?


