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THE GREAT COMMISSION
Matthew 28:16-20

Jesus Affirmed That All Authority Belongs to Him
The disciples went to Galilee to see the One they had been waiting for, the One they thought they had 
lost forever. As Jesus predicted, they worshiped when they saw Him. However, verse 17 also says that 
some of the disciples doubted.

It is not clear whether some of the Eleven doubted or whether a larger crowd followed the disciples 
to Galilee and some of that crowd doubted. We cannot be certain of the answer to that question. 
What is important is for us to see that doubt and hardness of heart were present in that moment.

Jesus wasn’t shaken by their unbelief, and He wasn’t discouraged. He was focused on the mission 
He would pass on to His disciples. But before He shared His commission with His disciples, He 
established the strength behind it—Himself. Jesus received complete authority and power from God 
the Father.

 Y What are some other places in Scripture where we see Jesus possessing divine authority?

Jesus Commissioned His Disciples
The disciples were instructed to go (Matt. 28:19). This was not a suggestion. Jesus wasn’t telling the 
disciples that maybe they should go, or they could go if they could squeeze it into their schedules. 
Jesus used an imperative, a command, an order to be obeyed. Jesus, the risen King, commanded 
them to go. 

For the disciples, going would mean being scattered among the peoples and nations of the 
world, and for many of us, it means the same. Jesus’ call is for a multi-ethnic, cross-cultural focus 
of missionaries that may require leaving home and the known to travel into foreign lands of the 
unknown. But the Lord didn’t tell us here exactly where to go. He didn’t demand that we all leave 
home; He simply said to go and make disciples of all nations. 

Jesus Encouraged His Disciples for the Mission Ahead
Jesus commanded the disciples to go, to act—preaching the gospel to all nations and baptizing 
believers in the name of our trinitarian God. But we see in the next verse that this isn’t the end 
of the work.

That’s why the Great Commission isn’t only about evangelism—it’s also about discipleship. God 
promises to finish the good work He begins (Phil. 1:6), and He instructs us to participate in that work 
through learning about and obeying Him. Christians are further instructed to disciple the disciple, 
and as we see in these passages, no one is exempt from teaching others (Matt. 28:20). We are all called 
to go and disciple believers in Christ. 

Essential Doctrines
Mission of the Church: The church is a sign and instrument of the kingdom of God, a people united by 
faith in the gospel announcement of the crucified and risen King Jesus. The mission of the church is to go 
into the world in the power of the Spirit and make disciples by proclaiming this gospel, calling people to 
respond in ongoing repentance and faith, and demonstrating the truth and power of the gospel by living 
under the lordship of Christ for the glory of God and the good of the world. 

HIS STORY

The Point: Jesus calls all 
of His followers to go and 

make disciples.

Leader Note: Because some content 
from the Personal Study Guide will not be 
available on the One Sheet, make sure to 
adapt the session based on how you use 
the material with your group.



 Y What fears do you have that could keep you from obeying the mission Jesus has 
given to us?  

 Y How does the reality of Jesus’ authority over all of heaven and earth overcome 
those fears?  

 Y How might we unintentionally downplay the importance of baptism as a part of the 
Great Commission?  

 Y What are some practical ways you can teach others Jesus’ commands and 
encourage obedience?  

YOUR STORY

YOUR MISSION
Head
The disciples were commanded to go and make other disciples. By biblical definition, a disciple 
is a follower of Jesus, someone who learns from Him in order to live like Him. So, these Jesus-
followers were commanded to go and find other people to become Jesus-followers. In other words, 
even though salvation belongs to the Lord and only He can save, He allows us to play a wonderful 
part in salvation. We do this by sharing the gospel, through discipleship of new believers, and by 
equipping them with a Christian worldview.

 Y How have you experienced discipleship from a mature believer in your own life?

 Y How can we encourage one another toward making disciples?

Heart
Our temptation not to share with others is often rooted in fear: What should I say? What if they 
won’t accept me? How will I look in their eyes? What if the response is violence? When Jesus is the 
focus and the message, we can rest from our fear. We don’t need to fear human beings because, 
Jesus instructed: “Don’t fear those who kill the body but are not able to kill the soul; rather, fear 
him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell” (Matt. 10:28).

 Y What are some ways we can unintentionally make the message of the gospel about us 
instead of about Jesus?

 Y How does Jesus’ authority help us when we feel fearful?

Hands 
Like most people, we become busy with life and our own schedules, and our busyness can lead us 
to forget our ultimate mission. We have a great treasure in the gospel. We have the best and only 
news this world needs. We also have been given the power to share it by the grace of God through 
His Holy Spirit, who is the fulfillment of Jesus’ promise to always be with us. Let’s ask God for 
opportunities to go and make disciples of all nations and pray for our faithfulness and boldness as 
we share about our risen King—Jesus Christ.

 Y What places have you gone in order to share the gospel and make disciples?

 Y How can your group/church work together and support one another in this shared mission 
to go and make disciples of all nations?


