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THE CALL TO FOLLOW HIM
John 21:1-23

Jesus Provided for the Disciples
In Matthew 4:18-20, Peter and several other disciples left their nets to follow Jesus. In this passage, 
we find that the disciples had returned to fishing. The Gospel of John did not give a reason for this 
decision or tell us that this decision was inappropriate. However, it does not seem to be the response 
we would expect from disciples Jesus had sent on a mission.

Jesus would have a conversation with Peter eventually, but His first priority was to provide 
breakfast to His disciples. This is a significant act. By feeding them breakfast, Jesus reassured His 
disciples of His presence, met their physical needs, and served them as He did before He went to 
the cross.

 Y How have you experienced the reassuring presence of Jesus in your life? What has Jesus 
done to remind you that He is with you and cares for your needs?

Jesus Called Peter to Follow Him
Jesus began by restoring Peter with a “triple commission” to match Peter’s “triple denial” 
(John 18:15-27; 21:15-17). Three times, Jesus asked if Peter loved Him.

Jesus’ commission to Peter, His repentant follower, was to care for Jesus’ followers as a shepherd 
cares for his sheep. This was a huge commission. Jesus, the Good Shepherd who cares for the sheep 
(John 10:10-16), entrusted this responsibility to Peter. In essence, Peter would demonstrate his love for 
Jesus by caring for Jesus’ followers.

Jesus Taught Peter to not Focus on Others, but on Him
This call to consistent discipleship until his death as a martyr prompted Peter to ask Jesus a question. 
His question is one we tend to ask when we reflect on the difficulties we face for following and serving 
our risen King. The question is: “What about him? What about her?” The conversation between Jesus 
and Peter continued, but this time, Peter asked the question.

Years later, the Apostle Peter wrote about how we can follow Jesus and serve Him even during 
times of intense suffering. In his first New Testament letter, he challenged believers to follow Jesus’ 
lead and entrust themselves to God, the One who judges justly (1 Pet. 2:21-24). 

Essential Doctrines
Imputation: When God pardoned sinners at the cross, our sins were imputed or transferred to Christ, who 
became sin on our behalf. Our sin was imputed to Christ, and Christ’s righteousness was imputed to us 
(Rom. 5:17; 1 Cor. 1:30). When God the Father looks at those who have trusted in Christ, He does not see 
their sins, but the righteousness of Christ as belonging to them (Rom. 4:6).

HIS STORY

The Point: Jesus forgives 
past failures and offers the 
opportunity to follow Him 

once again.

Leader Note: Because some content 
from the Personal Study Guide will not be 
available on the One Sheet, make sure to 
adapt the session based on how you use 
the material with your group.



 Y How has Jesus revealed Himself to you through His power and provision? Think about a 
situation in which you knew the answers and fulfilled needs could have only come from 
the Lord.  

 Y What are some ways in which Jesus is a shepherd to His people?  

 Y What are some ways in which we, as Jesus’ followers, can “feed His sheep?”  

 Y What kinds of costs must believers be prepared to pay for following Jesus in the world in 
general and in our specific communities?  

YOUR STORY

YOUR MISSION
Head
God calls us to demonstrate our love for Jesus by following Him—no matter where the journey 
leads and no matter what happens to us in comparison to other followers of Jesus. It takes grace to 
not play the comparison game and to have an eternal perspective when it comes to our momentary 
sufferings; sufferings that will one day seem incredibly small.

 Y When have you experienced a sense of competitiveness with your brothers and sisters 
in Christ?

 Y Why do we find it so easy to question God’s reason for having different plans for 
different people?

Heart
When it comes to obeying the command to “follow Jesus,” it is safe to say people often focus 
all their attention on the verb rather than the object of that verb. In other words, we place a lot 
of attention on the idea of “following” and what that might entail in our lives—the potential 
discomfort, persecution, hostility, and so on. While those things may be real possibilities in our 
task of following Him, our primary focus shouldn’t be on the act of following, but on the person 
we follow—Jesus! We aren’t following an ethical code or philosophical way of life. No, we are 
following the One who is Life! And when we center our attention on Him and Him alone, we gain 
a correct perspective on the difficulties of following Jesus.

 Y How is it possible for believers to focus on following and serving Jesus when the cost is 
high and the pain is deep?

 Y Why is it more important for believers to focus on who they follow rather than the 
command to follow?

Hands 
Our past failures do not have to define the course of our lives. When we turn from our fearful 
denials of Christ and recommit ourselves to loving Him, He forgives us and recommissions us to 
the mission on which He has sent us.

 Y How does Peter’s recommission by Christ encourage you in times of 
personal unfaithfulness?

 Y How can we use Peter’s recommission story to encourage someone we know who feels 
overwhelmed by personal sin and failure?


