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TOGETHER
FOR JOY!

How do we find praise during a pandemic?
When we praise from the heart, our singing
lifts us up out of the mire of circumstances and
struggle, so we can remember who we really
are: beloved children of the God of Love and
Grace. We are made to praise - and not just in
good times! Praise is a ladder for our spirits, a
gift to help us climb up out of the shadows and
into the light to get a new perspective on
things, if only briefly. 

Now more than ever, we need to reach out and
lift each other up. Now more than ever, we
need to find new ways to be “together for joy.”
Now more than ever, we need to be the church!
The church was made for times such as these:
not times of ease and tranquility, but times of
difficulty and struggle. Not a stroll along a
sunlit ridgeline, but a pilgrimage through the
valley of the shadow of death. And not a
whimper or a whisper of silence, but a new
song sung out loud, in harmony with all
creation, as the seas roar and hills sing together
for joy!

Recently our Ministry Table identified three
areas to specifically focus on this coming year.
Three "E"s: Evangelism, Equipping, and Equity.
Evangelism: we have joy to share. We believe

there are many in our community longing for a
church like ours that embodies the values of
inclusion, love, and justice. Equipping: a model
of shared ministry creates joy. We are at our
best when members of all ages and
backgrounds are empowered to lead. Equity: we
desire to live into the joy of the Kingdom of
Heaven here and now by working with God to
build the Beloved Community. Racism and all
forms of injustice are sin and we have work to
do around confession, repentance, and
transformation. By prioritizing evangelism,
equipping leaders, and pursing equity, we will
be singing a new song, for God will do
marvelous things!

Now more than ever, your generosity can and
will have an enormous impact.  In a time of
difficulty and despair for so many, we are a
community of light and hope.  In a time of
injustice and struggle, we are a community of
love and justice.  In a time of silence and
isolation, we are and can be a community of
song, of new songs and new ways of singing,
new ways of being God’s church for God’s
world, together for joy. Thanks be to God!

Continue reading to learn how your offerings
of time, talent, and treasure can be added along
with the offerings of others to help Foothills
sing a new song even in the midst of a
pandemic. Our narrative budget is structured
around our message: "Following Jesus, we love
God, serve others, and welcome everyone...and
everyone means you!"

As always, we are thankful for your generous
support to make our ministry dreams a reality.
Each heart touched and life changed is a direct
result of your giving.

Your generosity funds mission and ministry! 

Throughout all of the areas of ministry of following Jesus, loving God, serving others,
and welcoming everybody we aim to be good stewards of the generous resources you

share with the Foothills Christian Church.
The total budget for this year in the life of ministry: $275,273

(A line item budget is available for review in the church office)

“O sing to God a new song, for God
has done marvelous things!”



Our Spiritual Development ministries invite 
 us to follow Jesus by becoming life-long
learners. This year we've re-imagined our
Christian education programing, including: 
 "Compassion Camp" - a virtual vacation Bible
school, zoom Bible study on Thursday
mornings, online breakout times for children
and youth groups, and crafts distributed to our
kids through a pen pal program. 

Jesus is relational, and fellowship played a
huge role in his ministry. At Foothills, we
enjoy coming together on service projects,
crafts, classes, and fellowship events—and our
potlucks are legendary, not-to-be-missed
events!  This year, although the process may
be altered significantly to keep everyone safe,
we will still enjoy celebrating special occasions,
build on our relationships, and enjoy
fellowship opportunities in creative ways, such
as the Halloween Costume Parade, virtual
game nights, and socially distanced activities.
And be on the lookout as Gail our ceramic
Quarantine Quail takes flight again. If she
arrives on your front porch, she'll come with
goodies to share and instructions to pass the
random act of kindness to another family as
we strive to stay connected.  

Jesus modeled the importance of rest. Pastor
Bekah is up for sabbatical in 2021 and will be
taking 3 months for rest and renewal this
coming Summer. Our 2021 budget includes
some additional expenses for extra pulpit
supply and pastoral/administrative coverage
while she is away. We also plan to coincide this
time with renewal activities, including
workshops in the arts for the entire
congregation to engage in as well.  

For this area of ministry, we have allocated
$61,032

WELCOMING
EVERYONE...
& EVERYONE
MEANS YOU!

 Worship sustains us from week to week and
nurtures all of the other aspects of our life
together. Who knew this time last year that our
ways of worship would completely change? We
began the season of Lent this year by meeting in
small groups at homes and coffee shops to
receive the sign of the cross on our foreheads
and then 40 days later we experienced Easter
like we never have before - separate yet together
in spirit. And we have continued to persevere by
developing our online worship and sharing
communion in our own homes. Thanks to your
generosity, we have been able to invest in new
equipment which enhances our sound and video
quality. Our 2021 budget will allow us to make
even more upgrades as well as fund an a/v
position to assist with technology needs. 

Our praise of God has been captured on live-
streams as we've passed the peace, waved palms,
added flowers to a cross on Easter, celebrated
our graduates and Pentecost with a parade, and
shared the good news of Jesus in message and
song.    

As the weather has finally become more
comfortable, we've moved our worship outside
in our courtyard, welcoming in-person guests
for the first time since March while also
maintaining our live-stream so everyone can
join. 

Equipping members for shared ministry is a key
priority for our coming year. We'd love for you
to use your gifts in worship. Sign up to serve as a
lay leader, join our music ministry team, or
come early to our courtyard service to help set
up. You belong here! 

For this area of ministry, we have allocated
$90,766

Generosity and abundance flow like streams of
life through the Foothills community. Because
of you we have been able to meet critical needs
in our community. Whether responding to the
needs of the Navajo communities hit especially
hard by COVID-19, collecting items for kids in
group homes, hosting a blood drive, or
participating in the annual CROP Hunger walk,
our congregation responds with hearts full of
Christ's love for those in need.  

A few months ago our friends at the United
Islamic Center of Arizona invited us to
collaborate on an interfaith food pantry. And
now, on the third Sunday of each month, you
are helping provide 70 food boxes to families in
need in our community. Each box contains $40
worth of groceries. Donations of non-perishable
items such as peanut butter, cereal, dry beans,
dry lentils, canned veggies, noodles, and pasta
sauce can be dropped off outside of our
sanctuary anytime.  

Every year we are committed to increasing the
amount in our budget that extends out into the
world. Once again, we will be giving even more
to Disciples Mission Fund. Our giving to
Disciples Mission Fund supports ministries
around the world, Arizona regional programs
such as youth church camp, relief efforts when
disasters hit, and ministries that develop future
church leaders for an ever-changing world.

And when those in our church family and local
community need assistance or encouragement,
we will be there to support them with cards,
casseroles, prayers, and virtual hugs.
Additionally, our Elders are praying for you and
ready to offer spiritual support and care.

For this area of ministry, we have allocated
$71,589

We hope all people experience radical
hospitality at Foothills. Evangelism is a priority
for us. We give thanks for visitors who continue
to discover our inclusive community, even while
we are mainly virtual. 

We also realize we have work to do to truly
build the beloved community here at Foothills.
We want to further live into our value as an
Open and Affirming congregation and commit
to becoming an Anti-Racist church. Over the
past several months, we've been having
discussions around white privilege and the
injustice of inequity. We've read together,
discovered ways to #dothework, hosted a
training for our leaders, and dedicated time for
courageous conversations. Just recently four "Be
the Bridge" groups have launched. These small
groups of 10-12 people will meet over the next 9
months to seek racial healing together and
pursue God's heart for reconciliation.  

Another way we welcome everybody is the way
we share our buildings with other groups - a few
now and many once again after the pandemic.
The property budget enables the upkeep and
enhancement of our buildings and campus. By
creating spaces that enrich our ability to learn,
reflect, grow and engage, we equip people for
their spiritual fulfillment and to do the work of
the church in our own community and beyond.
The landscaping is looking the best it has in a
long time and soon our parking lot will be
resealed. Our 2021 budget includes expected and
unexpected repairs including fire safety
upgrades to our sanctuary.

For this area of ministry, we have allocated
$51,886
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