
Loving God
30%

Following Jesus
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Serving Others
25%

Welcoming All
19%

A FUTURE
WITH HOPE! 
For the past eighty years, our congregation
has been using our gifts for mission and
ministry. We first met in a school, a few
years later constructed a building in
Central Phoenix and later relocated to
where we are toady. We've gone by three
different names - Phoenix Christian
Church, Phoenix Central Christian Church
and Foothills Christian Church. Some of
you have been connected to the church for
decades, spanning generations, and others
of you have joined in more recent years.
Over the different seasons of our church's
life, our programs have varied but our call
to follow the Spirit has been ever present.
We are where we are today because of the
tremendous legacy of many who have
come before us.  

Once again this past year has been a
unique year filled with opportunities to
reimagine ministry. We began 2021
continuing our outdoor worship service in
the courtyard and eventually transitioned
back to our sanctuary space at the end of 

April while maintaining virtual ways for
people to stay connected. Instead of seeing
the pandemic as an obstacle we've moved
forward with new ideas. 

At our annual Ministry Table retreat, we
adopted the theme, "Strengthening our
Community." This theme will help us focus
our priorities for the new year. We want to
foster real relationships within our
fellowship. We desire Foothills to be a
place where you not only show up on
Sundays, but where you feel a sense of true
belonging and community. After spending
quite a bit of time physically isolated from
one another, we are eager to rekindle
relationships and make new connections. 
 
Continue reading to learn how your
offerings of time, talent, and treasure can
be added along with the offerings of others
to help Foothills live into our future filled
with hope. Our narrative budget is
structured around our message: "Following
Jesus, we love God, serve others, and
welcome everyone...and everyone means
you!"

As always, we are thankful for your
generous support to make our ministry
dreams a reality. Each heart touched and
life changed is a direct result of your
giving.

Your generosity funds mission and ministry! 

Throughout all of the areas of ministry of following Jesus, loving God, serving others,
and welcoming everybody we aim to be good stewards of the generous resources you

share with the Foothills Christian Church.
The total budget for this year in the life of ministry: $294,894

 
(A line item budget is available for review in the church office)

Narrative Budget 2022



Some of the ways we follow Jesus are through
our ministries of spiritual development,
fellowship opportunities and the care offered
by our Elders. 

We are back to offering weekly children's and
youth programming, due in large part to a full  
team of Worship and Wonder (Preschool-2nd)
storytellers, Kingdom Kids (3rd-5th) teachers
and youth group (3rd-12th) sponsors. It's been
great to see our chancel steps filled again with
kids in worship during the children's moment.

One of the most significant increases to our
2022 budget is funding for the addition of a
new part time staff position dedicated to
directing our youth program. We are
committed to putting resources toward this
important ministry and with your generosity
we can make this dream come true.  

In order to live into our theme of
"Strengthening our Community" we are
planning to offer some upcoming fellowship
opportunities, including: a game night, crafting
get togethers and family playdates after
worship.  

Throughout the past year the Elders worked
hard with their Shepherding groups. As we
began the new program year in July, five new
elders began serving. A new Elders' manual 
 was developed for the Elders retreat which we
are utilizing throughout the coming year. We
are focusing on maintaining regular contact
with our shepherding groups and involving
them in a variety of church activities. Budget
resources will be used to purchase communion
supplies used by the Elders, retreat expenses,
and other miscellaneous needs as they arise.

For this area of ministry, we have allocated
$75,183

Ashes to go, at home advent wreath kits, and
candlelight around our labyrinth on Christmas
Eve were a few of the ways we creatively
approached worship this past year. Whether 
 through new or familiar practices our worship
at Foothills is all about expressing our love for
God.  

Regular weekly worship is the heartbeat of our
life together. Through praise, prayer, and
sharing communion at an open table our spirits
are lifted. A recent highlight was when we
resumed baptisms in September. 

This past year Rev. Janel Fairchild was officially
commissioned as our Associate Pastor. She led
the way while Rev. Bekah Krevens was on
sabbatical and continues to serve Foothills
through preaching and pastoral leadership.
Connie Savage-Miroslaw also joined our church
staff this past year as our Music Ministry Leader
and Richard Maxwell is our new A/V technician. 

At Foothills we want to equip everyone to join in
shared ministry. You can sign up to serve as a
lay leader, communion server, greeter, or an 
 a/v volunteer. Explore our music ministry
program with an open invite to an after worship
music session on the first Sundays of the month.  

Our 2022 budget includes improving our
livestream capacity with updated equipment,
ensuring our worship is accessible for those at
home and potential visitors interested in
learning more about our church.  

For this area of ministry, we have allocated
$89,081

Whenever there is a call to meet the needs of
our community through outreach, Foothills is
always willing and ready to put our faith into
action. Serving others happened this past year
through our special Lenten project with Dig
Deep when we raised over $6000 to install wells
in the Dilkon Chapter of the Navajo Nation. Our
partnership with Dilkon expanded with a
successful bicycle drive and other projects that
provided food and wood for heat during the
winter. 

Additional outreach projects included the new
little free pantry that was installed in our
parking lot, the back to school fundraiser and
providing Christmas presents for two families. 

Right now we are gearing up to be matched with
a new refugee family as Phoenix is expected to
receive hundreds of refugees from Afghanistan.
In preparation we had a group of over 20 from
our church attend a training and any day now
we will get notice of our match. Once that
happens we will gather everything needed to
furnish their apartment, stock the pantry,
provide a warm meal when they first arrive and
be a resource during their first three months in
this country.  

Our budget also includes funding our
community assistance fund which allows us to
offer help to families in the most need.
Sometimes that means filling up a car with gas,
distributing grocery gift cards, or providing
rental assistance. 

Foothills continues to be a leader in our region
through our gifts to the Disciples Mission Fund.
We strive to allocate 10% of our budget to
support the Regional and General ministries of
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). 

For this area of ministry, we have allocated
$75,059

As an open and affirming church we hope
everyone experiences a wide welcome at
Foothills. In a year when there's been much
uncertainty in the world, we've been blessed so
far this year with the addition of 17 new
members. This past year we developed a new
welcome video sharing who we are to people
looking for a new faith community. It is featured
on our website and social media platforms.
We've purchased new materials to create a
welcoming atmosphere for first time visitors.
Our Evangelism budgeted funds will be used
next year to continue to offer quarterly new
member/visitor luncheons and to find new ways
to get our name out there for even more people
to discover Foothills.

Between Sundays we welcome people onto our
campus all week long through the community
groups we share our space with - Stepping
Stones Preschool, Girl Scouts, and 12 step
programs. Our wheelchair accessible labyrinth 
 is open to the community at all times. Our
"property" is where we meet, grow, build
community, share our ambitions and live into
our plans. The resources dedicated to support
property help to keep our indoor and outdoor
facilities welcoming, safe and ready for
community use. 

In addition to maintaining our campus through
our operating budget, we also plan to improve
our facilities with our building fund including
giving the sanctuary a new fresh coat of paint,
repairing some brickwork, adding more trees to
our landscaping, and painting some interior
spaces too. 

For this area of ministry, we have allocated
$55,571
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