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Dear Church Family, 

Yesterday we began rolling out the new vision statement and values of Eastwood. As I 
shared literally hundreds of man-hours went into prayer, study, honest and open 
conversations, and seeking God’s face to discern who God has called us as a church to be 
and how we can be the best Eastwood we can be. 

In our new mission statement we wanted it to be clear, concise, and compelling. We 
believe God would have us “Develop relationships to impact people with biblical 
answers to life’s challenges.” 

This mission statement was derived from the four things that we believe we value as a 
church. 

1. The power of God’s Word – It is our conviction that the bible is God’s absolute 
truth and is able to change lives. Because it is absolute truth, the answers to all of 
life’s challenges are contained in it.  

2. The pursuit of life transformation – Disciples or followers of Christ will chase after 
a life that looks like Jesus. Whereas salvation is immediate when a person receives 
Christ, life-transformation, or sanctification as the bible calls it, is a lifelong process. 
We should never stop seeking to be more conformed into the image of Jesus. 

3. The passion of missional living – Jesus promises us abundant life but this is only 
fully realized by serving and walking with Jesus every day. 

4. The priority of authentic relationships – Developing genuine relationships is at 
the heart of God’s will for every life; we were made for relationship. In a world 
where people are becoming removed from personal interactions, we believe God 
wants us to be intentional in seeking to develop relationships with others.      



with DANA ELLISWORSHIP NOTES 

So back now to reconsider our new mission statement: “Eastwood Baptist 
Church exists to develop relationships to impact people with biblical 
answers to life’s challenges.” Given that 100% of the people of Bowling 
Green have challenges they face in life. Also given the conviction that the 
answers to life’s challenges can be found in God’s Word. May we all be 
intentional in developing relationships that we might impact lives for the 
cause of Christ! 

His, 

Bro Tom 

 Kindergarten-6th Grade PraizeKidz will be presenting their Spring 
Musical “NAILED IT!” on May 6.  Although they have already begun 
rehearsals, there’s still PLENTY OF TIME for your children to get 
involved. Rehearsals are Sunday afternoons at 4:45, followed by a 
snack at 5:30. Now is a perfect time to join.  If you have younger 
children (ages 3-4) we have a choir from them as well.  Both groups 
sing periodically throughout the semester at the POINT services on 
Wednesday nights. We pray that these young hearts will be drawn to 
our Heavenly Father as they learn about God’s love through music. 

 The Adult Worship Choir will present a Palm Sunday Concert 
(Sunday, March 25) entitled “The Wonder of Your Cross”. If you’ve ever 
wanted to join the choir, or see what it’s all about – now is a great time! 
We will be providing music binders that you can take along with 
rehearsal CD’s. The Adult Worship Choir brings special music which 
enhances each Sunday morning service. They are a dedicated and 
committed group to leading praise and worship to our heavenly 
Father. It’s a wonderful family of friends and like-minded believers 
which give of their time willingly for the cause of Christ. Rehearsals are 
Sunday nights at 6:00, and there is childcare provided as well. If you 
have any questions, please feel free to call Dana at the church or on 
his cell phone 270-991-4570. 



with Ed JentEDUCATION 

P.L.A.C.E 
February 25 we will begin PLACE training. You have been hearing Pastor Tom 
speak of Next Steps from the pulpit and PLACE will be the component we use to 
help people learn their spiritual gift and how to use it. We need people who are 
interested in helping new members, whether they join by profession, statement or 
letter, find their ministry at Eastwood. Serving is to much of a privilege to not help 
others find the joy in serving. We need your help to help others discover how God 
wants to use them in a ministry here. Don’t worry if you don’t feel like you know 
enough about Eastwood to do this we will train you. Be here February 25 at 
4:45pm and we will waiting on you. Those that just want to learn their spiritual gift 
and how you use it should be here as well. We will all have a good time together. 
If you need more help see me or Ransom Bennett. 

The LORD is my strength and my defense ; he has become 
my salvation. Shouts of joy and victory resound in the tents 
of the righteous: “The LORD’s right hand has done mighty 
things! The LORD’s right hand is lifted high; the LORD’s 

right hand has done mighty things!”

Psalm 118:14-16 
    



with JUSTIN MCCLURESTUDENTS  
    

with Greg swackSENIOR ADULTS 

PrimeTimers	  Potluck	  
Thursday,	  February	  15	  	  11:45am	  
Program:	  Terry	  and	  Alice	  Burks	  
Are	  you	  a	  senior	  and	  love	  fellowship	  and	  food?	  Join	  us	  on	  the	  3rd	  Thursday	  
of	  each	  month	  at	  the	  East	  Campus	  Fellowship	  Hall.	  Meat	  and	  drinks	  
provided.	  Bring	  a	  dish	  and	  enjoy	  a	  special	  program/music,	  door	  prizes,	  a	  
devoMonal,	  and	  lots	  of	  fun!	  

Sunday morning Bible Fellowship 
9:00am South - MS coed and HS coed 
9:30am East - MS coed, 9th-10th boys/girls, 11-12th boys/girls 
11:00am East - MS coed 

Sunday evening Discipleship Group Signup 
Groups meet from 6-7:30pm in host homes in the community. Students are challenged to 
go deeper in the word and in their connection to each other. Accountability is promoted to 
help students defeat spiritual roadblocks.  

LIFT Tour - February 23-24 
All students are welcome to join us for a weekend of great worship, dynamic Bible 
teaching, and a great time together as a church family. Cost is $75 and the registration 
deadline is February 9.   

Wednesday night Bible Study (APEX) 6:30pm @ both campuses 
Everyone understands how hard life is but it is a comfort to know that in the middle of your 
stressful week there is a place you can come and hang out with friends and just get some 
spiritual food.  We would love to see you there! 



SOUTH CAMPUS 
    

How do I make friends? 

You likely never had to ask that question as a child.  It just simply happened.  However, now that 
you’re all grown up, it doesn’t seem to happen so naturally.  Making friends can be difficult. 

As church leadership has begun to roll out to Eastwood our unique mission, making friends is at the 
very crux of it.  Eastwood and her people exist to develop relationships to impact people with 
biblical answers to life’s challenges.  Therefore, if we are going to fulfill our unique mission, we 
must engage regularly in friend-making.   

To help you in that effort, here are 7 tips for making friends. 

1.  Pray.  Yes, you should pray that God would give you friends.  You should pray about everything. 

2.  Be proactive.  You may make friends just sitting by and hoping someone befriends you, but 
passivity will likely bear little fruit.  You can’t catch a fish if you don’t cast a line.  It often the same 
way with friends.  You must be proactive.  If you want to make friends, you must try to make friends. 

3.  Choose environments that bring people together.  Do you remember the show Friends? 
 Where was the show primarily set?  In a coffee shop called “Central Perk.”  You see, there are 
certain environments more easily bring people together—school, work, a club, a gym, a restaurant, 
a coffee house.  Identify these places, and go hang out. 

4.  Chase passions more than people.  Be careful chasing people.  Nobody wants to be accused 
for being a stalker!  It’s better instead to chase passions.  People gravitate toward people who have 
common interests, people who love to do what they love to do.  So, do what you love to do, and 
look around to see who else is doing it.  Those people are good prospects for friends. 

5.  Be genuinely interested in other people.  Self-interested people repel friends.  If we want to 
make friends, we need to be others-focused.  We need to show interest in who people are, what is 
their background, what makes them happy, and so on.  Let them talk about themselves, and ask 
follow up questions.  It shows that we care about them, and you should.  You shouldn’t fake this.  It 
should be genuine.  Ask the Lord to help you care for them, and then be a good listener. 

6.  Show people kindness.  Kindness opens the door for friendship.  It doesn’t have to be big. 
 Small of acts of kindness bring about big results.  Give them a small gift.  Invite them to lunch. 
 Give them a compliment.  Aesop said, “No act of kindness, no matter how small, is ever wasted.”  

7.  Be an encourager.  Positive people attract people.  Nobody likes to be around a downer.  So, 
learn to lift people up.  You’ll likely be lifting up friends.   

Now get out there develop friendships to impact people with biblical answers to life’s challenges! 

with Ben Simpson



with Ben SimpsonKIDZ KORNER 
    

with MEGAN WOODS

GAME DAY 
February 13 @ 5:30-7:00pm 
1st-6th graders can meet me at 300 Jenkins Dr. Parker Bennett Community Center to play 
Valentine games during Curbside’s Valentine Celebration for children in the Parker 
Bennett community. 

February 15 @ 5:30-7:00pm 
1st-6th graders can meet me at 1222 North Lee Dr. (Curbside building) to help serve 
cookies and milk to the children in Lee Pointe Apartments. 

February 17 @ 10:00-12:00pm 
1st-6th graders can serve during National Children’s Ministry Day at Hope House.   

VBS June 3-7 
Can you believe it is already time to think about VBS?  If you would like to be a leader or 
help assist with crafts, snacks, recreation or the Bible story please contact Megan at 
270-842-7867 or email megan@eastwoodbc.org.  Please prayerfully consider how you 
can make a difference during VBS this year!  This year’s theme: GAME ON!  Check it out 
at https://vbs.lifeway.com/2017/09/29/introducing-vbs-2018-game-website/ 

Substitutes Needed 
If you would like to be a part of the Children’s Ministry Team but can’t commit on a 
weekly basis, maybe being a substitute for Sunday and Wednesday teachers is for you!  
Please contact Megan for more details serving in the Children’s Ministry.  
megan@eastwoodbc.org or 270-991-1498 

mailto:megan@eastwoodbc.org
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mailto:megan@eastwoodbc.org
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• 2/4 - Regular Sunday Worship 

• 2/4 - No Praizekidz//Fusion//AWC 

• 2/5 - 6:30pm 3v3 Basketball (South) 

• 2/6 - 7:00am Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

• 2/6 - 9:00am Tuesday Morning Bible Study 

• 2/6 - 9:30am ESL Class 

• 2/6 - 10:00am Moms in Prayer 

• 2/7 - 10:00am Moms in Prayer 

• 2/7 - 10:00am Celebration Choir Sings in 

Community 

• 2/7 - 5:45pm Huddle 

• 2/7 - 6:30pm Point//TeamKID//APEX 

• 2/8 - 10:00am Grandmothers in Prayer 

• 2/11 - Regular Sunday Worship 

• 2/11 - 4:45pm PraizeKidz//Fusion 

• 2/11 - 6:00pm AWC//Children’s Missions 

• 2/12 - 6:30pm 3v3 Basketball 

• 2/13 - 7:00am Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

• 2/13 - 9:00am Women’s Bible Study 

• 2/13 - 9:30am ESL Class 

• 2/13 - 10:00am Moms in Prayer 

• 2/13 - 5:30pm Children’s Ministry @ 

Curbside 

• 2/14 - 10:00am Moms in Prayer 

• 2/14 - 1:00pm Celebration Choir 

• 2/14 - 5:45pm Huddle 

• 2/14 - 6:30pm Point//TeamKID//APEX 

• 2/15 - 11:45am PrimeTimer’s Potluck 

• 2/15 - 5:30pm Children’s Ministry Game 

Day 

• 2/18 - 5:00pm One Church Celebration 

• 2/19 - 6:30pm 3v3 Basketball 

• 2/20 - 7:00am Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

• 2/20 - 9:00am Women’s Bible Study 

• 2/20 - 9:30am ESL Class 

• 2/20 - 10:00am Moms in Prayer 

• 2/21 - 10:00am Moms in Prayer 

• 2/21 - 1:00pm Celebration Choir 

• 2/21 - 5:45pm Huddle 

• 2/21 - 6:30pm Point//TeamKID//APEX 

• 2/22 - 10:00am Grandmothers in Prayer 

• 2/23-2/24 - Lift Tour 

• 2/25 - Regular Sunday Worship 

• 2/25 - 4:45pm PraizeKidz//Fusion 

• 2/25 - 6:00pm AWC//Children’s Missions 

• 2/26 - 6:30pm 3v3 Basketball (South) 

• 2/27 - 7:00am Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

• 2/27 - 9:00am Women’s Bible Study 

• 2/27 - 9:30am ESL Class 

• 2/27 - 10:00am Moms in Prayer 

• 2/28 - 10:00am Moms in Prayer 

• 2/28 - 1:00pm Celebration Choir 

• 2/28 - 5:45pm Huddle 

• 2/28 - 6:30pm Point//TeamKID//APEX 

EASTWOOD EVENTS:



2018 Bible reading -February 
2/1 - Romans 9-10 

2/2 - Genesis 16-19 

2/3 - Joshua 21-24 

2/4 - Psalm 12-14 

2/5 - Job 9-10 

2/6 - Isaiah 23-28 

2/7 - Matthew 11-13 

2/8 - Romans 11-12 

2/9 - Genesis 20-23 

2/10 - Judges 1-6 

2/11 - Psalm 15-17 

2/12 - Job 11-12 

2/13 - Isaiah 29-33 

2/14 - Matthew 14-16 

2/15 - Romans 13-14 

2/16 - Genesis 24-27 

2/17 - Judges 7-11 

2/18 - Psalm 18-20 

2/19 - Job 13-14 

2/20 - Isaiah 34-39 

2/21 - Matthew 17-19 

2/22 - Romans 15-16 

2/23 - Genesis 28-31 

2/24 - Judge 12-16 

2/25 - Psalm 21-23 

2/26 - Job 15-16 

2/27 - Isaiah 40-44 

2/28 - Matthew 20-22 

New Members 
Lindsay Lancaster 

656 Nottingham Drive 
Bowling Green, KY  

42103 

Welcome to Eastwood

Rev. Thomas R. James, Lead Pastor 
Rev. Ed Jent, Associate Pastor of Education 
Rev. Dana Ellis, Associate Pastor of Music/Worship 
Rev. Greg Swack, Associate Pastor of Senior Adults & Pastoral Care 
Rev. Justin McClure, Associate Pastor of Students  
Megan Woods, Director of Preschool and Children’s Ministries 
Rev. Ben Simpson, South Campus Pastor 
Rev. Will Smith, Associate Pastor of Students/South Worship 
Dr. Don Mathis, Staff Evangelist 
Sandy Enlow, Business Administrator 
Lisa Keen, Education/Children’s Ministry Assistant 
Erin Reynolds, Senior Adult/Student Ministry Assistant 
Natalie Martin, Publications/Worship Ministry Assistant 
David Owens, Facilities Manager 

December Monthly Report: 
Tithes and Offerings                                     $271,254.79 
Tithes & Offerings thru 12/31/17                  $814,211.26 
Tithes & Offerings thru 12/31/16                  $746,798.82 
His Vision Our Faith                                          $30,58.20 
  
January 2018 through 1/14/18: 
Tithes & Offerings                                           $88,248.79 
Tithes & Offerings YTD 1/14/2018                $902,460.05 
Tithes & Offerings (same period 2017)         $817,705.76 
His Vision Our Faith                                        $13,057.00 
His Vision Our Faith YTD                           $1,121,691.71 
*Fiscal year Sept. 2017—August 2018 
 

EBC STAFF

KINGDOM CONTRIBUTIONS

GIFTS WERE GIVEN…
In memory of Wes Strader by 

Emmy Dickinson 
Marilyn & Jerry Gaines 

Teresa Hines 
Susan Pendleton 


