
The Revelation Burger Revelation 15
This morning we’ll be walking through chapter 15 of the book of Revelation. We previously finished up chapter 14, which describes the ultimate end event in which all the Earth is harvested- and I made a defense for the goodness, fairness, justice of God displayed to all- even through that event, even through all the difficult events described in Revelation. And so now in chapter 15, the result of the chapter 14 harvesting is described- placing our focus on the end result of all the end events detailed in Revelation. But this end result is sandwiched in-between the setting up of the final 7 events that will lead up to this harvest. And so what we’re going to do, is read the 2 sandwich ends of the passage- we’re going to take care of the bread first, and then we’ll focus in on the wholesome goodness that is inside the sandwich. Anyone like hamburgers? I really like hamburgers- not a hamburger from Wendy’s or Burger King- that’s not what I’m talking about. I’m talking about the perfectly grilled, flavorful, juicy hamburger on a gourmet slightly toasted home-made bun, just the right amount and combination of toppings and sauces inside, it’s still warm- yummm… but sometimes you don’t get to that perfect bite of burger, bun, topping, sauce until bite 2 or 3- sometimes there is just a little too much bun if you know what I’m talking about. Anyone know what I’m talking about? So this morning we’re going to take a bite or two from the bun, and then we’ll get to the perfect burger bite inside. So check it out, here’s one end of the sandwich, verse 1 of chapter 15…

Ok, so what often happens in the book of Revelation, is John mentions something, he foreshadows it or minimally introduces it- but then explains it in more detail later. So here, let’s skip down to the other end of the sandwich in verse 5, bite 2 of the bun- and we’ll read through the end of the chapter that explains more fully what John saw concerning these 7 angels. Verses 5-8…

Alright, so we’ve read both of the bread ends, let’s take a closer look now at what’s presented here, before we move on to the meat of the sandwich. In verse 5, we see mentioned the phrase “the temple of the tabernacle of testimony in heaven.” Now that’s a mouthful. No bun, I mean, pun intended. It’s probably worth defining here the words “temple” and “tabernacle.” Both had pretty much the same function- they were both historical, physical, earthly housings for God- structures for a human to enter into and encounter God. The Tabernacle came first- it was a leather, tent-like portable structure that could be set up and taken down, as Moses and the people traveled through the wilderness. Moses and Joshua would enter into the tabernacle tent, and God would communicate with them there. Acts 7:44 calls this tabernacle the “tabernacle of testimony.” As far as I know, I don’t think the Bible offers an explanation to this name, but some have suggested it is named this because the tabernacle contained the 10 commandments, which served to testify against sin. I personally disagree, and think it would make more sense to assume the “testimony” in the name is not referring to sin, but would be referring more so to the place where those who enter are the ones who testify (proclaim, speak of, bear witness to) the reality of the Creator God that they have the privilege of encountering. That makes a little more sense to me why it might be called this, but again, the Bible doesn’t give explanation behind the name.  

Later on in history, King Solomon built a more permanent house for God, and this structure was called the temple. That 1st temple was destroyed a little less than 600 years before Jesus was born, and a 2nd one was built 70 years later- around 500 ish years before Jesus- but it too was destroyed, that destruction taking place about 40 years after Jesus’ death on the cross. But before it was destroyed, we see in the New Testament that the early church started referring to Jesus followers as the temple- they are the true structure, they are the more appropriate “housing” for the presence of God- more so than a tent or a stone building.

But by the time we work our way through the New Testament and get to the book of Revelation- when the words temple or tabernacle are mentioned, they are always referring to God’s dwelling place in Heaven, not a dwelling place on Earth- and yet the New Testament concept of people being the temple tabernacle dwelling place of God still remains, as we saw in Revelation 13:6, it defines the tabernacle as being “those who dwell in heaven.”

So hear me out… this is the progressive revelation, the slowly revealed understanding of where God lives. It was first understood that He lives in a tent, then He lives in a nice building, then that He lives in us, to now what we understand today- He lives in us here on Earth and will continue to live in us/with us in Heaven. We have the benefit of living in this time period of history, in which God’s full plan has been completely mapped out and detailed. Those who lived long before us just got little analogies and illustrations, little clues and partial pieces of the puzzle. We now have the big picture, we can all be like, “Oh, God allowed the tabernacle/temple thing as an illustration, as preparation for, as something pointing towards- something bigger, better, more inclusive, more personal, more real.”

This is actually the point that the book of Hebrews makes in Hebrews chapters 8-10. Hebrews chapter 8 specifically refers to the Old Testament tabernacle, priests, and offerings as shadow copies of the real, heavenly things; and that the ministry of Jesus is better than that system, that Jesus’ covenant is better than that covenant, that Jesus’ promise is better than that promise.

I used to have a mindset, a mindset that I think a huge majority of Christians around the world, and surely many even here at One Church have- and that is the mindset that the Old Testament things of the tabernacle, Moses and the people traveling with God, the temple and sacrifices, the holy of holies, the Kingdom of Israel under King David and King Solomon- that those things were like the “real deal” and now that we have the New Testament, we just don’t have to do those things anymore, like there’s a grace, a forgiveness, almost a consolation prize, since there’s no temple anymore- we just have to “metaphorically” think of ourselves as the temple, a substitution copy of a real thing that used to be in existence. But actually the opposite is true according to scripture. The reality that the Bible states, is that those “real” Old Testament physical building things, customs, traditions, law, kingdoms, etc- scripture says that they are the shadow copies intended to point us to the real real things such as Jesus being the ultimate King, Priest, God who sacrificed Himself so that we can live with Him in an unstoppable everlasting Kingdom of peace and prosperity. Maybe you’ve always had that correct perspective, but for me- understanding scripture in this way was a fairly big shift in perspective. And here’s my warning to you: Anyone who attempts in the future to convince you that those things in the Old Testament need to be recreated in some form- anyone doing that is deceived and is functioning under the Spirit of the Anti-Christ. 

Ok. So, from what it sounds like, the Bible here seems to be describing to us the “real” holy of holies in Heaven. The innermost room of Heaven where God dwells, the temple of the tabernacle of testimony in heaven- and from this place, angles emerge. The angels are described as wearing clean and bright linen, and their chests are wrapped with golden sashes. This is the type of attire that the priests were told to wear in the Old Testament, but again the idea is not that the angels are wearing white linen and sashes because the Levite priests wore white linen and sashes- no, it’s rather that the Levite priests were told to dress this way as to reflect what angels in Heaven wear. The priests and the priestly systems were a shadow copy, an illustration of the real things of Heaven. 

And these angels are doing a formal, necessary, cleansing work- as would the priests of the Old Testament. They are doing the cleansing preparation required for mankind to commune with the Almighty Creator God. This is the real temple preparation, that the priests of the Old Testament were illustrating. This is the real live concert, the Old Testament stuff was just a smaller scale dress rehearsal. 

Verse 7 says one of the four living creatures gives the 7 bowls of wrath to the 7 angels- these four living creatures were mentioned earlier back in chapter 4, and they’re mentioned as well in the book of Ezekiel. We don’t know much about them, but they seem to be heavenly, angelic-like beings that have a different role, perhaps a more elevated role than that of angels. 

Then verse 8 tells us that the temple of God there in Heaven fills with smoke from the glory and power of God. Here is yet another place that we can recognize the Old Testament pointing to a Heavenly reality. 1 Kings 8 describes the opening day of the temple King Solomon built- it tells us that glory of the Lord filled the temple, as a cloud, and none of the priests could enter it because of the cloud of glory. (1 Kings 8:10-11) That was a earthly manifestation of a reality that exists or will exist in Heaven. It’s also worth noting here that this verse tells us that no one enters into God’s presence in the temple of Heaven, no one enters there until after the plagues of the Great Tribulation. And we’ll look at those 7 plagues, the 7 Bowls of Wrath, later in our study when we walk through chapter 16- but for today, we’re going to focus in on the meat of the sandwich that we skipped over, the perfect burger bite that we’ve all been waiting for- look with me at verses 2-4…    

All throughout the book of Revelation there is sprinkled together the concepts of reward and judgment, victory and defeat, those who overcome and those who will be overcome. The language is right in line with what the rest of scripture calls for- the Day of the Lord is referred to several times in the Old Testament and it is described as a great day of rescue and judgment, a great day of reward and punishment. So how can it be both, why is it described in positive terms alongside negative terms? Well, it just depends on whose side you’re on. The victory of one military force means the defeat of another military force. And the Bible makes the case that only those on the side of the eternal King Jesus will have the victory. Here in Revelation 15 there is a setting up of the events that will be described in chapter 16- the 7 plagues referred to as the 7 bowls of wrath, the bread ends of the sandwich- but in that setting up of the defeat, the doom and gloom, the destruction- in verses 2-4 there is a reminder of the meat of the sandwich: victory for those in Christ Jesus. The meat of the Great Tribulation sandwich is victory for followers of Jesus. These followers are described in verse 2 as those victorious over the beast, victorious over the beast’s image, victorious over the number of the beast's name. 



These won’t be deceived by the beastly nation state, they won’t compromise, they won’t idolize the nation or leader, they won’t identify themselves with any symbol associated with this governing entity- no matter the consequence, their allegiance will be only to King Jesus and to His coming Kingdom. They are described as standing on a sea of glass mixed with fire. Now this is imagery worth exploring a bit. A sea of glass- in other words, a sea, which throughout all of history, has been a place known to be very dangerous, mysterious, powerful- we’re talking storms, currents, sea creatures, deep darkness, ups and downs, difficult to navigate, emptiness as far as the eye can see- this place, now smooth as glass; these who are victorious are standing on this glassy smooth sea, feet on top of the water, walking, standing, conquering over it and unafraid- just like Jesus when He walked on the water during the storm- except now there is no more storm. Perfect tranquility and peace.

And the glassy smooth sea of peace is mixed with fire. I believe the imagery is not that the glassy smooth sea is on fire, no, it’s that the sea itself is mixed with fire. The Greek word here for “mixed” is typically used to describe a whole, one-unit something that has been created by the mixing of two separate elements. I described to you the common thoughts of fear about the sea, and fire was and is typically feared in the same type manner. Fire is used to cook with and is used for warmth, yes, but fire was and is associated with destruction, conquering, judgement. A conquering military, whether justly or unjustly- burns down the cities it conquers. Forest fires, can quickly level massive amounts of land. Just as a sea can batter and swallow up large structures so that they’re never seen again- so also does a fire batter and swallow up large structures never to be seen again. 

Mankind, throughout history, has attempted to develop skills, equipment, wisdom in order to avoid the devastating power of water and fire- but even in today’s modern times the conclusion is pretty much what it has always been- given the right set of circumstances- water and fire are going to do what they’re going to do. They’re going to take what they want to take, and mankind is pretty much helpless to do anything about it.   

Here we have 2 massively powerful destructive forces, described as being combined together- as if here is the super natural power force of nature far more destructive than anything anyone in history has ever witnessed through isolated sea and fire disasters- the flooding, raging power of water mixed with the burning consuming power of fire- I’m thinking terrifying tsunami waves of lava- and those who choose Jesus as their King and reject all the other imposter kings- we’ll be chillin’, standing above, standing on this raging super power destruction force that has been rendered smooth as glass for us, by the authority of God Almighty. In fact, we’ll be so at peace there standing on top of the sea fire destruction, that’ll we’re going to worship and sing. Do you see what this language is trying to convey to us? 

God is trying to express to us a level of peace and victory that is really hard for us to imagine or describe with words. Maybe I could liken it to me bringing in to the church a massive, hungry, wild Grizzly bear, letting it curl up and sleep here on the stage, and I would then sit on top of it, playing the guitar and wholeheartedly lead in worship. I would either have to be absolutely crazy, or I would be experiencing the most super natural sense of confidence, victory, trust, peace that I’ve ever experienced in my life. Whatever it is that would enable me to do something like that and authentically worship before God in that circumstance- that is the thing God is promising to all of us as His followers. That type of feeling, that type of confidence, that victory, that peace, that joy, that fearlessness- is the end game result of a life lived pursuing Jesus.   

Verse 3 calls the song the “song of Moses,” and the “song of the Lamb.” Exodus 15 records the lyrics of the song that Moses and the people of Israel sang to the Lord after He brought them out of Egypt on dry land through the sea, after God closed up the waters on top of the Egyptian army, chariots, horses, and horsemen of Pharaoh. The lyrics speak of the Lord being strength and salvation, of the Lord being a warrior who destroys the enemy- burning them up like dry grass- drowning them through covering them in the sea. The lyrics are totally different in Exodus 15 from what we see in Revelation 15, so this probably isn’t meant to be taken as we will sing the exact same song lyrics that Moses and the people did in Exodus- but the idea is more that it’s the same type song of victory that was sung by Moses and the people in Exodus 15. Before that song of victory was sung by Moses and the people, God gave sign after sign after sign- that He is the true God. Before that song of victory was sung, God was patient and patient and patient. Before that song of victory was sung, we have recorded that some of the Egyptians believed in the true God and joined in with Moses and the people. Before that song of victory was sung, those who rejected God’s mercy were still chasing after and trying to kill those of faith- but they were finally, rightfully, judged and destroyed. 

It will be the same type scenario when the events of Revelation start happening. Wonders will be taking place, events will be screaming out to all creation that only the Lord Jesus is God and King- sign after sign after sign. He will be patient and patient and patient. And in the end, those who still refuse to surrender to Jesus, who still chose to cause harm to others who follow Jesus- they will be rightfully judged and destroyed; and Jesus’ people- we will rejoice in our rescue, we will sing out in joy, we will be placed above the destruction, in perfect peace, contentment, and happiness- we will stand above the fiery waters of destruction that destroys our enemies. 

And even after witnessing all the events of the book of Revelation, after all the destruction- as the 2nd half of verse 3 states- we will proclaim that God’s actions are great, marvelous, righteous, and true. We will have witnessed God’s goodness, fairness, mercy, patience, justice- opportunity given to all- and will be able to proclaim: “yes- God has acted in greatness, the things He has done have been marvelous. His decisions and acts have been righteous. There has been no fault, no deceit, no mis-step- He has been, He is, and He will be forever true.”  

And look with me at how verse 4 echoes what we talked about a few week ago, this language echoes the eternal Gospel that the angel proclaimed back in chapter 14:7 that says: “Fear God and give Him glory, because the hour of His judgment has come; worship Him who made the heaven and the earth, and sea and springs of waters.” This is what is described as the “eternal gospel” that will be preached to all those who live on the earth- every nation, tribe, language, and people: Fear, glorify, worship Jesus the Creator God. Here in the song, in verse 4 of chapter 15, these questions are asked- “Who will not fear the Lord? Who will not glorify Him? All the nations will come to worship- so who is the person who won’t worship Him?” In other words, God will have made it so clear that all He simply requires is for people to fear, glorify and worship Him- and after all this, after all that’s displayed, after all the information given, after all the mercy, power, patience, love, goodness, truth shown- and people still refuse to honor Him- these who will be victorious in the end, singing this song, will be like: “How could you possibly not fear, glorify, and worship God? Who are these people? Who do they think they are?” It will be well deserved and justified when God brings just judgement. 

We don’t know for sure, but I’m personally convinced that this song is the same song referred to back in chapter 14 verse 3, the song sung by the 144,000 that no one else will be able to learn. We have the lyrics here in chapter 15, but the only ones who will be able to learn and sing this melody will be the multitude of believers from all nations, who have been marked not with the earthly mark required to buy and sell and maintain life on Earth, but rather marked with the name of the Lamb of God- those figuratively represented by the number 144,000. 

This song is not only the “song of Moses,” but it is also the “song of the Lamb.” In the book of Exodus, the lamb was the means by which Moses and the people were rescued, leading up to the song of Moses. Without the lamb, there would be no song of Moses. The lamb was sacrificed, it’s blood smeared on the house doorposts of the people of faith. The sacrifice of the lamb was what would shield the people from the coming death of the first born in their family. Those without the lamb’s blood- every family lost their first born child later that night. This is the act that ended up releasing the people of faith from Egyptian slavery. And yet, even though they were released, their enemy still pursued them. But ultimately in the end, their captors and enemies were killed by the waters that closed in on them. This is our story too, and it will also be the story of those living during the Great Tribulation. Jesus the Lamb, sacrificed Himself for us. In a spiritual sense, His blood is applied to the framework of our lives. It shields us from a coming death. The blood of the Lamb releases us to live free and no longer captive. But we still have an enemy who will pursue us. Yet in the end, that enemy will be swallowed up not only in water, but in water mixed with fire. And we will sing a song, as we stand in victory over destruction, a song likened to the song of Moses, a song of the Lamb- celebrating our means of rescue- Jesus Christ the Lamb of God.

Church, I want so badly for us all to set our sights on the amazing victory God has in store for us. I want us to be encouraged now in the present, knowing what is coming in the future. 

