
1 



2 

WELCOME 
OPENING HYMN “Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me”  #722  

1.  Lord, take my hand and lead me 
upon life's way; 
direct, protect, and feed me 
from day to day. 
Without your grace and favor 
I go astray; 
so take my hand, O Savior, 
and lead the way.  

2. Lord, when the tempest rages, 
I need not fear; 
for you, the Rock of Ages, 
are always near. 
Close by your side abiding, 
I fear no foe, 
for when your hand is guiding, 
in peace I go.  

INVOCATION & CALL TO WORSHIP  

P:  In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen.  

P:  This is the day which the Lord has made; 

C:  let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

P:  From the rising of the sun to its se ng, 

C:  the name of the Lord is to be praised 

P:  Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, 

C:  slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. 

P:  Jesus said: If any man would come a er Me, 

C:  let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me. 

P:  Christ was wounded for our transgressions. 

C:  He was bruised for our iniqui es. 

3 Lord, when the shadows lengthen 
and night has come, 
I know that you will strengthen 
my steps toward home, 
then nothing can impede me, 
O blessed Friend! 
So, take my hand and lead me 
unto the end.  
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P:  From the rising of the sun to its se ng, 

C:  the name of the Lord is to be praised. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness. 

[We reflect on God’s Word and our need for His forgiveness] 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have le  undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the 
sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 
Amen. 

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all 
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore for-
give you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

FIRST READING  Genesis 41:38-46 

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL  John 12:23-36  

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twel h chapter. 

C: Glory to You, O Lord.  

(The Gospel is read.) 
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P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to You, O Christ.  

 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth.  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pon us Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Chris an Church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrec on of the body, 

    and the life ✞ everlas ng. Amen. 

 

SERMON HYMN “O God, Forsake Me Not”    #731 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1  O God, forsake me not! 
Your gracious presence lend me; 
Lord, lead Your helpless child; 
Your Holy Spirit send me 
That I my course may run. 
O be my light, my lot, 
My staff, my rock, my shield-- 
O God, forsake me not! 

2  O God, forsake me not! 
Take not Your Spirit from me; 
Do not permit the might 
Of sin to overcome me. 
Increase my feeble faith, 
Which You alone have wrought. 
O be my strength and pow'r-- 
O God, forsake me not! 
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SERMON  “Joseph: Pharaoh’s Right-Hand Man”   Pastor Sam Pitsch 
 

PRAYER 

P:  In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C:  Lord, have mercy. 

P:  For the gi  of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C:  Lord, have mercy. 

P:  For the holy Chris an Church, here and sca ered throughout the world, and for the procla-
ma on of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord: 

C:  Lord, have mercy. 

P:  For this na on, for our ci es and communi es, and for the common welfare of us all, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C:  Lord, have mercy. 

P:  For seasonable weather and for the frui ulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord: 

C:  Lord, have mercy. 

P:  For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who travel, 
let us pray to the Lord: 

C:  Lord, have mercy. 

P:  For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, and for 
all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C:  Lord, have mercy. 

3  O God, forsake me not! 
Lord, hear my supplica on! 
In ev'ry evil hour 
Help me resist tempta on; 
And when the prince of hell 
My conscience seeks to blot, 
Be then not far from me-- 
O God, forsake me not! 

4  O God, forsake me not! 
Lord, I am Yours forever. 
O keep me strong in faith 
That I may leave You never. 
Grant me a blessed end 
When my good fight is fought; 
Help me in life and death-- 
O God, forsake me not! 
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P:  For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord: 

C:  Lord, have mercy. 

P:  Finally, for these and all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord: 

C:  Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
 

OFFERING 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  

C: Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into tempta on, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

EVENING PRAYER 

C:  I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have gra-
ciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have 
done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, 
my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may 
have no power over me. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION  

P:  We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 

C:  He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 
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 P:  Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven; whose sin is covered. 

C:  He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 

P:  The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and pre-
serve you. 

C:  Amen. 

HYMN   “Jesus, Refuge of the Weary”  #423  

1  Jesus, refuge of the weary, 
Blest Redeemer, whom we love, 
Fountain in life's desert dreary, 
Savior from the world above: 
O en have Your eyes, offended, 
Gazed upon the sinner's fall; 
Yet upon the cross extended, 
You have borne the pain of all. 

2  Do we pass that cross unheeding, 
Breathing no repentant vow, 
Though we see You wounded, bleeding, 
See Your thorn-encircled brow? 
Yet Your sinless death has brought us 
Life eternal, peace, and rest; 
Only what Your grace hath taught us 
Calms the sinner's deep distress. 

3  Jesus, may our hearts be burning 
With more fervent love for You; 
May our eyes be ever turning 
To behold Your cross anew 
Till in glory, parted never 
From the blessed Savior's side, 
Graven in our hearts forever, 
Dwell the cross, the Crucified. 


