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WELCOME 
OPENING HYMN “Children of the Heavenly Father”   #725 

1  Children of the heav’nly Father 
safely in his bosom gather. 
Nestling bird nor star in heaven 
such a refuge e’er was given. 

2  God his own doth tend and nourish, 
in his holy courts they flourish. 
From all evil things he spares them, 
in his mighty arms he bears them. 

INVOCATION & CALL TO WORSHIP  

P:  In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen.  

P:  This is the day which the Lord has made; 

C:  let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

P:  From the rising of the sun to its se ng, 

C:  the name of the Lord is to be praised 

P:  Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, 

C:  slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. 

P:  Jesus said: If any man would come a er Me, 

C:  let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me. 

P:  Christ was wounded for our transgressions. 

C:  He was bruised for our iniqui es. 

P:  From the rising of the sun to its se ng, 

C:  the name of the Lord is to be praised. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

3  Neither life nor death shall ever 
from the Lord his children sever. 
Unto them his grace he showeth, 
and their sorrows all he knoweth. 

4  Though he giveth or he taketh, 
God his children ne’er forsaketh. 
His the loving purpose solely 
to preserve them safe and holy. 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness. 

[We reflect on God’s Word and our need for His forgiveness] 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have le  undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the 
sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 
Amen. 

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all 
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore for-
give you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

FIRST READING  Genesis 41:1-14  

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL  Ma hew 23:1-12  

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Ma hew, the twenty-third chapter. 

C: Glory to You, O Lord.  

(The Gospel is read.) 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to You, O Christ.  
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APOSTLES’ CREED  

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth.  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pon us Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Chris an Church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrec on of the body, 

    and the life ✞ everlas ng. Amen. 

 

SERMON HYMN “Eternal Father, Strong to Save”  #717 

3  O Spirit, whom the Father sent, 
To spread abroad the firmament; 
O wind of heaven, by Thy might, 
Save all who dare the eagle’s flight. 
And keep them by Thy watchful care, 
From every peril in the air.  

4  O Trinity of love and pow'r, 
Our people shield in danger's hour; 
From rock and tempest, fire and foe, 
Protect them where-soe'er they go; 
Thus evermore shall rise to Thee 
Glad praise from air and land and sea.  

1  Eternal Father, strong to save, 
Whose arm hath bound the restless wave, 
Who bidd'st the mighty ocean deep 
Its own appointed limits keep: 
O hear us when we cry to Thee 
For those in peril on the sea.  

2  O Christ! the Lord of hill and plain, 
O’er which our traffic runs amain, 
By mountain pass or valley low; 
Wherever, Lord, Thy people go, 
Protect them by Thy guarding hand, 
From every peril on the land! 
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SERMON  “Joseph: Remembered and Promoted”   Pastor Sam Pitsch 
 

PRAYER 

P:  In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C:  Lord, have mercy. 

P:  For the gi  of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C:  Lord, have mercy. 

P:  For the holy Chris an Church, here and sca ered throughout the world, and for the procla-
ma on of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord: 

C:  Lord, have mercy. 

P:  For this na on, for our ci es and communi es, and for the common welfare of us all, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C:  Lord, have mercy. 

P:  For seasonable weather and for the frui ulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord: 

C:  Lord, have mercy. 

P:  For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who travel, 
let us pray to the Lord: 

C:  Lord, have mercy. 

P:  For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, and for 
all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C:  Lord, have mercy. 

P:  For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord: 

C:  Lord, have mercy. 

P:  Finally, for these and all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord: 

C:  Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
 

OFFERING 
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LORD’S PRAYER  

C: Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into tempta on, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

EVENING PRAYER 

C:  I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have gra-
ciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have 
done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, 
my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may 
have no power over me. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION  

P:  We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 

C:  He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 

P:  Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven; whose sin is covered. 

C:  He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 

P:  The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve 
you. 

C:  Amen. 
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 HYMN   “Rock of Ages Cle  for Me ”  #761 

1  Rock of Ages, cle  for me, 
Let me hide myself in Thee; 
Let the water and the blood, 
From Thy riven side which flowed, 
Be of sin the double cure: 
Cleanse me from its guilt and pow'r. 

2  Not the labors of my hands 
Can fulfill Thy Law's demands; 
Could my zeal no respite know, 
Could my tears forever flow, 
All for sin could not atone; 
Thou must save, and Thou alone. 

3  Nothing in my hand I bring; 
Simply to Thy cross I cling. 
Naked, come to Thee for dress; 
Helpless, look to Thee for grace; 
Foul, I to the fountain fly; 
Wash me, Savior, or I die! 

4  While I draw this flee ng breath, 
When mine eyelids close in death, 
When I soar to worlds unknown, 
See Thee on Thy judgment throne, 
Rock of Ages, cle  for me, 
Let me hide myself in Thee. 


