
 
 
May 9th, 2020 
 
 
MCC Family, 
 
Yesterday afternoon, Governor Tom Wolf announced that beginning May 15th, 2020, 
Westmoreland County will enter the Yellow Phase of the structured effort to reopen 
society.  
 
This is exciting news! As we consider what this means for MCC there are a number of 
factors we must keep in mind: 
 

1. The Yellow Phase still prohibits gatherings of more than 25 people 
2. Such small group gatherings of people are still required to observe social 

distancing guidelines as issued by the Center for Disease Control. 
3. Such guidelines include 6 feet of space separation, no physical contact with 

others, wearing masks whenever possible, etc.  
4. We believe it is important for the church to be as clean as possible and for that 

cleanliness to be maintained in the most sustainable way possible.  
5. We need to have a clear plan for organizing the various volunteers that worship 

services and ministry gatherings depend upon 
 
These are but a few of the numerous factors we have to account for before we are able 
to begin gathering again for corporate worship in the MCC building. Thankfully the 
Session has begun discussing these matters along with our Deacons and staff 
members. However, we cannot rush into this decision and we believe it is prudent to 
slowly renter gathering together. 
 
This week our Session will meet as frequently as possible among ourselves, deacons, 
and staff to determine the details for three phases that we will follow as we move 
forward: a red, yellow, and green phase. 
 
While some in our congregation are not ready to return to worship in the church 
building, others are eager to return to worship in the church building. We are 
considering both groups as we consider what the yellow phase should look like for our 
church. 
 
For the last seven weeks we have been operating in a Red Phase as outlined below. 
The Session has been and will continue to meet regularly to work out the details of a 



transition from this Red Phase to a Yellow Phase.  We hope to outline, explain, and 
communicate the details of the Yellow Phase to the congregation as soon as possible.  
 

Red Phase 
  
Virtual Worship Service at 10 am on Sunday mornings 
Devotions Live-Streamed online at 9am on Weekdays 
Virtual Prayer Service at 6:30pm on Wednesdays 
No Large Group Meetings in the Church Building 
No Small Group Meetings in the Church Building 
Ministry Staff working off-site at Home through-out the week 

 
It is our hope and prayer to take positive actual steps toward some form of physical 
gathering soon. 
 
Please continue to be patient with us as we think through all that needs to be thought 
through in order to gather again as safely and as soon as possible. We regret not 
having more details about what and when the Yellow Phase will be. Frankly, we are just 
not ready to do so at this time. 
 
To be clear, when Westmoreland County enters the state’s Yellow Phase, the church 
will remain in its Red Phase until further notice, potentially even beyond May 15th, 2020.  
 
Why are we doing what the Governor says to do? 
 
We want to explain as concisely and clearly as possible the reason we have been 
abiding by the orders, restrictions, and guidelines as issued by the State of 
Pennsylvania concerning the COVID-19 crisis. As we make decisions going forward, 
we are fully expecting that members of our congregation will disagree with some or 
even many of those decisions. But even if there is disagreement about the decisions 
we have made or will make, we do hope there can at least be mutual respect and 
understanding as to why those decisions are made and for what purpose. 
 
We want to be clear, that we do believe that there is a proper time for faithful and 
lawful civil disobedience as Christians. However, it is not our understanding or belief 
that our current situation is one of those times.  
 
In Romans 13:1-5 scripture states 
 

“Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no 
authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 
Therefore, whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and 
those who resist will incur judgment. For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, 
but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what 
is good, and you will receive his approval, for he is God’s servant for your good. 



But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is 
the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. 
Therefore, one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but also for 
the sake of conscience.” 

 
What this means is that, while the spiritual keys of the kingdom have been given to the 
church, the sword of justice and protection among men is given by God to the civil 
government, according to the work of His holy providence. Any civil government’s 
purpose under heaven should include preserving life, protecting life, and acting for the 
good of society’s members, not against them.  
 
Of course, that doesn’t mean that we should follow the government blindly. It does not 
mean that the civil government will never abuse it’s use of the sword. In such a case, 
we do believe that civil disobedience is not only permitted by God’s Word, but is 
required, when one of the following two things happen: 
 

1. The civil government commands us to do something that scripture forbids 
 

Or 
 

2. The civil government forbids us from doing something that scripture commands 
 
Again, at this time to the best of our knowledge, we do not believe that the federal, 
state, or local government is doing either of these things regarding the COVID-19 
crisis.  
 
One might reasonably ask, “Doesn’t scripture command us to gather for public 
worship?”  
 
Yes, of course it does. In normal circumstances, to neglect meeting together for 
corporate worship on the Lord’s Day is sin. Hebrews 13:24-25 says, 
 

“And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not 
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one 
another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.” 

 
But in certain unusual circumstances under God’s providence, scripture does make 
provision for people to not gather publicly for worship with the rest of God’s people. 
This would include for instance the case of leprosy as outlined in Leviticus 13 and 14.  
In those passages, a person who has leprosy, which was commonly believed to be a 
condition spread through contagion, for the sake of the person’s safety and others in 
the faith community, were separated from publicly worshiping in the assembly of God’s 
people. But that hardly means that said persons couldn’t worship God privately in their 
home. 
 



We have never stopped gathering for worship. Obviously, we haven’t been worshiping 
in the church building. But certainly, as Christians we haven’t stopped worshipping the 
Lord our God privately in our homes. Separately in our homes, we have continued to 
gather together thanks to the technology afforded to us today. It is not ideal. Not in any 
sense is it satisfactory. Praise God that it is not permanent. But we have been 
gathering.  
 
The point isn’t that today we are all lepers. The point is that there are instances when 
not meeting together physically for public worship is not sinful. For members of our 
church that were shut-in their homes long before the stay at home order was in effect, 
those persons were not sinning by not gathering with us. For some it wouldn’t be safe 
for them to do so. And so, neither have we been sinning these last two months by not 
gathering publicly in the church building for worship, in order to help stop the spread of 
a novel, unknown, and dangerous contagious disease. 
 
It is our belief that currently the government has a reasonable claim that, in order to 
prevent the spread of a highly contagious and dangerous disease certain preventive 
measures are necessary. This is consistent with the civil government’s role to preserve 
life and protect life within its proper function. At this time, there is no reason for us to 
question the government’s assessment and approach to the situation so far as it 
concerns the church. 
 
In addition, we do not believe that the church is being unfairly targeted by the 
Government at this time.  
 
We do not believe the government is telling us what our theology must be or must not 
be at this time. 
 
Even so, we will keep both eyes open. And until such lines are crossed, we will 
continue to abide by the State’s requests as long we deem it reasonable and right to 
do so. 
 
In final analysis, we are ultimately taking the approach we are taking not because we 
are obeying the government but because we are obeying Jesus. It is not because we 
afraid to go to jail. It is not because we are afraid of being fined. It is not because we 
are cowering in the face of public opinion. It is not because we think the government 
has the right to trample on the constitution. Rather, it is what we believe it means to 
love God and love our neighbor as a church right now. It is hard. It is painful. It isn’t the 
way it is supposed to be. But it is the way it needs to be right now.  
 
Next Steps 
 
The Session, Diaconate, Staff, AV Team Members, and Musicians will be meeting 
regularly over the next week discussing a Yellow Phase for MCC.  
 



We will announce the details of a Yellow Phase as soon as we can. In the meantime, 
we are also considering creative ways we might see one another that are consistent 
with social distancing guidelines.  
 
It is our intention to continue live streaming our worships services indefinitely. 
 
Please pray for our deliberation together and as always, should you have questions, 
concerns, or things you want to make leadership aware of, please email myself at 
jason@murrysvillechurch.com, the session at session@murrysvillechurch.com , or our 
deacons at deacons@murrysvillechurch.com . 
 
I love you all. So much.  
 
Pastor Jason 
 
On Behalf of Session 
 


