Fall 2019
The Ark Campus Ministry helps TVCC students
discover their God-given purpose.
thearktvcc.org

DIRECTOR’S CUT
Back at The Ark and excited about the 2019-20
Returning as the Director of the Ark
Campus Ministry has been rewarding during the
fall 2019 semester. I have seen our students

(Mark 10), letting go of the things that keep us
from running to God (Heb. 12).
Every lesson’s focus is to help our students

grow as leaders, in their faith, and in learning

grow in 3 key areas: growing in their faith,

how to navigate diﬃcult life decisions.

becoming a better teammate, becoming a

Fellowship of Christian Athletes has been a

better student. Our weekly gatherings are

major part of the activities at The Ark this

centered on discussing these topics with one

semester. The majority of our on-campus

another so our students can grow in their faith

students are athletes (football, volleyball,
softball, mens and women’s basketball, cheer)

together and be encouraged by one another.
In this newsletter you will read about the

or aﬃliated with a student group that

diﬀerence that The Ark and our FCA Bible Study

participates in athletic events (Cardettes,

has made in the lives of our students this

Cardinal Regiment.) For this reason, the focus

semester.

on FCA has been a major support to our
students.
Over the semester topics that have been
discussed are: trusting God has a purpose for
us (Matt. 14), doing the right thing even when it’s
diﬃcult (Gen. 39), having empathy for others

Thank you for your support of The Ark and

The Williamson Family
Ark director Blake Williamson
you will read and pictures you will see would not with his wife Ashley, an eighth
grade math teacher in Athens,
be possible.
and their children: Karis -9,
- Blake
Kieran - 6, Kannon 4.
its mission. Without your help the testimonies

(Pictured above - cheer team and Cardettes.) FCA is designed to be fun and interactive. Each meeting starts oﬀ with a game. This
semester’s game has been gorilla, man, gun. This helps set the tone that our gatherings will be fun and full of joy, because I want our
students to be deeply encouraged when they leave each meeting and ready to go live out their faith and grow as a person.

(Pictured above) FCA students in their breakout groups. Students break out into smaller groups following the opening game. The
opening questions are simple and easy to answer questions with no wrong answer. I want our students to beginning thinking and
discussing with a particular focus that will later tie in to that night’s message. This allows our students to connect scripture back to
the original questions and their lives in a way that is interactive and helps them take ownership of their faith journey.

FCA

Fellowship of Christian Athletes is a well-known social club, with a
mission of bringing any and every athlete to grow into a better
relationship with Jesus Christ. For many people it might just be a time
to get away or learn something new; both are good reasons to attend.
For me, in Jr. High it was more about just getting away, but as I grew
older it started becoming a little more serious and helpful for me. I have
attended multiple different FCA groups and they all were great and each
helped me with something different. The FCA at TVCC is by far my
favorite one I have ever attended. For my teammates and I, it is a time
to bond and let loose of any stress and worries we may have. Whether it
is a hard math test the next day or a big game coming up, it is
astounding to be able to come together with Blake and all the other
athletes to just let go of our daily problems and let God work in our lives.
Every Tuesday Blake always opens us up with a prayer and fun little
games. He then begins his talk and ties it in with his sermon which
always seams to be very relevant to mine as well as others situations.
You will always walk out of the building feeling better about whatever
your problems are. I speak for all of the TVCC basketball team when I
say we are very grateful for Blake and Trinity Valley giving us the
opportunity that we have to come learn about his Word and spend
valuable time with each other.
Mason Brownlow - Palestine, TX
Men’s Basketball - Sophomore
FCA has been with me since my freshman year of high school. Now it’s
here my freshman year of college. It has helped me with my faith and
transition from home to college. It’s nice to see I’m not alone in my
faith. These meetings have got me back in faith with Jesus.
Lightning Sorrell - Donna, TX
Cheerleader - Freshman
My name is Lauren Castles, and I am a sophomore volleyball player at
TVCC. I grew up in Wichita Falls, TX and went to Archer City High
School. I have been blessed with a great group of players and coaches
on my team that love Jesus. I have been blessed to be able to go to
FCA because it is so comfortable, and I love being able to see other
students grow closer to the Lord.
Lauren Castles - Witchita Falls, TX
Volleyball - Sophomore
FCA has created a place where I can go to fellowship with friends from
TVCC that aren’t necessarily in my organization. I love showing up
and always seeing a kind face and meeting someone new; that
doesn’t always happen when you’re a part of a team already. Most of
my team, the Cardettes, regularly attend and getting to see another
side of them outside of practice has helped us grow as a group and
create relationships that will definitely last after our time here. I am so
thankful for what FCA has done for not only my personal life and team
but also for the environment on campus.
Macy McMillan - Abilene, TX
Cardettes - Sophomore

The Ark Campus Ministry
P.O. Box 1802
Athens, TX 75751

Wednesday Lunches

On Wednesday, October 9th, the
Athens Thrift store donated $126,000
to local charity organizations, including
$6,000 to the Ark. Please support the
Athens Thrift Store as they are doing
amazing work that is transforming our
community!

Thank you to all of
the churches who
helped serve our
students lunch on
Wednesdays during
the fall semester!!!
Supporting Churches
9/4/19 – FUMC, Apostles Class
9/11– Murchison FUMC
9/18 – FUMC, Methodist Men
9/25 – Life Fellowship
10/2 – Carroll Springs UMC
10/9 – First Presbyterian
10/16 – Church of the Nazarene
10/23 – FUMC,UMW
10/30 – Life Fellowship
11/6 – Murchison FUMC
11/13 – St. Edwards Catholic
11/20 – Church of the Living God

(Top) - Ark students say “thank you” to the
Athens Thrift Store. (Bottom) - Drew
Douglas (Athens Thrift Store founder),
Blake Williamson (Director of The Ark),
Matt Akin (GM of ATS), and Matt Cleaver
(President of The Ark) at the Athens Thrift
Store grant dispersement celebration.

