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MEMORY VERSE: “And you will hear of wars and threats of wars, but don’t panic. Yes, 
these things must take place, but the end won’t follow immediately.” Matthew 24:6 (NLT)

***Remember to listen to this week’s sermon, review the Sermon Notes Sheet and 
complete the discussion questions before attending your Connexion Group.

INTRODUCTION: 

We hear about it on the news and online. Our friends and neighbors warn us of the latest 
disaster rumors. Life is a dangerous endeavor. But God has diagnosed the pain of the 
world and written the book on its treatment.

This week we’ll explore one of the most prevalent fears around—the fear of global 
calamity.

OPENING DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

How are Christians to handle the onslaught of bad news that streams through our 
television sets and computer screens every day?

GROUP LESSON DISCUSSION

1. What was most helpful, encouraging, or challenging from this week’s sermon?

2. What is the difference between being aware of situations, like the latest political disaster, 
with a rational concern, and being alarmed or freaking out? 

Where is the fine line between being a realist and being a cynic?

3. Read Matthew 24:3-8. When you think of global disaster, do you fear being deceived by the 
media, politicians, or religious leaders? 

Why do you think Jesus mentioned deception first in his description of the end of the world?

How does false or empty optimism hurt you more than a realistic evaluation of your 
situation?
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4. Many Christians believe we’re compelled by Scripture to pray for peace around the globe, 
specifically for Israel in the Middle East. Do you think such prayers are in vain? 

If there will always be wars, what should believers hope and pray for?

5. Read Matthew 24:9-14. Have you witnessed false teachers in your spiritual experience?

Why do false teachers inevitably point people away from Jesus? To what do they generally 
direct the attention of others?

6. “Everything will work out in the end. If it’s not working out, it’s not the end.” Do you agree 

with the above statement? Why or why not?

How can this statement bring comfort and alleviate fear?

next steps:
Take time each day this week to answer the following questions in your journal:

1. How do you generally react when your world seems to be spinning out of control?

2. What have you learned from observing the way mature Christians handle difficulties?

3. How well do you know Jesus? Would you be able to tell if someone was painting a false 

picture of Him? Explain.

4. Describe a time in your life when bad stuff served God’s good will.

5. Are you on the front lines in the defense of Christianity, or has your love for God grown 
cold? What’s the evidence?

6. Do you think you could handle the type of persecution that Christians face around the 
world?

7. How would you counsel yourself in times of persecution?


