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WEEK OF: 5/8/16 

MEMORY VERSE: “You intended to harm me, but God intended it all for good. He brought me to this position 

so I could save the lives of many people.” Genesis 50:20 (NLT) 

***Remember to listen to this week’s sermon, review the Sermon Notes Sheet and complete the discussion 
questions before attending your Connection Group. 
 
INTRODUCTION:  

We all know that we don’t always do what is right. We make mistakes, say wrong things and struggle with 

rebellion, self-pity and resentment. We know we need forgiveness. We all need second chances. We can all 

say like comedian Kat Williams, “I’m on my fifth second chance right now.” 

However, forgiveness is hard. One of the reasons forgiveness is so hard is that it’s a decision. It isn’t easy to 

choose to forgive when our emotions cry, “No, no, no!” It’s a whole lot easier to shout, “I won’t forgive; they 

don’t deserve to be forgiven!” “They don’t serve a second chance!” Of course, forgiveness is hard, but so is 

reaping the results of bitterness and unforgiveness.  

In this week’s sermon and Connexion Group lesson you will learn that everyone deserves a second chance. 

 

OPEN DISCUSSION QUESTION 

Do you identify with this statement: “Forgiveness is hard”? Why or why not? 

 

GROUP LESSON DISCUSSION 

1. What was most helpful, encouraging, or challenging from this week’s sermon? 
 

 

2. Can you remember a time when you found it difficult to forgive and give someone a second chance? 
Why was it so hard? 

 
 

3. Identify four to five people in the Bible who were given second chances. What happened after each of 
them were given a second chance? 
 

 

WEEKLY LESSON 
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4. Read the following passages and list what happens deep inside our soul when we deliberately choose 
to disobey God: 

 
 
Ephesians 4:30-31 
 
 
Hebrews 3:12-13 
 
 
Hebrews 12:14-15 
 
 

5. Have each participant to write a definition of “bitterness.” Compare your definition with a dictionary’s 
definition. 

 
 
What are some of the things that can happen in the life of a person who nurtures a bitter spirit? 
 
 
How can that spirit damage others? 

 
 

 

next steps 

As you take steps to forgive and give others a second chance, take time to read the following Bible 

passages this week.  

Day 1: Acts 7:9-14 

Day 2: Genesis 50:14-21 

Day 3: Matthew 18:21-35 

Day 4: Ephesians 4:30-31 

Day 5: Hebrews 3:12-13 

Day 6: Hebrews 12:14-15 

Day 7: Matthew 6:14-15 
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