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WEEK OF: 4/24/16 

MEMORY VERSE: “If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and not living in the truth. But if 

we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness.” 

1 John 1:8-9 (NLT) 

***Remember to listen to this week’s sermon, review the Sermon Notes Sheet and complete the discussion 
questions before attending your Connection Group. 
 
INTRODUCTION:  

The truth is we all need to be forgiven. The Bible makes it painfully clear that every one of us has built up an 

enormous debt of sin to God. The payment of that debt required nothing less than sacrifice of God’s own Son, 

Jesus. The Father is not free to forgive us. Someone else has paid the penalty we deserve. 

In this week’s sermon and Connexion Group lesson you will learn about God’s gracious forgiveness of you, in 

order to expand and strengthen your own capacity to forgive. 

 

OPEN DISCUSSION QUESTION 

Read Luke 15:11-31. Jesus’ story of the prodigal son never fails to move our hearts with joy and relief. Did 

you ever run away from home? Where did you go, and what happened? 

 

GROUP LESSON DISCUSSION 

1. What was most helpful, encouraging, or challenging from this week’s sermon? 
 

 

2. Based on what you have read and on your own experience, how would you describe the younger son’s 
feelings when he first left his Father’s home? 
 

when he was living it up in a distant land? 
 

when he was feeding pigs? 
 

when he saw his father running toward him? 
 
Which stages in the younger son’s journey parallel stages in your life? Explain the similarities. 

WEEKLY LESSON 



www.theconnexionpoint.com  ©2016 All Rights Reserved 
 

 
  

3. Why did the father stay at home and wait for the son’s return instead of going out to find the son? 
 
 
What other ways could the father have responded to the returning son? 
 
 
Using the father’s welcome of the runaway son as the pattern, what would you tell someone about 
God’s response to the sinner who returns to him? 
 
 

4. What do you think the younger son’s attitude and behavior toward the father was after his return? 
 

 
What does that tell you about the Christian’s motivation to live obediently to God? 
 
 

5. Do you identify more closely with the younger brother or the older brother in the story? Explain why. 
  

Based on the father’s word to both brothers in this parable, what personal words would God say to 
you if he sat down with you and had a father-to-child talk? 

 

next steps 

As you take steps to come empty and broken to God forgiveness, take time to read the following Bible 

passages this week.  

Day 1: Luke 15:1-7 

Day 2: Luke 15:8-10 

Day 3: Luke 15:11-19 

Day 4: Luke 15:20-24 

Day 5: Luke 15:25-30 

Day 6: Luke 15:31-32 

Day 7: 1 John 1:8-10 


