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THEME: THE GIFT OF PEACE!

KEY VERSE(S): Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the 
angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace 
to those on whom his favor rests.” Luke 2:14 (NIV)

MEMORY VERSE(S): “I am leaving you with a gift—peace of mind and heart. And the 
peace I give is a gift the world cannot give. So, don’t be troubled or afraid.” John 14:27 
(NLT)

***Remember to listen to this week’s sermon, review the Sermon Notes Sheet and 
complete the discussion questions BEFORE attending your Connexion Group!

INTRODUCTION: 

The world thinks of peace as the absence of war. Peace is not simply the 
absence of war or the absence of conflict. When most governments speak of 
peace, they talk about stability and national security.

The biblical vision of peace is much richer and more far-reaching than that of the 
world. Shalom in the Hebrew Scriptures, the word most often translated peace 
connotes healing, wholeness, prosperity, righteousness, unity, harmony, and total 
commitment.

This week in our groups we will take some time to discover how everyone’s 
holidays went.

What was the best thing that happened for you during the holidays?

What was most challenging about the holidays?

GROUP LESSON DISCUSSION

1. What was most helpful, encouraging, or challenging from the sermon series on 

peace?
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2. Jesus said, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.” 

Matthew 5:9 (NIV) Most of the time, do you feel like there’s a peacemaker or 

troublemaker living inside of you?

What would your closest family and friends say is usually living inside of you?

3. Read Philippians 2:3-8. Empathy is the ability to understand and share the feelings 

of another. It’s been described as walking in someone else’ shoes or moccasins. 

Figurately speaking, how well do you wear other people’s shoes?

Do you tend to wear other people’s shoes or force others to wear your shoes?

4. Read Philippians 4:4-9 What do you do to stay at peace when conflict or fear is 

brewing in the air?

What tends to be the source of conflict or fear in your life?

5. Read Jeremiah 29:7 and John 5:4-5. Would you describe yourself as more of a 

worker or a prayer? 

This week’s assignment: 

Take time this week to pray for the City of Baltimore. Determine some practical steps 
you can take this week to seek God’s will regarding your assignment to the City.


