
Spiritual 

Opposition 

Ezra 4:24  

“Then the work on the house of God that 

is in Jerusalem stopped, and it ceased 

until the 2nd year of the reign of Darius 

king of Persia."  



 

Welcome to our Sunday worship services at Evangelical Community Church. This is 
where we pray, sing, and learn from God’s Word. If you have any questions, please 
email our church leaders. 
 
 

If today’s message has moved your heart, you may download the audio mp3* recording 
at www.ecchk.org. If you wish for someone to pray for you, please send a prayer request 
to weeklyprayer@ecchk.org. 
 

Call to Worship Worship Leader 

Worship in Song* Congregation 

Responsive Worship* Congregation 

Pastoral Intercessory Prayer Pastor Adam McCulloch  

Scripture Reading  Gideon Chee 

Worship through the Word Pastor Adam McCulloch  

Worship through Prayer of Thanksgiving*  Congregation 

Announcements Staff 

Benediction Pastor Adam McCulloch  

*If you would like to enjoy the music used for this week’s worship, please use the QR 
code to open our playlist.  

Please visit our website and find us on Facebook by scanning the QR codes.  

9:15am Adult Sunday School Hankow MC 

9:15am Youth Sunday School Room 6, Hankow MC 

11:00am Worship Service 4/F YMCA, Hall 

11:00am Children’s Sunday School: 

Team Timothy (11-12), Team Paul (9-10) 

Team Joshua (7-8), Team Ruth/Miriam (3-6) 

 

Hankow MC 

2:00pm Filipino Ministry:                                             
Bible Study & fellowship 

Hankow MC 

                      ECC Website                   ECC Facebook            ECC YouTube  Connect     
Card                



Are you interested in studying a book of the Bible and developing friendships with 

other men at ECC?  If so, please join us on Tuesdays at 12:30 pm at the church office 

in the Metropole building.  We’ll be studying the book of Ephesians. If you have any 

questions, please contact Pastor Adam. 

Every first Sunday of the month, we will be hosting a prayer service where we can 

gather to focus on praying for the needs of those who are in our church family and 

beyond. The next prayer service will be on Sunday, March 5th.  

 

Our next lunch fellowship will be on Sunday, March 5th, right after the worship 

service. All are welcome to join us for a time of fellowship and catching up. Venue will 

be announced later. 
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Friendly Reminders: 
Ministry Leaders: Bulletin announcements must be submitted to bulletin@ecchk.org no later than 2:00pm, Wednesday. 
Please refer to For-Ministry-Leaders on our website for guidelines. Late submissions will not be entertained. Thank you. 

Adult Sunday School will focus on Bible doctrine this spring. This is to strengthen our 
understanding of Christianity's foundational principles. Interested students can pick up 
registration forms at the Welcome Table or you may also scan the QR code to register.   
For more details, please check our website or email grow@ecchk.org.  

 

 

 

Children’s Ministry is a vibrant, thriving ministry where children come to worship God and are 

equipped with the knowledge of who God is and what He has created them to be. Our Sunday 

classes are available for ages 3-12 at Hankow Ministry Center.  

 

Sunday Group:    2:00pm  Fellowship Meeting is held at the Hankow MC.  

Saturday Group: 11:00am  Come and join our Bible study and fellowship at the Metropole MC  

 

Our Men’s Group meets every Friday night via Zoom for a time of Bible study and fellowship. 

Please email to sign up and to keep in touch on future studies, fellowship and more.  
 

Wednesday Prayer Meeting is on via Zoom. Please go to our website’s Ministries section 

and click “Prayer” to request a prayer visit, or to submit prayer requests. Please subscribe 

to the weekly prayer list using the QR code. 

 

Looking to get plugged into our church community? Joining a small group is a great way to get 

involved in ECC’s family. Check out our website and contact us for more information. 

 

The Women's Bible Study will only meet for prayer every 2nd Wednesday of the month via Zoom. 

You may contact Ellen for the Zoom link or for further details.  
 

Youth is a stage that we all go through. Our goal is to be part of their highs and lows and express 

the truth; God’s love is unchanging, unending, and unconditional. If you are between 13-18, we are 

inviting you to join our Sunday school at the Hankow MC at 9:15am. For more details regarding 

Youth’s programs and activities, you may contact Sheila or Nathan. 

mailto:marcos@ecchk.org


Adversaries Oppose the Rebuilding 
1 Now when the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard that the returned exiles were 
building a temple to the Lord, the God of Israel, 2 they approached Zerubbabel and the heads 
of fathers' houses and said to them, “Let us build with you, for we worship your God as you 
do, and we have been sacrificing to him ever since the days of Esarhaddon king of 
Assyria who brought us here.” 3 But Zerubbabel, Jeshua, and the rest of the heads of fathers' 
houses in Israel said to them, “You have nothing to do with us in building a house to our God; 
but we alone will build to the Lord, the God of Israel, as King Cyrus the king of Persia has 
commanded us.” 4 Then the people of the land discouraged the people of Judah and made 
them afraid to build 5 and bribed counselors against them to frustrate their purpose, all the 
days of Cyrus king of Persia, even until the reign of Darius king of Persia. 6 And in the reign 
of Ahasuerus, in the beginning of his reign, they wrote an accusation against the inhabitants 
of Judah and Jerusalem. 
 
Rebuilding the Temple 
8 Now in the second year after their coming to the house of God at Jerusalem, in the second 
month, Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and Jeshua the son of Jozadak made a beginning, 
together with the rest of their kinsmen, the priests and the Levites and all who had come to 
Jerusalem from the captivity. They appointed the Levites, from twenty years old and upward, 
to supervise the work of the house of the Lord. 9 And Jeshua with his sons and his brothers, 
and Kadmiel and his sons, the sons of Judah, together supervised the workmen in the house 
of God, along with the sons of Henadad and the Levites, their sons and brothers. 10 And when 
the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the Lord, the priests in their vestments 
came forward with trumpets, and the Levites, the sons of Asaph, with cymbals, to praise 
the Lord, according to the directions of David king of Israel. 11 And they sang responsively, 
praising and giving thanks to the Lord, “For he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever 
toward Israel.” And all the people shouted with a great shout when they praised the Lord, 
because the foundation of the house of the Lord was laid. 12 But many of the priests and 
Levites and heads of fathers' houses, old men who had seen the first house, wept with a loud 
voice when they saw the foundation of this house being laid, though many shouted aloud for 
joy, 13 so that the people could not distinguish the sound of the joyful shout from the sound 
of the people's weeping, for the people shouted with a great shout, and the sound was 
heard far away. 
 
The King Orders the Work to Cease 
17 The king sent an answer: “To Rehum the commander and Shimshai the scribe and the rest 
of their associates who live in Samaria and in the rest of the province Beyond the River, 
greeting. And now 18 the letter that you sent to us has been plainly read before me. 19 And I 
made a decree, and search has been made, and it has been found that this city from of old 
has risen against kings, and that rebellion and sedition have been made in it. 20 And mighty 
kings have been over Jerusalem, who ruled over the whole province Beyond the River, to 
whom tribute, custom, and toll were paid. 21 Therefore make a decree that these men be 
made to cease, and that this city be not rebuilt, until a decree is made by me. 22 And take 
care not to be slack in this matter. Why should damage grow to the hurt of the king?” 
23 Then, when the copy of King Artaxerxes' letter was read before Rehum and Shimshai the 
scribe and their associates, they went in haste to the Jews at Jerusalem and by force and 
power made them cease. 24 Then the work on the house of God that is in Jerusalem stopped, 
and it ceased until the second year of the reign of Darius king of Persia. 

 
 

Please take a few minutes with a Christian family member or friend and prayerfully consider the 
following reflection questions. 
 

1. Have you experienced challenges or opposition when you have previously attempted to 
serve God? If so, how?  

 
2. What are some ways modern society might oppose Christian ministry today? 
 
3. How can you prepare yourself now to experience potential opposition in the future? 



Contact: familynews@ecchk.org               

1. Pray for those affected by the massive earthquake in Turkey and Syria. Pray that those who are 
still trapped might be rescued. Pray that Christians who are suffering would be comforted and that 
churches would be able to minister and show acts of love and kindness to those in need. Pray that 
those who aren't Christians would turn to Christ and find him in the midst of this disaster. 
 
2. Continue to pray for our missions partner Artos. Pray that God will soften the hearts of the non-
believers in the area. Pray for wisdom concerning more of what their team could offer, such as 
trauma healing workshops and programs that help strengthen family relationships in order to 
address the deep pain and challenges that the Kum family has faced. 
  
3. Continue to pray for healing among our members who are Covid positive. Pray for God's comfort 
while they heal and may they receive the proper treatment and medication. 
 
4. Pray for the ongoing sermon series through the book of Ezra. Pray that God would bring spiritual 
renewal and restoration to ECC, just as He did with the people of Israel.   

Staff  
Adam McCulloch (Pastor) adam.mcculloch@ecchk.org  

Ellen Ibarra ellen.ibarra@ecchk.org 
Greg Ng gregng@ecchk.org 
Hilda Tang hilda.tang@ecchk.org 
Joey Keung joey.keung@ecchk.org 
Kathy Wong kathy.wong@ecchk.org 

Rebecca Pesquera rebecca.pesquera@ecchk.org 

Elders (elders@ecchk.org)
Adam McCulloch (Pastor) adam.mcculloch@ecchk.org  

Alex Kun elder_alex@ecchk.org 

Rickie Hung elder_rickie@ecchk.org 

Deacons / Support Groups
Nonette Tsang & Anna Hui deacon-children@ecchk.org

John Tan deacon-finance@ecchk.org

Judy Leibowitz deacon-filipino@ecchk.org

(MOC) support-missions@ecchk.org 

Jackson Cheng (SG) smallgroups@ecchk.org 

Sheila Chan & Nathan Wong youth@ecchk.org 
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