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THE BARNABAS PAPERS
While in college, I worked at a Christian camp during the summer months for two consecutive years.  The camp is fairly 
well known in the Southern part of the state.  Every week, I would be in charge of 10-12 young boys, along with a co-
counselor.  We would look after their every need and want.  The parents would look us in the eyes when they dropped 
off their kids, saying, “These are my children, I don’t know you, but I am going to trust you with them for the next week.  
I am hoping that their life will be changed when I get back.”  Talk about a high expectations.  Most of the time, I was up 
for the challenge.  

For three months solid, we would say good-bye to one group of kids at 10 am only to get our next ones at 2 pm the 
same day.   This happened every 6 days like clockwork. There was not much time for a break, but maybe that was the 
plan.  You see, when we took that break from our duties, we tended to lose focus of what our purpose was at the camp.  
During our 4-hour break, many times, we would go to the lake and play around with the boats or even lay by the pool to 
catch some rays.  We began to think about our own desires and wishes.  We would lose sight of our reason to be there.

Church, pastor, and church leader, are you on “break?”  Have you lost your focus and your purpose for Christ?

My purpose, as a counselor was not to just guide and direct the kids in their activities, but ultimately, I was there to 
share the Good News.  This Good News had the greatest sound to it.  It was not the laughter of the kids, the splash of 
the pool or the roar of the competition, but rather the ringing of the large bell on the porch of the office.  What this 
signified was that someone had just given his or her life to Christ.  Salvation had come to someone in the camp.  

There was many a night when that the bell would ring non-stop for 2-3 hours.  One person after another would patiently 
wait in line to ring that bell for all of the camp to hear.  Two camps were in close proximity to ours and they could hear 
the ringing of the bell as well.  It was an awesome sound.  After each ring, the leaders and counselors from all over the 
camp would whoop and yell, sounding out their excitement for the kids who had given their lives to the Lord.

I find myself yearning to hear the sound of the bell again.  My ears are straining to hear the excitement of people who 
have walked alongside an individual, from the first conversation about Christ, to the time of Salvation, and even beyond.  
I am waiting desperately for the phone calls of the pastors who can’t wait to share the news that two more were saved 
this week at their church.

Church, we need to hear the bells ringing again.  The world around us needs to hear the excitement of the church for a 
lost sinner now saved by Grace.  Church, we must get back to the basics of who we are in Christ, our duty as a 
believer, and the work of the church.  I want and need to hear the bells of your church ringing again.  Do You?
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Church Highlight…………………………………………….Cross Roads Cowboy Church

The conception of the Cross Roads Cowboy church was in May of 2007, when Richland 
Baptist hosted a Cowboy pastor by the name of David Case to conduct a horse whispering 
event.  Looking back, it is amazing how God’s hand moved to make this event special.  
The church prayed earnestly for good weather for the event, but God sent heavy rains, and 
the crowds came.  We started the event on a Wednesday night and we had a barn full of 
spectators, and that is the way it was until Saturday evening.  God had a beautiful day on 
Saturday, and we thought, this would be the best crowd of the event, but only a few people 
showed up for the event. You see, never question God’s judgment.  During the event we 
had over 800 people, and out of that event, Cross Roads Cowboy Church started. 
  
The first service was in October of 2008 and started with basically 6 people form Richland 
Baptist.  The first years the church was located in the Callaway livestock sale barn, the 
church grew slowly and the needs of the Church sometimes conflicted with the operation of 
the sale barn, so we moved to an abandon warehouse.  This location served the basic needs of the church, but there was just 
something missing.  As a cowboy church we needed an arena  so that we could host horse events, to reach people in the Western 
Culture, which is our mission.  It was not long before God stepped in, and put an overwhelming desire in the members of the church 
to have a place of our own.  God’s timing is always the best, He provided a piece of property just across the street; and the amazing 
thing He even stepped in on the price negotiation.  Cowboy Churches are normally very poor, we reach the unchurched that have 
not been taught to give.  The negotiated price was within the budget of the church, but it was right at the upper end of what we could 
afford, and would put on hold some of the things that we wanted to do as a cowboy church, such as the arena.  During the appraisal 
process, the property appraised for ten thousand less than what the agreed price was.  When we went back to the owner, he took 
the appraised value; because we were a church and he wanted to see a church on the property.  The reduction in price  allowed us 
to not only build a church but also construct an arena.  We obtained construction financing and once the church and arena was 
completed, we need mortgage financing.  We were worried that the church property would not appraise high enough to get a 
mortgage, again God stepped in and the property appraised for more than three times what we needed for the mortgage. 
  Once we were in our own church, the church began to grow.  In less than a year we had more than double in size, and are still 
growing.  Our outreach as a cowboy, really is people who love the horse culture.  Once we had our own property we started looking 
for ways to entice “horse people” to check us out.  Our first major event was “Old West Days”, where we celebrate the western 
culture, and this year we will be hosting a rodeo to help draw people to our church.  In the spring we also present a horse whispering 
event, where three trainers start a colt from never being rode, to a horse that is ridden in a obstacle course in two days.  The trainers 
also provided one on one training to individuals who were having problems with their own horses. 
  The one thing that the cowboy church does is  fellowship for cowboys, which is just a plain old trail ride with a good meal after.  This 
one thing is probably our best outreach.  “Cowboys” are always looking for a reason to ride; and what better place to ride as a family 
other than with a church.  The other thing that makes trail rides so successful is that the riders can talk about their horses, problems 
associated with horses and get ideas to better train their horse.  Top that off with free food, you have found a winner.  
  However, Cross Roads Cowboy Church is more than just a “Cowboy”  church.  We have many members that do not even ride or 
own a horse.  There are individuals that do not go to a traditional church because they were hurt by a church in the past, was 

brought up in a home that did not believe in a traditional church, or just uncomfortable getting 
“dressed up for church.  Our cowboy church does not look like a church, but more like a barn.  
Members usually wear jeans and cowboy boots to church, and yes the pastor preaches in jeans, 
cowboy boots and a cowboy hat.  The sermons are up lifting and scripturally sound.  A lot of the 
illustrations concerning God’s love and desires for our life are taken from the lessons we have 
learned in training horses. We have  Sunday school classes for children, and Bible study for the 
adults.  The atmosphere is also different than most churches, most of our members are fairly new 
Christians, and are ready to try unconventional methods to reach others for Christ. 
  So if you are a Cowboy at heart, and want to worship in a relaxed service, where the word of God 
is taught, come and joins us, we would love to have you. 
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Pastor Spotlight……………………………………………………………..Pastor Nick Drake

Greetings! My name is Nick Drake, and I have been serving as the 
pastor of Richland Baptist Church (Kingdom City) since November 
2013. Before coming to Callaway County, my wife, Marsha, and I 
were church planters with the IMB in Central Asia for 5.5 years. We 
loved our time in Central Asia and miss our teammates and friends 
there a great deal. Our prayer since joining the Richland family a few 
years ago is that we can help develop an ongoing partnership with 
churches in the Grand Crossings Baptist Association and Central 
Asia. Seeing multiple teams going to do gospel ministry in Central 
Asia each year would be an incredible blessing in an area 
desperately in need of the hope and peace found only in Jesus 
Christ.

Before serving with the IMB, I was the youth pastor for Missouri 
Valley Baptist Church (St. Joseph) for a little over four years while attending Midwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Kansas City. Marsha and I have four children – three sons and one daughter – and are in the 
process of adopting a child from China. Lord willing, we will be bringing our new child home in spring or 
summer 2017! You can learn more about our family and keep up with our adoption progress on our family 
website – DrakeCity.com.

There are many things I love about being the pastor of Richland, but my favorite is seeing lives changed 
through people growing as disciples of Jesus. We like to say, “Our passion is the gospel. Our church is our 
family. Our world is our mission.” Gospel, family and mission are all essential parts of the discipleship 
journey and a healthy church, so our aim has been to make disciples who grasp and commit to all three of 
these critical areas.

When I’m not doing ministry alongside my wife, kids and the rest of our church family, I enjoy hanging out 
with my family, playing basketball, tennis and other sports, hiking, watching movies, and watching sports (if 
my teams are winning). Originally from northern Iowa/southern Minnesota, I am a fan of Minnesota sports, 
which has been unfortunate for me for basically my entire life. Thankfully, though, I have also been a San 
Antonio Spurs fan since 1987.

If you ever wish to contact me, especially if you are interested in being 
on mission in Central Asia, you can reach me at nick@myrichland.org, 
573-416-3195 (mobile) or MyRichland.org.
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Pastoral Ministry………………………………………………………………..Dr. Gary Shultz, Jr.

Every time I start a new novel, after I’ve read the first few chapters and gotten introduced to the characters 
and some idea of the plot, I’m always tempted to turn to the last page and read the ending.  Sometimes I’m 
able to resist, but more often than not I just want some hint of how it’s going to turn out, how everything is 
going to end.  I just can’t wait the few hours it’s going to take me to get there, so I skip ahead, and then go 
back and read the rest of the book, having some idea now of where it’s going.  I remember reading an 
interview with Stephen King, who talked about how one of his biggest pet peeves as an author is people who 
skip ahead to read the ending, or only judge a book by its ending.  He talked about how this causes you to 

miss out on what are often the best parts of the book, the slow-
build up and the payoff to what’s going on.  He even said he’s 
often thought of writing false endings just to get people who do 
this.  I agree with just about everything he said, but I still skip 
ahead sometimes, I still just want to know what’s coming.  

I think that sometimes we bring this attitude into our relationship 
with God, even as pastors.  We don’t like to not know where we’re 
going, we don’t like ambiguity and uncertainty, we don’t like having 
to trust God day by day, take up our crosses day by day, 
accepting that his grace is enough for today, and trusting him with 
tomorrow.  We want things to be clear.  We want to know that if we 

accept Jesus as Savior, read our Bibles, come to church, try to be a good neighbor, and give our best efforts 
as pastors, that God will give us certain things in return, that things will go exactly the way that we want them 
to, that we will find security, peace, comfort, or whatever it is we value in this life.  One of the false gospels 
rampant in our world today is this idea that if you do something for God, if you serve this way or give this 
amount, he will pay you back by giving you health, wealth, and prosperity as we define it.  We want to know, 
is this going to be worth my time and effort, can I do anything to make sure?  Instead of walking by faith, we 
try to peek ahead and walk by sight instead.  

Of course God calls us to walk by faith, even when we can’t see where we are going, because faith is what 
pleases him and what is good for us.  Walking by faith is what allows us to have a genuine relationship with 
God, to increase in our love and dependence upon him, to have a greater appreciation of his promises and a 
deeper experience of his blessings.  Faith is what leads to love, hope, and eternal life.  We must continue to 
love God, live for him, and pastor as we should while also trusting God to work things out.  We don’t get to 
control the outcome, we don’t get to know the end, but we 
do trust the one who does.  Even though we can’t skip 
ahead and find out what’s coming next, God has written all 
of our days in his book, and no matter what happens we’re 
not outside his plan and we’re not outside of his love.  Let’s 
make sure we’re ministering by faith day-by-day, and 
trusting God with tomorrow.  
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Discipleship / Sunday School Ministry……………………….…LP Cook III

Hitting what you shoot for. 

I know that ends with a preposition but "hitting that at which you are 
shooting" just doesn't have the same ring!  Like many of you, I have grown 
up around farming and hunting most of my life.  The first and most 
important rule for handling a firearm is to always know where it's pointed.  
Success is easily defined; did you hit where you aimed?

Sadly, many of us never really consider where we are aiming when it 
comes to our small groups at church.  If we do think about it, we frequently aim at too much.  When looking 
down the sites of a rifle, you have to pick one target.  It doesn't matter if there are three 10-point bucks 
standing near each other; you can only shoot at one at a time.  Imagine aiming at two by picking a spot 
between them.  You haven't aimed at both; you've aimed at nothing.  Similarly in our groups, when we aim at 
too much, we aim at nothing.

What is the primary purpose of your Sunday School class?  Is it to share the gospel with folks who don't 
know Jesus?  How about discipling existing believers?  Maybe you are trying to connect new members of 
your church to a more intimate group of friends?  To be sure, all of these things can happen but, when I've 
aimed at them all, I didn't accomplish any of them well.

Choosing a particular target helps us define success which builds momentum.  If you're aiming at presenting 
the gospel every week, you can tell your class that.  This target encourages your class members to bring 
friends who need to know Jesus.  It also defines success at more than just how many people showed up.  
Don't ever lose sight of attendance but one person coming to know Jesus in a small class is cause for a 
party!  By the way, being clear about aiming at evangelism heads off the criticism of lacking depth.  
Evangelistic groups need lessons that are accessible to anyone who walks in the door on any given Sunday.

Discipleship groups are also needed.  Your church may choose to have groups with different purposes at the 
same time or they may choose to set different times for different purposes.  Regardless of time, be clear 
about the target.  Don't be discouraged about not adding new members to a discipleship group.  In-depth 
study and accountability need a consistent, committed group.  Trust can't develop with new folks every week.

We need all kinds of groups.  In fact, each group will accomplish more than one purpose along the way.  Like 
bringing home the trophy buck, however, the secret to a successful group is a steady aim.
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Worship Ministry………………………………………………………………………….Brad Kerr

Ideas to Introduce a New Song

Psalm 96:1 tells us to, “Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the 
LORD, all the earth!”  But practically, how do we introduce a new song 
to our congregation?  If God is leading us to select a specific song that 
will help draw people closer, point them to the message, or take with 
them through their week, and they haven’t heard it before, how will 
they sing it?  People can feel uncomfortable when singing a new song.  
They can be unsure of the melody, or the next word.  Our job as 
Worship Leaders is to reassure them, to give them confidence while 
they sing.  Here are a few ideas to introduce a new song:

1) Use Your Choir: Find a choral arrangement of the song you 
want to sing and use your choir to introduce the song.  Make sure 
it is a similar arrangement to what you will use on a regular basis.  
If it has a choral ending, or is in a much higher or lower key, then 
it can be like introducing a new song over again.

2) Invite Them to Sit: If you typically sing standing up, then when 
you are ready to introduce a new song, invite them to sit down.  
This will clue them in that something about this song is different.  
Make sure to invite them to sing along with you if they know it, but that you want them to listen to the 
music, to the words, and learn this song.

3) Play it Before the Service: When playing music before the service, make sure to play the song to be 
introduced just before the service begins.  They begin to hear it, and subconsciously will remember the 
song from week to week.  Then once you introduce the song it will not be out of the blue.

4) Ask Someone to Sing: If you have someone in your church who sings solos, ask them to sing it the 
Sunday before you want the congregation to join in.  This gives the congregation an opportunity to hear 
the song and involves someone else in the service.

5) Just Go for It: If none of these ideas seem to fit your church, then just go for it.  Explain what the song 
means, why you chose it, the story behind it, or what it means to you personally.  In this way you will give 
the congregation some insight into the song.  This is a great 
teaching opportunity for the congregation.
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Church Highlight……………………………………………….…Union Hill Baptist Church

Union Hill Baptist Church was founded on May 20, 1843 and met then in a log building near Spouts Spring 
with Rev. James Suggett serving as the first pastor.  Due to rapid growth in the community and church, the 
church relocated to a spot very near the present location and built a new building in 1848.  Another, larger 
building was constructed in 1888 which served the church in some capacity for the next ninety-two years.  It 
served as the sanctuary until 1964 despite being blown off jacks while a basement was being dug under it in 
the winter of 1948.  

Through the 1950s and 60s an education space was built to house a kitchen and fellowship hall and then 
more classrooms in a second story.  A new sanctuary was built on to the education building in 1964 and the 
1888 building was converted to a gym when the new sanctuary was dedicated.  In the late 1970s plans were 
made for the current activities building which houses our gym, kitchen, fellowship hall and classrooms.  This 
building was dedicated in the spring of 1980.  

The current building, containing our worship center, offices and classrooms, was planned in the early 2000s 
and housed its first worship service in December of 2005.  The building was dedicated in May of 2006.  Much 
of the labor for these projects and the ongoing maintenance and repairs was donated by the church 
membership through the years including repairing the building that was blown off the jacks.  While the 
current worship center was almost entirely contracted, Union Hill has returned to her heritage by remodeling 
classrooms in our activities building almost entirely with church members labor.

Over the years we have been blessed to license at least 9 men to the gospel ministry and ordain 6 of them.  
We have also seen two foreign missionaries commissioned from UHBC.

We continue to try to be a church that reaches and blesses Holts Summit.  Under the leadership of Bro. 
Frank Whitney, our current senior pastor, we enjoy being a place for people who are looking for a second 
chance.  Believing God to offer grace to all people, we strive to be agents of that grace to those around us.

Our church is indebted to Mrs. Bessie Holt and Mr. William "Bill" Holt for recording dates and compiling 
history throughout the life of Union Hill.  This history consists mostly of their work.
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Deacon Ministry……………………………………………………..……Preston Thompson

10 CRUCIAL COMMITMENTS OF EFFECTIVE DEACONS

No church can be successful without committed leadership. It starts with pastors who are committed to the Word and 
the people they serve, but it includes deacons who take their role seriously and serve with genuine dedication.
As a pastor, I was privileged to serve alongside some committed, effective deacons. They contributed to the success of 
the churches I pastored, and I could not have accomplished my ministry without them. Consider this list of 10 
commitments that are essential in effective “deaconing.”

A commitment to personal godliness
Deacons must first be personal examples of dedicated Christian living. Churches often suffer when they select deacons 
primarily on innate leadership ability or business acumen without a corresponding commitment to godliness.

A commitment to the church’s mission and vision
Deacons who are not behind the general ministry direction of the church hinder more than help.

A commitment to the leadership of the pastor(s)
Pastors do not expect their deacons to be blind, unthinking followers with whom there is never a disagreement. 
However, the Bible teaches that pastors give ultimate leadership in local churches. Men who cannot support their 
pastors should not serve as deacons.

A commitment to prepare for and attend meetings
Most churches have monthly deacons’ meetings that are central to their ministries of prayer, vision casting, and 
decision-making. Those who cannot be faithful to them will miss important discussions and training opportunities. 
Additionally, I greatly appreciated deacons who came to meetings prepared, having reviewed the agenda, read 
pertinent materials, and prayed over important decisions ahead of time.

A commitment to ministry over management
The Biblical role of a deacon is a servant-oriented role, one that values opportunities to help people practically and is 
marked by humility.

A commitment to teamwork
Shared responsibilities, united prayer, mutual love and support, and joint decision-making characterize the efforts of 
deacons. Because even godly leaders do not always agree on every issue, deacons should respect the opinions of 
others and know how to disagree agreeably.

A commitment to caring
Deacons who make personal contacts between Sundays, call on homebound members, and help with visiting the sick 
in hospitals are modeling genuine caring leadership.

A commitment to training and accountability
Deacons should be trained before and during their service. Those who enthusiastically participate in training events and 
seek to improve themselves in this ministry are a great asset to any church.

A commitment to confidentiality
At times deacons have discussions and make decisions that must remain confidential. Commitment to confidentiality is 
needed to protect privacy or to ensure that information is appropriately communicated at the proper time. I suggest that 
leaders talk regularly about this and hold one another accountable.

A commitment to pray for the ministry individually and corporately
Praise God for praying deacons who recognize the importance of this spiritual discipline and set an example for their 
people.

Jim Vogel (DMin, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School) is associate national representative of the GARBC.
Posted in All Current Issue Posts, The Baptist Bulletin Magazine on September 1, 2009.

http://baptistbulletin.org/category/all-current-issue-posts/
http://baptistbulletin.org/category/the-baptist-bulletin-magazine/
http://baptistbulletin.org/category/all-current-issue-posts/
http://baptistbulletin.org/category/the-baptist-bulletin-magazine/
mailto:grandcrossings@gmail.com
http://www.grandcrossingsba.org


September 2016 Volume I Issue 5

206 E. Whitlow, Fulton, Mo 65251  573-826-9584 grandcrossings@gmail.com www.grandcrossingsba.org                        �9

Church History - The Pew………………………………………Preston Thompson

Churches Without Chairs: How Christians Used to Worship 
Article written by Adam Graber on thesecondeclectic.blogspot.com, 2014. 

I stood in the Milwaukee Art Museum confused. I stood looking at a painting of the inside of an old Gothic cathedral. The art was 
good, the depiction accurate, but something wasn’t right about it. It didn’t look like a church. It looked like a train station. 

The artist was Hendrik Cornelisz van Vliet. The painting was of the Old Church in Delft. I had been inside enough churches to 
recognize the raised pulpit towering above the open space. It was definitely a church. But still I was confused.  

Where were the people supposed to sit?  

Here and there, in the painting, groups of two and three people stood talking as though they’d happened upon each other in passing
—as though on a sidewalk or in a town square. But here they were indoors. “Where are the seats?” I wondered. 

Van Vliet painted the scene around 1670, the Dutch Golden Age, and by that time the Old Church at Delft was already indeed “old”—
it had been standing for over 400 years, since 1246. I continued looking at it uncomprehendingly. How could any church function in 
what was more like a train station than a cathedral? I couldn’t make sense of it.  

Months later, I had mostly forgotten about the painting when I picked up a book titled Church Architecture. In it, I read this: 
“Throughout most of the history of Christian worship . . . . there were no pews or chairs. Not until the fourteenth century did seating 
gradually encroach upon the open space where the congregation stood and walked about during worship. Until that time, the people 
were on their feet and could go where something was happening . . . . The congregation was mobile and the interior of the church 
was not regimented into fixed rows of inflexible pews.  

“In the late Middle Ages the congregation sat down on the job and there was a drastic change in Christian worship—perhaps the 
most important in history. People, in effect, became custodians of individual spaces which they occupied throughout the service, and 
social distinctions made some spaces more privileged than others.” (Church Architecture, 11-12). 
In other words, for the first fourteen centuries of Christianity, people stood throughout the worship service.  

I was astonished. Or as the then-new King James Version would have put it: “astonied.” I had never heard this fact. Where exactly 
did the congregant walk to? What did they have to move around to see? Indeed, why did they have to move at all? I couldn’t 
understand really how a church service would function like this—without chairs. It seemed haphazard, disorderly. 

Now, some 6 centuries later, we can’t imagine church without chairs. We can’t even conceive how such a space would function or 
how a service would be organized. If people walked into an chair-less sanctuary today, they wouldn’t—forgive me—they wouldn’t 
stand for it. They would turn around and leave. “Clearly,” they say to themselves, “something is wrong here.”  

But for the majority of church history, there were no chairs in the sanctuary. Clearly, the church we know today has changed. Worship 
itself has changed. Church practice has changed. And chairs have been part of it. 

Then I began to wonder just what did these changes look like? 

Church Architecture had already pointed out a couple aspects: The church space became more fixed, more controlled, “regimented.” 
People’s habits became more fixed, less fluid.  

But something else happened. Something unexpected. With pews came the social classes. The social hierarchy from out there 
became the social hierarchy in here. Whereas before people constantly mingled in an ever-shifting, always-moving group, now, with 
seats, people began to distance themselves from one another. Given a more controlled space, people asserted their rights and 
privileges for the better seats. With it, equality began to break down. 

Continued on page 20
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Technology in Ministry……………………………………………………………..Brad Kerr

Tech Talk: An article from Erik Raymond, December 2, 2014
ON STEWARDING TECHNOLOGY WELL

https://blogs.thegospelcoalition.org/erikraymond/2014/12/02/on-stewarding-technology-well/

We tend to embrace technology without much consideration. Advancements must be good because, after all, they are 
advancements.  If we can be more connected to people and process more information then it must be a win. Right? 
Why should we even give it a second thought?

The ubiquity of smartphones should cause us to think for a minute. According to Pew Research data, 58% of Americans 
have smart phones while 90% have a cell phone (source). This is a very connected society. It is also a very new 
phenomenon in history. This should cause us to think and ask some questions.

For example, is this level of connection necessary? Is it good, harmful or indifferent? Is it changing me? Is it changing 
the way I relate to others and do my job?

I am a pastor. I also have an iPhone. As a result, I have had to think through a number of things and make some 
adjustments in terms of productivity and technology. It has been a process over the last several years. I think I am 
actually thinking about this and applying it in a healthy way now.

Below are some considerations and conclusions based on my own personal examination. This is slanted towards 
pastoral ministry but not limited to it.

(1) An iPhone is neutral; it is not inherently bad or good.
We can fall off the cart on both sides here: technology is bad, therefore stay away; 
or technology is awesome, therefore immerse yourself and your life in it. The 
technology is neutral. It has unfathomable potential, but the moral assessment of 
how it is used pivots on the user. This helps me keep the conversation where it 
needs to be: on me not simply on technology.

(2) Our phones are more of a mirror and magnet than anything else.
The phone tells us what we truly value. Like a magnet it pulls out of our heart what 
we think is important. What do we learn about the women who is always on 
Facebook or Pinterest? How about the guy who is constantly refreshing the sports 
scores? What about the man who looks at pornography? How about the student 
who is obsessed with taking pictures of themselves and staring at pictures of others? How we use technology tells us 
who we are. It is a mirror and a magnet.

(3) Technology is a very useful tool, it is a horrible master.
It’s been said before, and rightly so, technology is a tool not a master. It cannot dictate our lives. We cannot be frozen 
without it.

(4) Alerts are mislabeled: they are interruptions.
I used to have alerts for pretty much everything. New email? Alert. Someone tweets at me? Alert. Facebook like? Alert. 
Breaking News? Alert. You get the idea. You can guess what would happen. My phone would beep and buzz all day 
long. Then I’d get curious, “What is it? I should really check and see.” You know what happens then right? You become 
enslaved to whatever alert there is. And the odds are, whatever you are working on at the moment is actually much 
more important than whatever else “just happened”.

A number of years ago I began turning off alerts, one by one. At present I have no alerts on my phone accept a phone 
call or a text message. I cannot imagine it being any other way. If I want to know something I go and find out, when it is 
convenient and appropriate. Limiting the alerts means limiting the interruptions.

Continued on page 17
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Evangelism……………………………………………………………………………….…..Terry Delaney

Proclaiming or Sharing the Gospel?

Many of us have been exhorted to share the gospel, but have you ever been exhorted to proclaim the gospel? You may 
think this a splitting of hairs, but I am more convinced that we are to proclaim the gospel instead of sharing the gospel.

Sharing the gospel

According to Merriam-Webster online (as of August 2016), the definition of the verb “share” is 

1. to divide and distribute in shares: apportion —usually used with out <shared out the land among his heirs>

2. to partake of, use, experience, occupy, or enjoy with others or to have in common <they share a passion for 
opera>

3. to grant or give a share in —often used with with <shared the last of her water with us>

4. to tell (as thoughts, feelings, or experiences) to others —often used with with

In other words, to share the gospel means you are going to offer to 
experience another’s salvation or, as we most commonly think, to tell others 
of their need of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

On one hand, we absolutely share the Good News of Jesus Christ with 
others, but we also share pizza and books and clothes and, well you get the 
idea. To share is commonplace. We teach our children to share their toys. 
Believers can share their possessions with unbelievers and unbelievers can 
share theirs with believers.  So on and so forth it goes, so again, you get the 
idea.

Proclaiming the gospel

But to proclaim something is completely different. Again, according to Merriam-Webster online (as of August 2016), we 
find that the verb “proclaim” means 

1. to declare publicly, typically insistently, proudly, or defiantly and in either speech or writing : announce or  to 
give outward indication of : show <his manner proclaimed his genteel upbringing>

2. to declare or declare to be solemnly, officially, or formally <proclaim an amnesty><proclaim the country a 
republic>

3. to praise or glorify openly or publicly : extol <proclaimed the rescue 
workers' efforts>

Notice the difference in the definitions. To share is to divide or to distribute, 
to experience, to enjoy with others, to grant or give or to tell. To proclaim is 
to declare publicly, to insist, to praise or glorify openly. 

Continued on page 13
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Youth Ministry………………………………………………………………………Preston Thompson

A pastor friend of mine brags about his book collection.  I will have to admit, it is quite impressive but it is also very 
intimidating to me.  I am not much of a reader.  Now don’t get me wrong, I know how to read.  I was just not interested 
in reading growing up.  Unfortunately, most of my reading recently, has been with textbooks or heavy theology books.  
Not really works that you want to snuggle up by the fire with, right?  

In my modest library, there are three resources that are well read.  They have helped me tremendously over the last 15 
years of student ministry work.  They are the books that I promote to every youth worker that I can.  These books have 
shaped my ministry, helped me to understand leadership in student ministry and even how to be a better communicator 
of God’s Word.  

A large number of youth workers are not able to get to yearly conferences or meetings.  They are volunteers and part-
time youth leaders who have answered the call to this crazy thing called Student Ministry.  They are busy in the 
trenches with students doing life on life with them.  So, when attending training opportunities is not feasible, books are 
the next best option.

The following are my three absolutes in student ministry besides the Bible.  I encourage you to look into purchasing 
these resources for your ministry.  If you are a pastor reading this article, please considering buying these books for 
your youth leader(s).  Invest into them as others have invested into me.  These books at one time or another, were 
recommended to me.  The advancement of Kingdom work they have produced can only be displayed in Heaven.  

If you find that funds are lacking and you would really like to have copies of these resources, please contact the GCBA 
office, and we will get them for you.  They are that good!

“Purpose Driven Youth Ministry doesn’t present a program to be copied into any context. Rather, it presents 
foundational principles of youth ministry that help you develop the ministry that best meets the needs of the 
students in your unique setting. This classic will help you build a student ministry with purpose as well as 
provide examples and testimonies from youth workers around the globe.”*

“Doug translated his passion, insight, and vision for his beloved “rookies” into what you’re now reading, Your 
First Two Years in Youth Ministry—hands-down the most comprehensive companion to not only surviving, but 
also thriving, during the most crucial phase of youth ministry. Employing his renowned wisdom and humor—
as if you and Doug were chatting over a long, relaxing meal—the author disarmingly relates stories and 
principles from his own successes and failures over 20-plus years in youth ministry. In the end, he offers 
treasure troves of practical advice, all in the hope that new youth workers can travel a smoother path and 
achieve real longevity in a church culture that all too often chews them and spits them out.”*

“Get ready for a crash course in effective communication. More than just a book on how to “do talks,” 
Speaking to Teenagers combines the experience and wisdom of two veteran youth ministry speakers, along 
with insightful research and practical tools, to help you develop messages that engage students with the love 
of Christ and the power of his Word. Whether you’re crafting a five-minute devotional or a 30-minute sermon, 
Speaking to Teenagers is essential to understanding and preparing great messages.”*

*The book descriptions are copied from book summaries on amazon.com.

http://amazon.com
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Evangelism……………………………………………………..…………………………………continued

Changing our vocabulary
While I am still working on completely changing my 
vocabulary from saying we should share the gospel to 
instead saying we should proclaim the gospel, I want to 
invite you to consider doing so yourself. Here are three 
reasons why I think we should all make this correction.

1. It is a great reminder – To proclaim the gospel rather than share the gospel reminds us that this is of the 
utmost importance. If someone was in danger of imminent death we would not simply share the bad news with 
them. Instead, we would do everything we can to get their attention and keep them from dying. You guessed it, 
we would proclaim to them their need to avoid what they are doing because they are in danger of death.

2. It is commanded – To think about proclaiming the gospel instead of sharing it is to begin to understand that this 
is a command given to us. Sure, we command our children to share their toys, but we cannot command total 
strangers to share their belongings with us. Instead, when we proclaim the news of the gospel, we are 
announcing a cure to the world’s sin problem rather than merely suggesting one solution among many.

3. It is biblical – Finally, a quick word search in the ESV finds the word “proclaim” used some 28 times in the New 
Testament. In every instance in the New Testament the use of proclaim is tied to the Good News of the gospel. 
There is the bad news – you are a sinner in need of a savior and you can’t save yourself. Then there is the 
good news – Jesus, God’s own Son lived a sinless life and yet died in order that those who put their faith in 
Him will be saved. 

Interestingly, “share” occurs some 32 times in the New Testament and never refers to the gospel. It does, 
however, refer often to sharing in the benefits of the gospel and the sufferings of Jesus Christ. 

While it may seem a simple disagreement, I believe it is important we speak as biblically as possible when it comes to 
matters of faith. There is a difference in sharing the gospel and proclaiming the gospel. Will you join me in thinking on 
these things and redeeming our language for the glory of God?
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Children / Family Ministry…………………………………………..…Preston Thompson

4 IDEAS FOR FAMILY MINISTRY IN YOUR CHURCH
Being the church implies discipleship. It’s important to disciple believers as individuals but also in their roles and 
relationships in family life. With the pressures on the family today, the church has solutions that can equip family 
members to embrace the gospel in their homes and rely on God’s grace in practical ways. 

Churches that develop a discipleship mentality that equips parents, do it in four areas. This isn’t about a program or a 
system. It’s about vision and relationships. Each of these components provide a church with a window into ways to 
strengthen families through the mission of the church.

COMPONENT #1: PROVIDE ENGAGING CHILDREN AND YOUTH PROGRAMS AND INVITE PARENTAL 
INVOLVEMENT.
The church who works independently of the home runs the risk of giving both parents and children the impression that 
the home isn’t relevant for spiritual training and that the professionals at the church do the work of discipleship. More 
and more churches are realizing the importance of the church and home working together to reach children today. 
Children’s directors and youth leaders look for ways to extend their work into the home. Take home papers from Sunday 
School are common, but also inviting parents to participate with their kids or giving parent/child assignments that 
complement what’s happening at church can empower parents.

COMPONENT #2: OFFER PARENT TRAINING PROGRAMS
Parents need help raising their children today. The world offers plenty of behavior modification strategies, but, as 
Christians, we know that people are different than animals. They have a heart. So training parents with biblical tools and 
strategies that reach the hearts of their children is an essential part of the discipleship mandate for any church. God 
gives guidance in his word about how people change and when those kinds of ideas are applied to the family, parents 
find hope and encouragement as they embrace God’s grace in their homes.

COMPONENT #3: PROVIDE OPPORTUNITIES FOR INTERGENERATIONAL EXPERIENCES OF WORSHIP, 
TEACHING, FELLOWSHIP, AND SERVICE
The church offers many programs and activities and some of those are well suited for cross-generational interaction. 
Sometimes it means Father/Daughter nights or family camping trips, but other times families can join together in 
mission trips or holiday worship services. When children watch older believers practice their faith, something significant 
happens in their lives. Furthermore, families can serve and grow together, further increasing their spiritual closeness. 
Families learn to pray together, watch God work, and trust in his grace. The church becomes the vehicle to provide 
opportunities for families to be touched spiritually.

COMPONENT #4: HELPING PARENTS TO BE DISCIPLEMAKERS AT HOME
Sometimes parents delegate the spiritual training of their children to the church or the Christian School. Although they 
are great partners, they are not a substitute for what God designed for the family. But parents often don’t know how to 
pass the faith on to their kids. Following the model of Jesus using creativity and life experience is the most effective way 
to help kids grasp biblical truths. Parents need inspiration and coaching to enable that process.

While all of these components can add to a family ministry in a church, the leadership needs to determine which areas 
to focus on at any given time. The question isn’t whether family ministry is optional. It’s not. It’s part of the discipleship 
mandate given to the church. The question has to do with what parts of family ministry are best to emphasis at any 
given time in a church’s life. 

For more information on developing the family ministry in these four areas in your church, visit the website for the 
National Center for Biblical Parenting.

Scott Turansky wrote this article. He is the senior pastor at Calvary Chapel Living Hope located in Robbinsville, NJ. 
Scott is married to Carrie. Please visit his website. Also, follow Scott on Twitter, @turansky. 

http://www.grandcrossingsba.org
mailto:grandcrossings@gmail.com


September 2016 Volume I Issue 5

206 E. Whitlow, Fulton, Mo 65251  573-826-9584 grandcrossings@gmail.com www.grandcrossingsba.org                        �15

Missions………………………………………………………………………………..…Preston Thompson

The first church I served as the youth pastor at is FBC Strafford.  On the back of that church’s billboard located at the corner of the 
parking lot, reads these words, “You are now entering the mission field!”  While these words are not original to that church, they are a 
constant reminder that we are always “on mission.”   The following article was send to me by one of our pastors a couple of weeks 
ago.  The writer is a good friend of his, so we have the permission to share it with you.  As an avid hunter/outdoorsman myself, I was 
naturally drawn to the subject.  I have at times wondered what it would look like if I actually used my personal ways of “getting away 
from it all,” like hunting, fishing, and camping, as a new mission field just overflowing with opportunities to share the Good News.  I 
hope you enjoy this article as much as I did. 

When Sportsmen Become Effective Gospel Witnesses 
Written by Jim Richman, 23 June, 2016. 

http://www.journalofachristiansportsman.com/the-pursuit/when-sportsmen-become-effective-gospel-witnesses 
  Stop and think about it. As you're packing your things to get "away from it all", the truth 
is, you're about to go on a trip where you will encounter a series of people and have a 
series of conversations that will only be memories once you are back home. They're 
waitresses, landowners, buddies from school, and friends from work. They're sporting 
goods store owners, guides, and the list goes on. Your paths are about to intersect, 
and you have a question to ask yourself. Is this going to just be another adventure, or 
is this trip going to have eternal value? 
I personally believe that Sportsmen (and women of course) can be leaders and break 
the trend in making sure the message of Jesus goes forward. All year we travel, we 
meet new people, we attend seminars, we hang around bow shops and bait stores, 
we sit in duck blinds, we are constantly around other people with captive audiences 
that allow for some fantastic conversation. But just like the rest of our culture, we get distracted. Our love for the outdoors and 
everything that goes with it seems to pull us away from the thoughts and readiness that should always be planted firmly in our mind 
to share the Good News. I'm personally guilty of becoming so lazer-focused on fishing from time to time that I completely forget that 
someone else might be fishing with me. I've even had people at the gas pump just open up and talk to me and friends about some 
trial in their life, and the thought didn't even crossed my mind to ask them if I could pray for them. For me, I know this needs to 
change. 
So, how can it change? How can we be leaders in making the most out of our hunting and fishing trips? 
Revisiting The Gospel 
First, we have to know the Gospel. I'm an associate pastor for a medium sized SBC church in Missouri. I know that my schedule is 
busy, and my mind is usually pulled in a thousand directions at once. Therefore, I've found it immensely helpful to just sit down and 
write out the Gospel for myself. I then take time to meditate on it. (In redneck that means chew on it for a while and pray through it.) 
This does two useful things 1. It helps me remember the significance of the Gospel in my life every day, 2. It helps me recall when 
the time comes to share. 

Stay Aware 
Next, don't let opportunities pass you by. Far too often, we pray for chances to 
share the love of Jesus with people and then let hundreds of conversations fly by 
us before we finally catch one. It's not easy. We're in a hurry most of the time, and 
admittedly, going over the "Roman Road" with the Wal-Mart cashier might actually 
be more of a detractor than effective evangelism. But I can tell you this, telling the 
young lady waiting your table that you're going to pray for the food, and asking 
her if there's something you can pray for her about, can soften what seems to be 
a heart of stone. I've seen it happen. Pray specifically that the Holy Spirit will open 
your eyes to take full advantage of the opportunities God gives you.  

Continued on page 18
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Ministry Highlight…………………………………………..The Agape House of Vandalia, MO

Research shows that those who have maintained contact with families make a smoother transition to society.  In an 
effort to make family contact with offenders easier and more affordable, Agape Houses of Vandalia and Jefferson City 
stand ready to provide overnight accommodations.

The Agape House in Vandalia, MO, has been open since Oct. 2004, and since that time has hosted over 7,000 guests.  
The facility provides overnight accommodations to visitors to the state women’s correctional center in Vandalia 
(WERDCC) and the men’s center in Bowling Green (NECC).  This past year the Agape House provided lodging to 
visitors from 12 states and 49 Missouri counties.

History of the Agape House
Ron Franklin, the pastor of FBC Vandalia at that time, became very concerned about the 
families with children waiting along Highway 54 in cold and hot weather to visit offenders 
because they could not wait on the correctional facility parking lot.  He contacted a number 
of people, including Karen and Sterling Holbrook of Farber Baptist Church, about 
purchasing a facility for families to stay in.  After several efforts to secure funds, the group 
purchased the old Nazarene church and renovated it.  The renovation was done by Joe 
Suddarth and Paul Stone along with many other volunteers from various churches.

The house is set up to accommodate multiple guests.  It has 12 sleeping rooms with a bathroom for each two rooms.  
The common area includes a living room, kitchen, and dining area.  The kitchen area includes a refrigerator and 
microwave for the guests’ use and is always stocked with snack type foods and microwave items.  Manager Doris 
Donoho is present in the house at all times when guests are present.

The Agape House is funded by donations from a number of churches, associations, and individuals.  Assistance is also 
provided by the United Way of Audrain County and occasional grants.  Guests are asked to pay $5 per night to help pay 
ongoing expenses.  Guests are welcome Thursday through Saturday nights.  For additional information or to make 
reservations, call 573-594-6755.

Ongoing needs are:
• Postage stamps (both postcard and regular letter)
• Liquid Laundry detergent
• Dish soap
• Bottle water, regular coffee, and drink boxes
• Cereal bars and other snacks
• Financial Gifts
• Prayers for guests, offenders, manager and board members
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Technology in Ministry………………………………………………………….…..Continued

(5) I don’t “need” to have email on my phone.
I used to think that I needed to have email on my phone. I felt as though if I could know something then I should. I would 
check my email many, many times a day. You know what I found out when I assess this? If it was very important 
somebody usually called or texted me. A lesson learned for me is, just because I have access to information does not 
mean that I need to know it in real-time.

Some people need to have email on their phones because of their job. My suggestion is simply this: if you don’t need to 
have it then don’t have it. If you can, define the terms of your email. Perhaps you can afford a reasonable plan to check 
your email in the morning, at lunch, and at the end of the days that you are working. This has been so very liberating for 
me (and my family).

(6) A pastor’s job should not be fundamentally changed by technology but served by it.
I like to read the old guys with fantastic hair and beards. You know, the Puritans and Reformers. In so many ways I want 
to be like them, emulating their commitment to Christ and his church. So, I got to wondering, how much different does 
my day to day ministry look than say Thomas Watson? And why? Could I be a pastor in his church? Would I even know 
how to do it without my iPhone and laptop? In the ministry the technology is to aid us but I don’t think it should 
completely recast what we are doing so that it looks drastically different than it has throughout history.

The same could be said for being a mom. Sure, there are technological developments that enhance and simplify your 
life but they do not completely reshape or replace the core elements.

(7) My phone (and technology in general) must be seen through the lenses of stewardship.
A steward is someone who is not the owner but the caretaker. He is the one who has been given something for the 
purposes of using it faithfully, even improving upon it in view of giving an account. We are stewards of our lives. 
Therefore, everything we do should be seen in light of the reality of stewardship. Nothing, even when there appears to 
be nothing to do, escapes this reality.

(8) Saying “no” to things is saying “yes” to other things.
I love the stand-off between my news apps and my Bible. It is a powerful moment of resolve and commitment to say 
“no” to something because when we do we are saying yes to something else. When I say “no” to distractions on social 
media or the news then I am saying “yes” to those around me. I am saying “yes” to thinking, planning, meditating, or 
praying. Saying “no” is a powerful sanctifying work to a flesh that loves to be told “yes, you can have this”.

Conclusion
There is no doubt far more that could be written on this. I just want to encourage people to be thoughtful when 

using their technology. The fact that iPhones are not standard issue by our Creator should cause us to think carefully 
about how we can use them well and potentially not so well.
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Missions………………………………………………………………………………………..……continued

Go beyond the "Creation Conversation"
Third, get passed the creation conversation. You know what I mean, the "how can anyone not believe there's a God" 
conversations as we stand on a bluff overlooking a river for the 20th season in a row. If you will allow me to interject a 
Seinfeld-esque "not that there's anything wrong with that" here, some of our "gospel conversations" are about as 
engaging as the Nature Walk guy on You Tube. One season, I was blessed to get to have a three hour conversation 
with someone about scripture at a farm down the road from our hunting camp, just because I mentioned a specific text I 
was studying that morning. Don't miss my heart in this, I'm not trying to be rude or cruel, soak up those beautiful 
creation moments, but know that God didn't stop there. He wants us to go far deeper with Him than many of us have 
been for decades. Also remember that only telling someone about how beautiful God's creation is, doesn't really get to 
the heart of the saving Gospel message.

Worship the Creator, Not the Creation
Finally, we will not be effective Gospel witnesses if our beloved past-time is our idol. Regardless of what social media 
and other marketing outlets want sportsmen to believe, for the Christian, hunting and fishing is not our identity. Who we 
are is in Christ alone, and if we forget that truth, we open the door for all kinds of untruth to seep in. A suffering family, 
because of the presence of an idol or "obsession" in your life is not God's will, no matter how good the lease is, or how 
big the trophy. Likewise, a suffering spirit in you, because of lack of commitment to growing in your relationship with 
Christ, isn't representative of the sacrifice he made for you. Listen carefully, God knows whether your hobby is your idol 
or not, the question is, do you?

Will You Break the Trend?
Sportsmen can be spirit-filled, effective witnesses for Christ if we will be honest with ourselves about the place hunting 
and fishing holds in our life. If we will be strategic and aware about the reality that God has blessed us each day to 
share his truth in love with the people he has ordained to cross our path with, I believe we will see lives changed. This 
season, my prayer is that you will join me in leading in this.

- See more at: http://www.journalofachristiansportsman.com/the-pursuit/when-sportsmen-become-effective-
gospel-witnesses#sthash.VlyitHyw.dpuf
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Senior Adult Ministry…………………………………………………………..Todd Pridemore

GRANDPARENTING IS GREAT
By Dr. Frank E. Fain

 
“Grandparents are God’s gift to children and to the world. They mentor, 

model, and minister to people of all ages and in all stages of life.” 
-Richard Bimler

 This year’s “Grandparents Weekend” is September 10 – 11. Sunday the 
11th is Grandparents Day in many congregations across our nation. I am a 
member of a Baptist church that will celebrate this wonderful day. Church Grandparents Day is an event started and 
developed over the last ten to fifteen years. Congregations seem to be reflecting an attitude change in our country. 
Those who study American society claim that over the last fifteen years there has been a positive shift in attitudes about 
American grandparents. Parents and their children want grandparents to be more involved with them. Also, according to 
several studies, grandparents today are more interested and involved with their grandkids than grandparents of 
previous times. For adults who are blessed to have grandchildren, now is the time for you to once again thank the Lord 
for the gift he has given you. It is also time for grandpa and grandma to make a commitment to be mentors, educators, 
supporters, friends, and yes, ministers to your grandkids. These commitments will lead to meaningful times for both the 
children and the grandparents. So what meaningful things can grandkids and grandparents do together in the 21st 
century? Here are some examples.
 Have the children and grandparents tell their life stories. Each person can share about their school, sports, church, 
camping, travels, and friendships throughout life. Sharing life stories can be a wonderful opportunity to build strong 
friendships while learning about family members.
 Ask grandparents to help with homework. Children often discover their grandparents are excellent tutors and can 
help them with their current school work. Older grandchildren may also find out that grandparents are very good in 
assisting with their preparation for college or work skills education.
 Have grandparents teach a new life-skill. Kids of all ages say one of the most fun activities is asking grandparents to 
teach them how to cook. There are many children who have absolutely no cooking skills, and sadly, many of their 
parents do not know how to cook either. Cooking sessions are times for grandma to share her most popular recipes, 
and grandpa could even teach the grandkids how to barbeque a dinner. Passing cooking information and skills to the 
next generation is a very rewarding and meaningful time. Plus, it is a time to get a good meal for everyone.
 Ask grandparents to write a family history. Grandparents are usually the “current expert” of the life lived by your 
parents, siblings, aunts, uncles, grand and great-grand parents. Tell as much as you can about these folk’s birth dates, 
birth place, education, Christian faith, work, home and interesting facts about them. Then share the family story with 
your kids and grandkids. Also, give each of them a copy of your history work so they will have a reference of their 
family’s past.
 Ask grandparents to share their Christian faith. It is amazing that some children who reject their parent’s faith 
teaching will sit and listen to their grandparents teaching the same lesson. It seems grandkids tend to accept 
Christianity from their grandparents. So grandparents, you need to be willing to share your Christian faith with your 
grandkids. For inspiration read 2 Timothy 1: 5. Grandparents really do view their grandkids as God’s gift to them. But 
Grandparents need to remember they are God’s gift to their children and grandchildren as well. Grandparents need to 
be willing to share their time, energy, and love so their kids and grandkids can receive the inheritance of love and 
wisdom which only a grandparent can impart.

 Dr. Frank E. Fain is the Director of Adult Ministry Services for The Baptist Home. He serves as a resource person to 
churches, congregational leaders, senior adults and their families on issues related to aging and adult ministries.
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Church History - The Pew……………………………………………………..…continued

We experience similar dynamics in two modern venues: in a stadium and at a concert in a bar. At a sporting event, the wealthiest people generally 
buy the best seats closest to the action. But at a concert with standing room only, everyone pays the same price and stands wherever they can 
find space. There's no preferential treatment being governed by the furniture. Today, churches are more like stadiums. 
Social class prejudices were pushed to a breaking point in the 1840s, when Anglican, Catholic, and Presbyterian churches in England rented 
pews to support their ministries, deepening the divide between the haves and the have nots. One reformer complained, “Instead of kneeling side 
by side, the rich and poor together, each family is fastened up within its wooden partitions, and carefully secludes itself from all contact with its 
neighbours. . . . Thus the house of God, which ought to be the fairest and richest of all buildings, is disfigured to suit the pride and luxury of man.” 
In reaction “free churches” eliminated pew rents and rejected the authorities that enforced them. Eventually, many churches eliminated their pew-
rent practices, some even going so far as to remove the pews themselves. They had rightly identified the culprit. They finally understood the 
meaning of chairs. 

The injustices that came with pews show us how much influence a technology can wield when we thoughtlessly adopt it. Who would have 
imagined that a few pieces of furniture would reinforce the class system? Today, segmentation still happens. People still tend to sit in the same 
general locations each Sunday. But the class conflict has diminished more or less—the pews have been better integrated. 

But it took a few hundred years. It took a few hundred years before the injustices of pews were acknowledged and put right.  

Today, with the technologies we’re installing, chairs seem benign. And as our technologies become more powerful, the extremes can run further 
and their impacts deeper before we see well enough to reverse them. Who knows what effects they will have had by then.  

What will it mean for churches that inhabit theatres, stadiums, malls, or store fronts, or communicate primarily via email, Twitter, Facebook, and 
other social media, or purchase land that you can only get to by car? What will it mean for churches that are too big to fail, have cavernous spaces 
that require massive sound systems, or use large screen projectors to function each Sunday morning? These are not mere pieces of furniture. 
Church practices are changing faster than any pastor can discern. If it took a few hundred years to understand the meaning of chairs in church, 
how long will it take to understand the meaning of these seismic innovations? Many of these innovations could never have come about, though, if 
it we hadn’t first installed chairs.  

Why? Because the biggest changes weren’t physical. They were psychological. People began to think of themselves differently. They were no 
longer participants; they were observers. Without chairs, they had been actively involved and engaged by moving along with each element of the 
service, but as they sat down they became passive viewers—spectators in an audience. The service became something to watch. This is key to 
today’s church practices. 

Today, churchgoers are often treated more like moviegoers, even by the pastors who are planning and preaching. Churchgoers walk in, sit down, 
and watch a program, a performance. Many church critics complain that churches are providing entertainment, not worship. Churches are 
criticized for catering to a consumer mindset—but part of the problem isn’t the mindset, it’s the furniture. And because churchgoers are no longer 
ambling participants, but seated spectators, the shift toward video campuses is acceptable, sensible, and even logical. It’s simply one more step. 
With a video screen, spectators can watch without participating.  

But actually, the change is even more radical than that. It’s not that they can watch; they must watch. It’s not that they don’t participate; they can’t. 
Chairs made watching possible, but video has made it mandatory. Before chairs, everyone participated; after video, no one participates. And, 
likely, none of this would have happened without first putting pews in church.  

Van Vliet’s Old Church at Delft, or “Oude Kerk” as it’s called, still stands in Delft, the Netherlands. But much of the open floor plan has been 
cluttered with chairs. They’re not quite the stationary pews that many later churches eventually installed. They are folding chairs. Nonetheless, the 
starched straight rows still look a bit out of place beneath the plunging chandeliers and stone columns. The chairs look like boy soldiers in a city of 
men. They fail to define the space or how one should move in it. They look, simply, like they are in the way. 

And perhaps they are.  

Church Architecture: Building and Renovating for Christian Worship, by Susan J. White  

Church Pews, Their Origin and Legal Incidents with Some Observations on the Propriety of Abolishing Them, in Three Chapters, by John Coke 
Fowler, Esq. 

http://www.amazon.com/Church-Architecture-Building-Renovating-Christian/dp/1878009346
http://anglicanhistory.org/misc/freechurch/fowler_pews1844.html
http://www.grandcrossingsba.org
mailto:grandcrossings@gmail.com
http://www.amazon.com/Church-Architecture-Building-Renovating-Christian/dp/1878009346
http://anglicanhistory.org/misc/freechurch/fowler_pews1844.html
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Church Revitalization………………………………………………………Preston Thompson

The Annual Meeting for Grand Crossings will be at the end of this month.  We have been promoting this meeting since February, but, 
in case you are just now hearing about it, the dates are September 23rd-24th.  I am personally anticipating God moving in a mighty 
way through the conference that He(God) is putting together.  Conducting a Church Revitalization Conference during our annual 
gathering was not an idea that was original to me.  In fact, at one of the first Leadership Council Meetings that we had after I started 
as the Associational Missionary, I found that multiple leaders had already been discerning a calling towards a conference like what 
we will experience.  I know that I have many ideas on ways to strengthen our churches, pastors and ministries, but when a few 
others express the same ideas, you better start taking notice.  Again, to say that I am excited about this conference would be putting 
it mildly.  God is going to do something mighty, I can just feel it.  The big question still remains in whether or not you will be in 
attedence? 
Maybe you are on the fence about this conference and you really aren't sure about it will entail or what exactly is Church 
Revitalization in the first place.  The following is a description of this concept and then it is followed by an article on 3 reasons why 
we need revitalization.  

What Does Church Revitalization Mean? 
“Every place I go people ask me for a definition of church revitalization. Church Revitalization is a movement within 
protestant evangelicalism, which emphasizes the missional work of turning a plateau or rapidly declining church around 
and moving it back towards growth. It is lead through a Church Revitalization Initiative, which is when a local church 
begins to work on the renewal of the church with a concerted effort to see the ministry revitalized and the church 
become healthy. Church Revitalization means that the local church knew how, at one time previously, to renew, 
revitalize, and re- establish the health and vitality of the ministry. One of the challenges for the laity in the day in which 
we live is that they have lost the knowledge of church renewal and no longer want to cultivate the skill sets necessary to 
see their church experience revitalization. Even sadder is when a congregation does not have the corporate memory 
that there was a day when the local church was reaching people for Christ Jesus and active as evangelistic witnesses 
into their community.”  Dr. Tom Cheyney 

Three Reasons To Consider Church Revitalization 
By Rob Hurtgen as posted on LifeWay.com/Revitalization on May 19th, 2015 

The statistics are alarming. Anywhere from eighty to ninety percent of evangelical churches have been identified as plateaued or 
declining. Church planting efforts are staying on par with church funerals, which means that no ground is being won. A recent 
national survey has indicated that those who are not affiliating with any type of organized religion are climbing higher than ever 
before. 
If you look around the region you serve, more than likely there is a church gathering where last year there was none and a church 
building closing when last year it was open. These stories and statistics are enough to drive any present or future church leader to 
panic “the sky is falling, the sky is falling.” 
Like Chicken Little, church leadership must be reminded that the sky is not indeed falling. Nominal Christianity is fading; that is a 
good thing. Unhealthy churches are not looking for the next program but asking what does a healthy church look like; that is a good 
thing. Church Revitalization is gaining traction and church leaders are being trained in and discussing what Church Revitalization 
looks like; that is a good thing. 
Lets look at three reasons to invest your life in Church Revitalization. 
1. Jesus Commands Revitalization. 
In the seven letters to the churches in Revelation, Jesus commands those churches that are unhealthy and have never been healthy 
to repent and return. He called them to be revitalized. 
The great assumption for Church Revitalization to occur is that at one point in time the church in question knew what it meant to be 
healthy. Specifically the Ephesian church—which presents an illusion of health—was called to remember and return to their first love. 
To return to when they were healthy. Jesus is commanding their revitalization. 

Continued on page 22

http://lifeway.com/Revitalization
http://lifeway.com/Revitalization
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Church Revitalization…………………………………………………………………Continued

2. Paul Practiced Revitalization. 
In Acts 15 following the Jerusalem Council, Paul and Luke determine to set out on a second missionary journey. Their purpose is 
very unique and strategic. “Let’s go back and visit the brothers in every town where we have preached the message of the Lord, and 
see how they are doing.” (Acts 15:36, HCSB, emphasis added) The two shortly parted company but Paul carried out the intent of the 
mission, which was to strengthen the churches (Acts 15:41). 

The two held the purpose of building on what was established, diagnosing their present state of health and then strengthening what 
was there. This is the task of a Church Revitalizer. 

A Church Revitalizer learns and builds on the history of a church. They diagnose the churches present state of health and then 
engage in the difficult work of developing a strategy and implementing a model that will, Lord willing, strengthen the church. 

The Lord changed Paul’s mission following Acts 15 but it is clear he and Luke set out to practice revitalization. 

3. The Prophets called for Revitalization. 
The calling on the lives of the prophets, the burning in their bones, was to declare God’s great name, His just judgment upon His 
people, and call them to return to Him. Specifically Jeremiah 24:7 says, “I will give them a heart to know Me, that I am Yahweh. They 
will be My people, and I will be their God because they will return to Me with all their heart”(emphasis added). Jeremiah not only 
declares God’s provision during the exile but His desire for them to return, to be revitalized in Him. 

In many cases, but not in every case, a church is in need of revitalization because their orthodoxy and orthopraxy is far from what 
God desires. Their mission statement may sound biblical but in practice it is far from it. Their theology gives an appearance of piety, 
but it is no more than a tickling of the ears. The prophets stood in the gap between a broken people and the Lord who was broken for 
them and cried out “return, be revitalized!” 

What more shall we say then? The closer Scripture is examined, the more examples of revitalization that can be found. Taking on the 
challenge of Church Revitalization then is a burning in the bones. Intentional Church Revitalization is hard work; it is not for the faint 
of heart but for those brave in faith. These are not hopeless days for the church, but days to see the Lord’s amazing power in the life 
of the church. 

The day is here not for the church to draw back but for an army of Church Revitalizers to be called out. Embracing the words of the 
great missionary William Carey, “Expect great things from God, attempt great things for God.” Together lets see a great wave of 
Church Revitalization. 

Grand Crossings Baptist Association 
Annual Meeting and Church Revitalization Conference 

Union Baptist Church 
17620 Hwy JJ 

Mexico, MO 65265 
September 23rd -24th  

Friday evening from 6:30 pm to 9:00 pm 
Saturday from 8:00 am to 4:30 pm 

(Breakfast and Lunch provided) 

Register at http://grandcrossingsba.org/annual-meeting

http://grandcrossingsba.org/annual-meeting
http://grandcrossingsba.org/annual-meeting
http://www.grandcrossingsba.org
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