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Fat Track Coaches
I tried to keep up with them. I made it about half a mile but there was still more distance to go. My legs were burning, my head was

telling me to stop and at last my will to continue was gone. So I hung my head and began to walk. The rest of the track team was
already at the half way point of our “fun run” waiting impatiently on me to catch up. We all knew that we still had a full mile to run back
to where we started and the reality finally sunk in; I am a fat track coach.
Weeks earlier some of the athletes from the middle school track team that I had the opportunity to help coach, discussed with me their
observation that there are many track coaches that are overweight and out of shape. These very words came pouring back into my
mind as I was “running” with the team a few days ago. I finally admitted to the fact that I had let myself go. I no longer could keep up
with the glory days of my youth when running and doing came easy.
God has a great way of showing us who we are through our failures. Let me explain a bit more. When it comes to the church culture,
there are many “fat track coaches”. In fact, many people would call this an oxymoron. The word track for most would create this image
of one who runs, and runs a lot. The reality is that you just can’t run very well if at all, when you are fat. But let me stop us right here
and plead with you that I am not talking about your personal weight or shape of your body. What I am trying to portray is the
understanding that we as the body of Christ have many people who remember the glory days of when they experienced God through
doing the work of the Lord and now are teaching, preaching, and reaching out of those glory days. Somewhere along the way they
have failed to continue to lead through the example of personal daily experience of doing God’s work.
Coaches do their best work by being an example to follow. Pastor this should be the same with you. If you preach about evangelism,
discipleship, outreach, pastoral care, going on missions, etc. then you ought to be doing it as well. Track athletes and Sunday School
classes both desire to see, hear, and experience what they are being taught alongside leaders who are in the trenches with them.
Pastors, church leaders, Deacons, Sunday School teachers and more; we have to be the daily example our flock wants to follow. More
importantly, 1 Corinthians 9:26-27 says, “Therefore I run in such a way, as not without aim; I box in such a way, as not beating the air;
but I discipline my body and make it my slave, so that, after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified.”
Fat track coaches partially disqualify themselves from fully being used in shaping the lives of their athletes. When the students form is
out of sink and results are lacking, the coach has to be the one to show the correct way. In the church, we need to take notice, hold
ourselves to a higher standard, start working out our faith in front of others and watch how many people follow. I am reminded of the
movie, Forrest Gump. There is a scene where the main character begins to run one day. Before long, others begin to follow. Then at
one point, Forrest looks behind him and there are hundreds following. This is what leadership looks like. Be someone that people want
to follow. Don’t run your race, run the race God has set out for you. Run to win. That win is when we get to heaven. So never stop
running. Stop being a fat track coach and get back to 2 Timothy 4:5, “But you, be sober in all things, endure hardship, do the work of an
evangelist, fulfill your ministry.”
Sincerely one who is getting back in shape,

Preston
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Church Spotlight……………………………………Littleby Baptist Church

1860 was a dangerous time in Missouri, especially out of the way places in the country side. The War talk with the
Union forces of Washington, DC was rampant and many, from the local business owners to the farmers in the field,
concentrated on the drums of armed preparedness. Three faithful individuals, John W. Haynes, Nathan Ayers, and Robert
Painter heard a different drummer to help their area be prepared for the Kingdom of God. They met on the second
Saturday of November in the Blue schoolhouse, so the record states, and formed Littleby Baptist Church. Tragically, as
time progressed, it became unsafe to meet in this out of the way location 12 miles from Mexico because of the War raging
around them. The Kingdom work ceased for awhile.
Beginning July 15,1870, Kingdom work began again in the Prairie View Schoolhouse,
later known as the Beagle Schoolhouse. July 26, 1870, Littleby Baptist was reorganized
with twelve members. Praise and worship was shared regularly and the congregation met
for a special worship service on July 26, 1879, and raised $300.00 that day. It was
enough to begin the present building. August 25, 1879, a warranty deed was filed for the
purchase of land from James and Elizabeth Logan for $15.00. The first worship service
met in the new building December 27. By December 28, 1879, $1500.00 was raised
coming entirely from individual gifts by people who lived in a seven mile radius. At the
dedication that day, Rev. J.C. Maple from Columbia preached from the text Exodus 20:24,
“In all places where I record my name I will come unto thee, and I will bless thee”.
At one of the first business meetings, an official motto was adopted : “A lasting blessing to
the neighborhood”. The faithful folk at Littleby have lived up to the vision set in that
meeting through the generations. Physical changes have occurred through the years also. Electricity was added July 2,
1938, November 30, 1955, a decision was made to dig out a basement under the building finishing with concrete. Work
began in January 1956 and it was dedicated September 29. The original building began to separate in 1976, and it was
reinforced. Other changes have taken place like city water donated by Tony and Liz Washer, in- door bathrooms and gas
furnace with air conditioning. A recent and very striking change was the steeple erected on the roof in memory of Homer
Webster.
Although the physical changes honor the beauty of the house of worship, the
congregation has never forgotten the motto or the blessing that empowers it. Their
passion still remains to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ and disciple those who are part
of the congregation. The congregation shares a Vacation Bible School and a Good Friday
Service each year with Bethel Presbyterian Church. Littleby also shares a mini revival
service with New Hope Baptist Church in Fulton every six months. Most recently the
congregation has scheduled a worship service on Christmas Eve inviting churches and
communities in a seven mile radius. The response has been very encouraging.
The congregation also remains mission minded as to support the Southern Baptist
Convention offerings of Lottie Moon and Annie Armstrong, the MO Baptist Convention offering. They also support the Cedar
Crest Camp, Agape house, and local missions like the Thrift store, Handi Shop, Arthur Center, “Bottle ministry," and food
pantry donations. If a need arises, the congregation is motivated to help and remain a “lasting blessing to the
neighborhood”.

206 E. Whitlow, Fulton, Mo 65251 573-826-9584

grandcrossings@gmail.com

www.grandcrossinsba.org

2

Volume I Issue 2

May 2016

Pastor Highlight………………………………………………….Chris Atkinson
My name is Chris Atkinson, and I have been a pastor for over twenty
years and served in the Grand Crossings Association for fourteen of those
years. During my time serving in Mid-Missouri I have served as pastor of
Centennial Baptist Church in Mexico, Missions Team Leader for Grand
Crossing Baptist Association, and I am currently serving as pastor of First
Baptist Church in Laddonia.
While pastoring both of these congregations the Lord has allowed us to
reach out to people and meet their needs through the love of Jesus
Christ.
While serving as the pastor at Centennial, I was also blessed with the
opportunity to be the Mission Team leader for Grand Crossing Baptist
Association. I led mission trips to El Salvador; where we built houses and
reached out to the people of El Salvador with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Now in Laddonia, I am blessed to say the congregation of First Baptist Church is reaching out to
our community through School Supply distributions, Trunk or Treat activities, Community
Fellowship dinners, National Day of Prayer rallies, Vacation Bible School, and Wednesday night
actives for the entire family.
This July our church will be hosting a Mission Trip to Laddonia where we will be weatherizing two
homes and working in conjunction with Texas County Baptist Association to accomplish this
ministry.
I am truly blessed to be the pastor of this great congregation! We are excited about what God is
doing in our community and the doors that he is opening for other ministry opportunities. Our goal
as a body of believers is to be God with skin on to our neighbors.
Chris is married to Caryn Atkinson and they have three boys; Nathan, Joshua, and Samuel. He is
from Meridian, Mississippi and studied at New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary.
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Pastoral Ministry………………………………………………………………..Dr. Gary Shultz, Jr.
When someone asks you to do something you can’t do, naturally you
refuse. If one of you were to come up to me after the next pastor’s
fellowship lunch and say, “Gary, I am running a marathon next Saturday,
and I would really like you to go with me,” I would have to say “no,
can’t do it.” Even if you told me “It’s the ‘bring a-pastor-with-you’
marathon, and if you don’t run with me I can’t go, and if we win we’d
get a million dollars,” I’d still say “no, no way, can’t do it. I am
physically and mentally unable to run a marathon.” This is common sense, right? How many of us would
agree to do something that we know we can’t do? If someone asks us to do something we know we can’t do,
and we agree to do it, it ends up being embarrassing for everyone.
Yet, God, who is infinitely wise and gracious, loves to ask us to do things that we know we can’t do. He
doesn’t do this to embarrass us, or discourage us, or set us up for failure, but
so that we would see and know his power, so that we would learn that what
“… God always
we can’t do on our own, God can do in us and through us. That is a life of
faith, learning that in our weakness God is strong, in our inability God is
equips us to do
able. God loves to take us beyond our comfort zones, beyond our abilities,
what he calls us to
beyond our limited ideas of what we think we’re capable of, and do amazing
do.”
things in us and through us. He begins this work the moment we believe in
Christ. Yes, we can step away from that sin, yes, we can embrace holiness,
yes, we can deny ourselves and show some humility and repentance, yes, we
can forgive that person, yes, we can love our kids and our spouse like we should, yes, we can give, yes, we
can tell people about Jesus and invite them to church, yes, we can fulfill his calling as pastors and ministers of
the gospel.
In Christ, God always equips us to do what he calls us to do. So the next time we are tempted to look at God
and say, “no, can’t do it,” and offer our reasons and excuses why (because, after all, that’s common sense
right, don’t agree to do things you can’t do), we have to remember that with God nothing is impossible. He is
the one who works in us and through us, he is the one fulfilling his promises and accomplishing his plan.
Praise God that Jesus builds his church, and allows us to be part of his plan for the universe even when we
don’t think we can do it.
Gary L. Shultz Jr. is the Senior Pastor, FBC Fulton. He has served there for 7 years come this July. Gary studied Systematic Theology at
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky.
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Discipleship / Sunday School Ministry……………………….…LP Cook III
I tend to think that the hardest thing for Sunday School classes, or any other established groups, to do is
start a new class or group. This article points out that our focus can be in the wrong place. Most of us
don't aim to think like this but it is our natural tendency. LP

Rick’s Quotes: Groups That Won’t
Multiply
By Rick Howerton
“Groups that won’t multiply haven’t asked themselves the right
questions.”
Group multiplication is the most difficult aspect of biblical group life. Leaving people you’ve grown to love,
saying goodbye to those who have cared for and fought for you, and leaving the nurturing of a group leader
who has been your friend and confidant seems an impossible thing to do.
But if we conclude that we are not going to multiply our group, we’re asking ourselves the wrong questions.
Too often a group member asks these two questions (consciously or unconsciously):
1. Should I really have to do this?
2. Why should I be asked to do something that feels so wrong?
As you can see, these two questions focus on one’s personal wants and wishes. The problem with this
mentality is that we’re called to do what’s best for the Kingdom, not what’s best for us.
There are two other questions that each group considering multiplication might want to ask themselves:
1. What group of twelve in all of Christian history deserved to remain together and never leave one
another, more so than any other? The obvious answer is Jesus’ disciples.
2. What if they had done just that? The answer: none of us would be followers of Christ with an
eternal home in heaven.
I rest my case.
Rick Howerton is the Small Groups and Discipleship Specialist at LifeWay Christian
Resources. He has authored many small group studies, is a highly sought-after trainer and
speaker, and is the author of Destination Community: Small Group Ministry Manual as well
as A Different Kind of Tribe: Embracing the New Small Group Dynamic. He is also the coauthor of Disciples Path: A Practical Guide to Disciple Making and Countdown: Launching
and Leading Transformational Groups. But Rick’s deepest passion and his goal in life is to
see “a biblical small group within walking distance of every person on the planet making
disciples that make disciples.”

This and other articles are available at Lifeway.com under Ministry and then Groups Ministry.
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Worship Ministry………………………………………………………………………….Brad Kerr
Music Matters: It’s in the details
My parents recently blessed our family with a trip to Walt Disney World in Orlando, Florida. Watching my
children as we took in the overwhelming wonder that hits you while you are in a Disney Park was a treat.
Disney’s attention to detail, every little detail, is inspiring. You can walk from one themed area to another,
and not only do the ground coverings and surrounds change to reflect the new area, but the music changes
right along with you. Instantly you are transported to a land of adventure, or tomorrow through details.
During our time in Disney World, I was reminded of why I spend so much time on the details of our weekly
worship services.
When I tell people that I am an Associate Pastor of Music and Education, they
typically will ask at some point, “What do you do all week?” There are
variations on this question, such as, “Don’t you only work on Sundays?” I often
laugh and say, “Actually, just for a few hours in the morning.” However, my
dad, who has often spent time with me at work, can attest that I am very busy
all week. For me, Sunday morning worship services aren’t something that I
have to be prepared for every week, they are something that I want to be
prepared for every week. I spend my time praying over the service, the praise
team members, and the congregation. I study through the passage that our Pastor will be preaching that
Sunday and search for songs that will point people to Jesus through the truth that will be proclaimed. It is in
these details that I ascribe glory to God.

“Our God is
a detailed
God”

Read through Genesis 1. Our God is a detailed God. Read through
1 Kings 6 where Solomon is building God’s Temple. God’s house
would not simply be a random collection of materials, but a place
that points to the majesty, and glory of the one true and living God.
The Psalms continue to drive us to the details. The writers of the
Psalms are careful to point us back to God through his attributes,
and the works of his hands. We get to see the lengths to which God
provides protection for his people in Psalm 91. Again, we serve a
God of details.
This week, as you prepare for Sunday, be praying for those who are
working to lead you in worship through music, preaching, or sharing
of testimony. If you are the one tasked with ordering the worship
service, I would encourage you to pay attention to the details. Think
through the message of the songs. Does it match up with what the
Pastor will be preaching? Or is it pointing the congregation away
from the sermon? Work through the musical transitions. Are they
drawing people toward God, or away from Him? The church can learn a lot from Disney, especially in the
details.
Brad Kerr serves as the Associate Pastor of Music and Education at FBC Fulton. He studied music at Hannibal LaGrange College and is from
Grass Valley, California.
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Senior Adult Ministry…………………………………………………….Todd Pridemore
Understanding an Aging Plan

Around The Baptist Home we say there are two approaches to aging, “incident aging” and “planned aging”.
Most people follow the “incident aging” approach. They just allow the days and years to go by without much thought about their life
journey. Then an “incident’ forces them to face the fact they are getting older. The “incident” requires them to make quick, and often
poor decisions about their future.
The incident may be broken hip resulting in one having to find a rehab center or home health care quickly. Or the incident may be a
sudden drop in the stock market causing one to “panic sell” investments thus greatly damaging future retirement assets. Although it
is the most poplar the “incident approach” to aging is not the best.
The “planned aging” approach is an intentional, comprehensive, realistic, and well thought out process of putting in place plans to
address the major decisions we may have to make as we get older. This process leads one to develop an “Aging Plan” that lays out
our preferred decisions and actions to maximize independence and control of our life.
Developing an Aging Plan takes time and dedication to the task. The ideal age to begin is in your early 50’s but no matter what your
age it is never too late to start. The major point is to develop your Aging Plan when you are not in a crisis and you have time to do
the research to clearly understand your options for each potential situation.
An Aging Plan gives us the confidence we are in control and are making the
best decisions as we continue on life’s journey. It gives us a sense of
acceptance, joy and positive feelings about the life course we are taking. In
other words an Aging Plan helps us to have few or no regrets about our
decisions in the last half of life.
The Plan
Residents at The Baptist Home complete an Aging Plan prior to admittance.
This plan addresses your changing needs throughout the aging process and can be as simple or as detailed as you feel necessary.
Most importantly, an Aging Plan will ensure your wishes are made known and your loved ones are emotionally and relationally
protected.
For Baptist Home purposes the Aging Plan must define responsible partners and contact persons in case the resident becomes
incapacitated. An aging plan is a more comprehensive version of an estate plan.
COMMON COMPONENTS OF AN AGING PLAN:
•
– An estate plan
•
– Long-term care insurance
•
– Choosing a long-term care provider
•
– Remodeling or purchasing a home that is age friendly
•
– Informing adult children and responsible parties about legal and financial matters
•
– Funeral & burial plans
•
– A wellness strategy to improve fitness and health
•
– Advance health care directives
•
– Durable Power of Attorney
•
– Minimizing risk as one ages to promote the longest healthiest life possible
•
– Financial planning
•
– Development of meaningful hobbies
•
– Career and work plans as one ages
To setup an aging plan or schedule an educational seminar about an Aging Plan contact The Baptist Home.

Todd Pridemore is the Advancement officer for Central Missouri for The Baptist Home
This article was posted on February 4, 2008 by The Baptist Home in Aging Plan, Graceful Aging, Tools & Resources
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Deacon Ministry………………………………………………………………….…E. Frank Whitney
Deacons, Relative or Reflective
One of the most influential and relative ministries that a church can have is a strong Deacon Ministry. I realize that
most churches believe that they have good, even great deacons. The truth of the matter is that a church's deacon
ministry must be reflective of who they are as a church. In other words, deacons must flesh out the heart of the
church.
In order for a deacon ministry to truly be relative it must meet the congregation at the
point of need rather than a point popularity. That doesn't mean that deacon ministry has
to be controversial, but it does mean if it needs to be it will. The deacon body must
reflect at least 3 essential elements to the church;
1) It must relate strength and stability
2) It must address the urgent, current and pressing needs
3) It must maintain a spirit of compassion, spiritual leadership and Biblical integrity

“… deacons are
a ministering
body not an
administrative
body.”

First let's address strength and stability. Demonstrating strength does
not mean being in charge or even being the decision makers. What it
means is completing the ministry of the church as dictated by the body
as a whole. Whether you are congregationally led, or Pastor authority led, the deacons are the body
that sees that ministry is carried out. It doesn't mean they do the ministry, it just means they
administrate it. They become the servants to carry out the ministries that have been decided upon,
sometimes popular, sometimes NOT! Either way the church knows that the deacons will get it done,
which brings strength and stability to the entire body.
Next let's deal with urgent, current and pressing needs that come into play in all of our churches which will allow our
deacon ministries to be real blessings to our congregations. Tragedy, death, calamities, diﬀerences of opinion can
bring urgent needs to our congregations. It is important that we have people ready, equipped with permission to deal
with such needs. I believe this can be a key role for GODLY deacons to come in and under shepherd the flock.
Deacons should be spiritually mature men with a heart for ministry of the church and the betterment of it's members.
That means they are not acting out of their own agenda but rather share the leadership philosophy of the staﬀ and a
heart for the ministry of the church.
Finally let's deal with compassion, Biblical integrity and spiritual leadership. I
consider this the greatest error in most of our churches relating to Deacon
Ministry. It is not uncommon for churches to ordain deacons based on popularity
or power of influence. Often smaller churches depend upon key membership to
help sustain the life of small struggling congregations, so they settle for something
other than the Biblical model given in 1 Timothy 3. Spiritual integrity and Biblical
soundness coupled with compassion is a must to aid the pastor and staﬀ with the
day to day challenges of the church. Timothy reminds us that the deacon should,
“not be a novice," or there will be complications. He also warns us about serious
mindset to ministry. “One that is sober” is the phrase that tells us to check the
motives and depth of spiritual commitment to the service of others. Remember
deacons are a ministering body not an administrative body. It takes time, years
to develop this kind of leadership in our churches. Don't be discouraged and don't be distracted, the end result is
worth the time and eﬀort it takes to get this wonderful asset to the church.
Bro. Frank Whitney has served at Union Hill Baptist Church in Holts, Summit as the Senior Pastor for over 12 years.
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Pastor Highlight………………………………………………………….Jim Shaver

June 1st, this year, will mark my 16th anniversary at Providence Baptist
Church. Jackie, my wife and I moved to New Bloomfield in 2000 after
serving 8 years in Montana, 10 years in Missouri and 2 ½ years in
Wisconsin. I’ve been a bivocational pastor and a fulltime pastor over the
last 36 years.
I was called into ministry out of the business world where I worked as an
accountant for three diﬀerent corporations in the Southeastern part of the
U.S., and my wife was a special education teacher in public schools. We
have one son and three grandchildren here in Missouri, so even though
we were both born in Georgia we now call Missouri home.
Providence Baptist Church will be 190 years old this August. What you may not know is that the
Missions Organization that became known as the Missouri Baptist Convention had its first meeting
at Providence in 1834. While we’re proud of our heritage we are more excited about ministry in our
community today, in our association, and around the world.
If you’re ever in the area on Sunday stop by and worship with us. Our Sunday Worship is at 9:30 am
followed by Bible Study at 10:30am.

Providence Baptist Church is located in the
heart of New Bloomfield. The church’s mailing
address is P.O. Box 157, New Bloomfield, MO
65063. You can reach the church at
573-491-3555 and also on their website at
www.providencehill.org.
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Technology in Ministry……………………………………………………………..Brad Kerr
Tech Talk: Why do I need help?
There have been times when I have been sitting in a church, listening to
a sermon, or singing along with the music, and all of a sudden that noise
begins to rise. I’m not talking about the sweet, wonderful sound of
melodious praise to our great Creator. No, this is that uncomfortable
sound of rising feedback. It typically begins as a low hum, then rises to a
defining, ear splitting squeal. That’s when it happens. Heads whip
around to look at the only person who could be causing such a
disturbance. The sound tech. I have been there. More than once. I
wanted to crawl under the floor, or at least sink down behind the sound
booth so as not to be seen.

“Few things can
interfere with the
preaching of
God’s Word like
a bad, or poorly
run sound
system.”

There are many factors that can cause feedback, most of which are outside the
sound tech’s control. If someone holds a mic too close to a speaker for instance, it
creates an infinite sound loop that grows until it causes feedback. Or if a person
holds the microphone around their mid-section, and the sound person tries to turn
up the mic in order to hear the person speaking. This too can cause feedback from
the amount of volume now given to the microphone. These are just two ways that
feedback can happen, and why it is so important to train both the sound technician,
and those who will be handling a microphone on a regular basis.

Colossians 3:23-24 says, “Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord
rather than for men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord
Christ whom you serve.” Even in this simple passage we are reminded that what we do either in running
sound, or using a microphone to proclaim a message, we need to do it for the Lord, and not for men. If we
truly believed that the way we use our sound system was to give glory to the Lord, wouldn’t we want to give
Him glory through its use? Why wouldn’t we do everything we could to eliminate all distractions? I want to
encourage you to find resources to give your sound techs the knowledge they need to “do their work heartily,
as for the Lord”, so that, when man hears the end result, the message of the Gospel will be clear. Few
things can interfere with the preaching of God’s Word like a bad, or poorly run sound system.
If you are looking for resources or training, for your sound techs, worship leaders, vocalists, or instrumentals,
please contact our Technology Team. We are here to come along side you as you serve your church. We
don’t have all the answers, but we will work to find them.
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Evangelism……………………………………………………………………………….…..Terry Delaney
Yes, you can evangelize!
Often we do not want to evangelize out of fear of getting something wrong. Perhaps you are an
introvert and do not like to talk with others let alone a complete stranger. Yet, we know, “that
repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in [Jesus’] name to all nations” (Luke
24:47).
This leads to conviction of knowing we are disobeying a direct command from the Lord and this, we
know, is sin. We typically respond to these convictions by shutting down and simply not sharing the
gospel. Fortunately, there are resources available that helps us to share the gospel with or without
talking to strangers.
The Bezeugen Tract Club (http://www.bezeugentractclub.org/) is a monthly tract club that will send
you 31 business card size gospel tracts for absolutely free. Bezeugen is German for “testify.” The
reason for 31 tracts is that you may be able to give away at least one a day.
Here is an example of one of the front of one of the gospel tracts:
The back reads:
Answer: 4. For this simple math problem there is one right answer and
an inﬁnite number of wrong answers. You can believe with all your
heart that the answer is ﬁve. You’d be wrong! Here is another
quesBon. What happens when a person dies? Like the math problem,
there can only be one true answer. All other answers are false. The
Bible says it is appointed once for man to die and then face judgment
based on the Ten Commandments. Ever told a lie? Stolen anything?
Used God’s name as a curse word? That’s blasphemy! Hated anyone or called them a fool? Jesus calls
hatred murder! Would you be innocent or guilty? Would God send you to heaven or hell? Remember it
doesn’t maRer if you believe in God, heaven and hell, or even these standards. It only maRers what is true.
The good news is that God does not want you to go to hell. God sent his Son, Jesus, to earth 2,000 years
ago. Jesus, being fully God and fully man became the only acceptable sacriﬁce for sin. He lived a perfect
life, fulﬁlled God’s law, died on the cross then rose from the dead. Please visit www.AWerLifeCatalog.com/
true/, listen to the message and read the informaBon about Jesus. The Bible says that if you will repent
(turn away from sin) and trust Jesus alone, then you will have eternal life. (Mark 1:15, John 3:36)
I like to leave this at the gas station in the credit card slot on the pump or with my tip at a restaurant.
(Note: if you leave a gospel tract with your tip, please be sure to leave a larger tip! Who knows,
maybe the extra dollar will lead them to read the tract and the Holy Spirit use that to reconcile them
to God.) Sometimes I just give them out in the course of conversation.
My prayer is that GCBA would become an association of churches noted for sharing the message of
salvation to a world in desperate need of salvation. Joining this tract club is a step in that direction.
Terry Delaney is the pastor at Union Baptist Church just outside of Mexico. He is currently working on his Masters of Divinity at Southern Seminary.
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Youth Ministry……………………………………………………………………….Martin Stukenborg
What do I do now?
You might have a Sunday School class going and you would like to build that into a “youth ministry,"
but it seems like it might not happen. Here are a few ideas that have worked for me.
Get active in the kid’s lives. Just because you say that you care
about kids and plan Bible studies and events does not make it true in the eyes of
your youth.
I cannot tell you how many ball games and plays and concerts I have
gone to. I go because some of my youth kids are participating and I go because
youth ministry happens where there are youth. If the school system or local club
will gather them up, go and minister to them.
There are some events that are not very well attended; that’s where
Jesus’ name can really shine. I have been asked if I have a son on the school
soccer team and I say no, but this kid or that kid comes to my Bible study on
Wednesday night and I really wanted to see him play.
Have a place they can call their own. Students are in classrooms all the time; they have to be. Often the
space the church gives to us is just a bland classroom. And it’s not very inviting. So…if the adults will let you… let the
kids pick some colors and paint the room. Not everyone is into this. I had a lady refer to our walls as having “graffiti” on
them. I had never had a Bible verse referred to as graffiti, but you get the point.
If I walk into a church and see a purple wall with brightly colored hand prints on it; I know it is a middle school
girl’s room. One time I had a new 7th grade girl come to an event and I walked with her into our 7,8,9th grade girls
classroom and she touched the hand prints on the wall and asked if she could put hers on there too.
If the Trustees won’t let you paint the wall get some poster board or press paper and do handprints on that. Get
some plywood panels and paint them some awesome colors.
Get some music. Have you ever been to a bad garage sale? You walk around and it’s so quiet and awkward
that all you can think about is getting out of there. Welcome to the life of a teenager before Bible study. I have an old
computer in my youth room that has nothing on it but I-Tunes. I have Christian music on it and it is hooked up to some
speakers. Before and after our events the kids can pick the music that they want to listen to and it keeps the room from
being awkwardly quiet when there are just a couple of people in it.
Give out your personal information. This might freak you out, but I have
my email address, work phone and cell phone numbers listed on my
Facebook page. If you are a student and you ask to be my friend on
Facebook I will add you. Not all my adult friend requests make the cut. If you
can’t communicate to the youth you cannot reach them.
I have had some good meaningful conversations with kids online because of
something they posted or a comment that they made.

Always be looking for the next adult to recruit. You might be

surprised who takes you up on the offer to stop by and see what’s happening
on Wednesday night. They might sit in on your Bible study, they might sub for
your Sunday School class, they might offer their home for an after church youth hang out.
If you don’t ask them people assume that you do not want or need their help or they assume that they would
not be the type of person that you are looking for. Don’t let that happen to you.
Martin has been on staff at FBC Fulton for over 14 years and has been doing youth ministry for over 16 years. If you have questions
about youth ministry, email him. mstukenborg@hotmail.com
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Ministry Assistant Ministry……………………………………………Sarah Rohrbach
Running
How many of you are still into running? Not many of us now that we have
gotten a little older but, who loved to run when they were little. Most outside
fun activities involved running-playing tag, playing any sports, and just
running around during recess. Didn’t we just feel free when we ran and the
more we ran the more we felt alive.
Now it’s my kids’ turn to run. All of them are
involved in sports and a few of them run track
and cross country. They are doing great, but
inside of them all they want to do is run faster and harder to meet their next goal
and that’s what we end up telling them, “Run faster! You can do it! Don’t stop!”
They have a goal and do we still? In I Timothy 6:11 Paul warned Timothy to run
from anything that produced evil thoughts in his life. “But you, Timothy are a man of God; so run from all
these evil things. Pursue righteousness and a godly life, along with faith, love perseverance, and gentleness.
Fight the good fight for the true faith. Hold tightly to the eternal life to which God has called you, which you
have confessed so well before many witnesses. And I charge you before God, who gives life to all, and
before Christ Jesus, who gave a good testimony before Pontius Pilate, that you obey this command without
wavering. Then no one can find fault with your from now until our Lord Jesus Christ comes again.” 1
Timothy 6:11-14 NLT
Let’s remember our goal when we are rooting for our kids’ to run
harder and not stop. Maybe we are not physically running everyday
but we are mentally running trying to get everything done in the day
that we need to. Our goal is to still run from evil, to witness to
others through our deeds and actions and to not waver so Jesus
can one day say to us you were a good and faithful servant, you did
the best you could. The more we do this, the more alive we will feel.
So get out there and keep running!

Sarah Rohrbach serves as the Ministry Assistant at Southside Baptist Church in Fulton, MO. She has four children Ean, Drew, Caleb and Amelia.
She is attends Rising Sun Baptist near Hatton.

206 E. Whitlow, Fulton, Mo 65251 573-826-9584

grandcrossings@gmail.com

www.grandcrossinsba.org

13

Volume I Issue 2

May 2016

Children / Family Ministry…………………………………………………..Adas’ Jacyna
A Battle Plan: …praying for the generations after us
If we desire the growing movement of God’s Spirit among young people, then let us forge ahead in the battle by praying the
Scriptures over them. A few years ago, a good friend shared, “10 Critical Prayers For Millennials”, by Terrace Crawford, and the
points below are adapted from it. Since I’ve shared these, I don’t know how many are praying, but its clear prayers are being
oﬀered as we see growing evidence of Jesus changing young lives in our town! Choose to regularly pray a point and a
corresponding Scripture verse over a young person in your life.

///1. Purpose.
God has a plan and purpose for every young person. Speak this over them and ask God to, no matter what their circumstances
are, give them passion and a deep-seated purpose for living. >Jer 29:11; Psalm 139:13-16; 2 Cor 5:20; Jer 1:5; John 14:13;
Rom 8:28-2

///2. Friendships.
For good or bad, we reflect those we hang out with. Pray God will give today's young people wisdom in choosing their friends
and that God will bring people into their lives who will point them to Christ. Pray also that He will use young people to
encourage and build-up each other like never before. >1 Cor 15:33; Heb 10:25; 1 Thess 5:11; 1 Sam 16:7

///3. Character.
Young people are bombarded with temptation, and Satan, the enemy, is seeking to destroy their character. Pray that young
people may experience an ongoing transformation by having their minds renewed, and that they will be examples to the world
in their speech, lives, love, faith and purity. Also ask God for more great Christ-like role models for our young people,
particularly among their own peers. >1 Tim 4:12; Rom 12:1-2; Psalm 24:4

///4. Purity.
Pray that God would give our young people more of a hunger for righteousness than a sexual appetite, and that they would see
through the enemy's lies. Ask God to strengthen them and give them the drive to flee sexual immorality and help them reserve
the gift of sex for marriage. >John 8:32; 1 Pet 1:5; Heb 13:4; 1 Cor 6:18; 1 John 4:4: Jam 1:12-14

///5. Passion.
May God grant the next generation an anointing of power by the Holy Spirit to be the greatest witnesses for Christ Jesus that
we've ever known. Pray their zeal for obedience supersedes any other human desire they have.
>Acts 1:8; Luke 4:18-19; 1 Pet 3:15; Matt 28:19-20; Ga.5:24

///6. Money.
A root of all kinds of evil is love of money. “God, give spiritual eyes to today's young people and help them view money as a
great resource for Kingdom purposes; grant them contentment in plenty or when poor, because of their richness in Christ
Jesus.” >Phil 4:19; Matt 6:24; Eccl 5:10; Heb 13:5; 1 Tim 6:10

///7. Submission and Honor.
Pray for young people to submit to Jesus and to those in authority over them. May God give them grace to love, respect and
honor parents, teachers, bosses, spiritual leaders and government. >Eph 6:2-3; Heb 13:17; Mark 12:17

///8. Spiritual Growth.
Pray that God nurtures the soil of young people’s hearts and grants them a greater sensitivity to His Spirit so they may grow in
the knowledge and grace of Jesus Christ. Pray for more passionate workers - for the harvest of souls among the next
generations. >Luke 2:52; Gal 2:20; 2 Cor 5:17; Eph 3:16

///9. Discernment.
Pray God would give the next generation knowledge of the truth of God and spiritual eyes to see, so that the enemy would not
be able to deceive. Pray they may be able to discern between the teachings of the Living God and false gods or prophets.
>1 Tim 3:9; 2 Cor 2:11; John 17:17; Eph 6:14

///10. Hope.
May young people take every thought captive to Christ. “God, fill every young person with the hope of the resurrection of Jesus
Christ and protect their minds and hearts from hopelessness. God, help them cling to Christ during discouragement and soak
up Your strength when offering this same hope to others. >Gal 6:9; Eph 6:13; Phil 4:8; 2 Tim 2:13; Heb 10:23; 1 Pet 5:8-9
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Missions…………………………………………………………………………………Preston Thompson
Deciding to Go: Five Reasons You Should Go on Short-Term Missions

By Marti Wade

In the next year, more than a million Americans will travel on a short-term mission trip of some sort. Many are looking for ways to
learn and grow, to try something they've always wanted to do, or to offer themselves in service to others. Stepping out of our comfort
zones and into another part of God's world will stretch our faith and may even change us forever.
Some are drawn to go because they want to see the world through different lenses. Centuries ago St. Augustine said it well: "The
world is a book, and those who do not travel read only a page," Despite our easy access to TV and the Internet, pilgrimage and
personal experience still have great appeal today. As followers of Jesus, we don't just travel to take in the sights and thrill our
senses, but to be God's witnesses and to see for ourselves how he has left his fingerprints on the world.
From the earliest times, God has called people out into the unknown, often through short-term ventures and experiences. Consider
the journeys of Paul, Barnabas, Philip, Steven, Nehemiah, Jonah, and the "mission teams" of Numbers 13 and Joshua 2. In each
case God had something for them to see, learn, or do (and often all three). The God who sent them sends us, too. He sends us to be
the salt of the earth, a light to the world, and his hands and feet, whether we're close to home or far from it.
Thinking about going on a mission trip? This may be the year for you to go. Consider these reasons to pursue a short-term mission
trip experience.
1. To Obey the Great Commission and Great Commandment

The mission of God to make disciples of all nations is the mission of his church in the world today. Jesus sends us out as the Father
sent him, by his grace and for his glory. Demonstrating and sharing God's love with others is something we're made for. Let’s not
keep the good news of the gospel to ourselves.
Can you serve God and others more effectively close to home? Quite possibly. But that does not mean he doesn't want to use you
for a season somewhere else. Often such an experience helps us see our lives at home through different eyes and better serve the
people who live right next to us, too.
2. To Walk with God's Global Servants

The short-term mission movement is sometimes criticized for absorbing resources that could support long-term work and workers.
Yet many mission teams work alongside these global servants and under their direction, assisting in their work. Such a trip can give
you the chance to explore what motivates them, learn from them, and discover how they see their work and their world. Perhaps
God would have you partner further with one of these global servants, join their ranks, or take skills and lessons you learn and apply
them in another context.
3. To Step Out in Faith

Do you think God is calling you to surrender more to him? If a mission trip is your next big step, you'll have to trust him for the
resources to make it happen, for others to walk with you, for love for those you meet, for grace to be flexible as the experience
unfolds, and for mercy when you fall. By engaging the unknown on a mission trip, many learn how to better walk with God day by
day and moment by moment.
4. To Take a Journey of Personal Growth

It's almost a cliché now. As most mission trip participants report, you may receive more than you give. While taking a mission trip
solely for what you can get out of it may be irresponsible, many find the journey of personal faith and growth to be life-changing. The
German philosopher Martin Buber said it well: "All journeys have secret destinations of which the traveler is unaware." If God is
tugging on you to be part of a mission team, it's likely he has something he wants to do in your life through this experience.
5. To Encourage Others

The world needs more missionaries, even those who only go for a short time. Not enough people are willing to leave behind their
comforts and routines to serve the poor and vulnerable, share the message of the gospel, listen to those who have no voice, and
learn from God’s global church. If God is nudging you to go, look to him to overcome the opposition and obstacles you may face.
Your service can encourage others to glorify God for what he's doing in your life and to pursue their own God-given purposes. If you
are willing to go, others may be able to picture themselves going too.
Marti Wade has been a mission mobilizer since 1995 and has trained dozens of short-term teams for relationship-based research among the world's
least-reached peoples. This article first appeared in the ShortTermMissions.com eNewsletter.

206 E. Whitlow, Fulton, Mo 65251 573-826-9584

grandcrossings@gmail.com

www.grandcrossinsba.org

15

Volume I Issue 2

May 2016

Ministry Highlight……………………………………………Sports Crusaders
Why Sports Crusaders?
We connect children to Jesus Christ and
then to the local church. Over 23 years of
ministry experience, has proven sports
and recreation are an effective tool to
get unchurched families into the church.
What a great missionary opportunity for
the people of your church to be local
missionaries by inviting local teams,
schools, coached, and community connections to get involved!
Who We Are
Sports Crusaders provides quality sports camps for children and youth. We offer skill-enhancing
camps in four sporting endeavors: basketball, soccer, cheerleading, volleyball, and baseball/
softball. We offer a weekly sports radio show, inner city camps, and partner with Camp P82 for onsite at-risk kids.
Since our camps began in 1994 we have had more than 1500 camps and more than 42,912
children have attended these camps. More than 5,296 have made a decision to accept Jesus
Christ as their personal Lord and Savior.
Although our camps are comparable in quality and content of those offered by collegiate
programs, what sets us apart is our staff. These college-aged Christian coaches are dedicated to
helping young people develop their athletic skills, as well as their relationship with Christ. Coaches
spend time each day in what is called a “half time” teaching the campers to apply God’s Word in
their sport and in their lives. Most importantly, campers are presented with the Gospel message and
given the opportunity to accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.

Contact Information
Located near Jefferson City, Missouri,
our headquarters are housed next to Union Hill Baptist Church in Holts Summit, MO.
434 South Summit Drive Holts Summit, Missouri 65043 573.896.6095
Email: info@sportscrusaders.org WEB: sportscrusaders.org
We partner with the MBC providing their sports evangelism ministries.

206 E. Whitlow, Fulton, Mo 65251 573-826-9584

grandcrossings@gmail.com

www.grandcrossinsba.org

16

