
Statement of Faith & Core Values
Heart of Missouri Baptist Association

As we seek to fulfill the mission and vision God has given us as Heart of Missouri Baptist Association, we,
as an association of churches, agree that the following truths and values will be central in who we are, what
we believe, and what we do.

GOD - We believe that there is one God who exists in three persons: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.
He is the eternal creator and sustainer of the universe. We believe that Jesus is the Son of God, was born of a
virgin, was wholly God and wholly man, lived a sinless life, died in our place as a sacrifice for the sins of
mankind, was buried, arose bodily from the grave, and ascended into Heaven. He is the one and only Savior of
humanity who will literally return to earth. We believe that God the Holy Spirit is active in convincing
unbelievers of their need for salvation and is the Comforter and Guide who lives in every believer. (Genesis
1:1; Exodus 34:6-7; Matthew 28:18-20; John 3:16; 14:16-17; 1 Corinthians 12:3-6)

BIBLE - As the Divinely inspired word of God, the Bible in its original manuscripts is the sole authority,
without any error, of all matters of faith and practice. (Il Timothy 3:15-17; Hebrews 4:12-13; 11 Peter 1:19-21)

MAN - We believe that man is the pinnacle of God’s creation, made in His image, but that through the sin of
the first man, Adam, mankind fell so that all men are sinners, separated from God, and need salvation. (Genesis
1:26; 2:7; John 3:3; Romans 3:10-26; 5:12 )

SALVATION - We believe that salvation is a free gift of God’s grace, received through repentance of sin and
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ alone. (Mark 1:15; Acts 4:12; Romans 10:9-10; Ephesians 2:8-9)

ASSURANCE - We believe that every person who has truly received salvation is eternally secure in the
Lord Jesus Christ. (John 10:27-29; 14:1-6; 1 Peter 1:3-9; 1 John 5:10-13)

ETERNITY - We believe that those persons who die with their sins forgiven through Christ spend
eternity with Him, but those persons who die without Christ, and thus unforgiven of their sins, spend
eternity in hell. (Matthew 25:31-46; John 3:15-18, 36; Revelation 20:11-15)

GREAT COMMANDMENT - Loving God is paramount and compels us to love one another through
fellowship and ministry. (Matthew 22:36-40; John 13:34-35; Deuteronomy 6:5; 2 Corinthians 5:14-15)

GREAT COMMISSION - Our primary focus is sharing the Gospel with others near and far, discipling them
for service to Christ. We strongly support local and world missions. (Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-16)

BAPTISM AND THE LORD’S SUPPER - Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are the two ordinances instituted
by Jesus Christ. We believe that water baptism by immersion after salvation is an act of obedience to the
command of Christ. We believe that the Lord’s Supper is for believers to remember and proclaim Jesus Christ’s
sacrificial death and future return. (Matthew 28:18-20; Romans 6:4; 1 Corinthians 11:23-34)



CHURCH - We believe that the church is comprised of all born-again believers, primarily represented through
a local body of baptized believers with the Lord Jesus Christ as the head, and affirm the autonomy of the local
church as a sacred trust of God. (Acts 2:41-47; 1 Corinthians 12; Ephesians 1:22-23; 2:19-22)

STEWARDSHIP - We share our resources, talents and spiritual gifts in service to others for the
furtherance of His Kingdom. (Ephesians 4:11-13; 1 Corinthians 16:1-3; Acts 4:32-35)

TRUTH - We uphold the reality that God, not man, defines absolute truth through Scripture. It is supreme in
matters of conduct and morals. (Il Timothy 3:15-17; 1 Timothy 1:3-11, John 14:6)

SANCTITY OF LIFE - We affirm that all human life is created by God. Therefore, it is precious from
conception until natural death. (Psalm 139:13-16; Jeremiah 1:4-5; Genesis 2:7)

FAMILY - Strengthening and preserving the family as an institution established by God is critical to
sustain God's blessing on our culture. (Genesis 2:18-25; Exodus 20:12; Ephesians 6:1-4)

MARRIAGE - Marriage is exclusively the ordained union of only one man and one woman in covenant
commitment for life. The marriage relationship models the way God relates to His people. (Matthew
19:4-6; Ephesians 5:24; Romans 1:20-27)

PERSONAL HOLINESS - Sin is disobedience to God. Christians will strive with God's help to eliminate
sin from their lives out of love and gratitude to Christ. (1 John 3:1-3; Ephesians 1:3-4; 1 Peter 1:14-16)

HOMOSEXUALITY - As with other unrepentant sin, unrepentant homosexuality is an abomination
before God and will incur His judgment. (1 Corinthians 6:6-10; Leviticus 18:22-25; Romans 1:24-27)

COOPERATION - To meet the needs of member churches in ministries that they cannot effectively
implement themselves, it is essential for local churches to cooperate with each other, and with other groups
as appropriate, to promote the missionary, educational, and benevolent ministries for the furtherance of
Christ's Kingdom, in that such cooperation does not violate conscience or compromise loyalty to Christ or
His Word as revealed in the New Testament. (Ezra 1:3-4; Acts 2:41-47; Ephesians 4:1-16)

Heart of Missouri Baptist Association affirms the articles of faith as stated in the Baptist Faith and
Message (2000) of the Southern Baptist Convention. However, ultimately, we acknowledge the Bible
as the highest authority in all matters of Christian faith and practice.


