Our Vision:
Building Christian lives on a firm foundation.
Our Missions:
Grow in Jesus Christ ~ Encourage the Discouraged
Magnify the Lord ~ Seek the Lost
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
The Appreciation Banquet for all Sunday School teachers, Sunday night youth
workers and the pastoral team will be on Saturday, May 16, 2020 at 5:30pm for
appetizers and 6:00pm for dinner. All who are serving in any of these positions
should mark their calendars to avoid later conflicts.
See you in Sunday School,
Connie and Jo Ella Maugans

FAMILY MEETINGS
We, as Elders, believe that God has blessed us with a new beginning as a church.
We need to take advantage of this opportunity and move forward with a focused
plan. The Elders will meet with specific age groups to ask questions and have
discussion about the future and to determine where they see our focus lying. The
groups will be: Those ages 60 and over, ages 40-59, and those under 40 years of
age. As a congregation, we must remember the past and what we have learned from
it, but this will be a time to plan for the future.
We look forward to getting as many people involved as possible so we can discern
the steps we need to take for the future of MSCC. If you have any questions, please
ask Ryan or an Elder.
The meetings will be on Sunday, after church, and food will be provided. The
meeting dates and age groups are going to be as follows:
February 16, 2020
February 23, 2020
March 1, 2020

Under 40 and Elders will meet with TF3 at night
Ages 41-59
Ages 60+

We have also determined the questions we want to ask and they will be made
available to anyone interested. The Pastoral Team believes this is an important step
forward for the future health and growth of Main Street Christian Church and
encourage everyone to get involved.
The Elders
Inside This Issue

The monthly Men’s Ministry
Breakfast will not meet in the month
of February.

A Note from Ryan

2

Church Calendar

3

Birthdays/Anniversaries

3

S.A.M. Group

4

Women’s Ministry

5

Missions News

7

Page 2

VOLUME XXXV, ISSUE 2

A Note From Ryan
A few weeks ago we sat down as a family and watched the Disney version of The Hunchback of
Notre Dame. This is a story that has been adapted many times into movies, TV shows, and stage
productions. I knew the story was old, but I was surprised to discover that the book was originally
published by Victor Hugo in 1831. During the course of this story, the idea of sanctuary plays a
rather big part in the overall plot when Esmerelda seeks refuge from the law. This captured my
attention and I’d like to share it with you.
The word sanctuary has a few diﬀerent applications. It can refer to a safe haven for political
refugees, animals, or several hundred years ago it also allowed some immunity from the law for a
time (such as in Hunchback). However, today I would like to examine the most common use for
the term, and that is as a consecrated place.
The Bible references sanctuary many times. My exhaustive concordance defines sanctuary as a
sacred or holy place. It is this definition of the word that I would like to focus on a little bit today.
A couple of examples are the location that Moses encountered the burning bush, and also the
tent of meeting the holy of holies in the tabernacle. The holy of holies was where the Spirit of God
dwelled, and it was separated by a thick, multicolored veil. Only the high priest could enter this
space in the tabernacle, and that was only once a year on the Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur)
where there was a detailed ceremony that was oﬀered to atone for the sins of the people. This
was God’s direction for how things would be done, and such was the case until the Messiah.
When Jesus came as our Savior, to give Himself as the perfect sacrifice to save us from our sin,
this old system was finished. The moment Jesus died on the cross the veil to the holy of holies
was torn from the top down (Matthew 27:50-51a). This was clearly something of God, and that
being the case, a clear message that God was no longer “confined” in that small room. God was
now suddenly accessible to all, not just the high priest. We can receive the gift of God’s own
Spirit, and when we do, we change. Paul highlights this in 1 Corinthians 3:16 (NASB), “Do you not
know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?” Suddenly, we
become the sanctuary and have personal access to God all because of what Jesus has done.
Just as the writer of Hebrews tells us in chapter 10 verses 19-20, “Therefore, brothers, since we
have boldness to enter the sanctuary through the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way He has
opened for us through the curtain”.
Many of us call the room where we have Sunday morning worship the sanctuary, and there isn’t
really anything wrong with that, as long as we realize that it is nothing but a room. We are
sanctuaries meeting together to worship our Father, who has made a permanent way for us to
take refuge from the law, much like Esmerelda. However, unlike Esmerelda’s case, we will never
have to worry about the law again. Jesus justified us through His own blood, and because of that
we stand blameless before the Lord our King. This should elicit inside of us a joy unspeakable,
and a desire to share this truth. There are many in this world who need a sanctuary, and I pray
that we would be bold enough to share with them what we know to be true because of Jesus.
-Ryan

Sun

Mon

Tues

Wed

Thurs

Fri

Sat
1
No Men’s
Ministry
Breakfast

2
AKA 5pm
TF3 6:30pm

3

4

5
CIA 6:30pm

6
Ladies Bible
Study 6:30pm

7

8

9
AKA 5pm
TF3 6:30pm

10
Board Meeting
6:30pm

11

12
Bus Ministry
11:30am

13
Ladies Bible
Study 6:30pm

14

15

CIA 6:30pm
16
Family Meeting
(under 40)

17

18

19
CIA 6:30pm

20
Ladies Bible
Study 6:30pm

21

22

24

25
S.A.M. Table
Games 6pm

26
CIA 6:30pm

27
Ladies Bible
Study 6:30pm

28

29

AKA 5pm
TF3 6:30pm
23
Family Meeting
(40-59)
AKA 5pm
TF3 6:30pm

3
5
6
7
11
12
13

Will Slabach
Brad Stout
Shirley Watson
Dixie Hayes
Addison Fivecoate
Garet Heyer
Nancy Fivecoate
Jon Burk
Jennie Powell

14
15
17
19
20
21
22
24
26
28

Johnna Markham
Jim Daugherty
Caleb Burk
Janet Miller
Rich Fouts
Lee Ann Redding
Saralyn Martin
Ruth Ann Hawkins
Larry & Janna Hyman
Ted Miller
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S.A.M. Group
Senior Adult Ministry

… February 2020 …
We are announcing our activities to place on your calendars for everyone,
including your guests, 50 years of age and older. Last month’s and this
month’s special color was/is blue because of the cold weather we
usually expect during January and February! Be sure to bundle up and
keep WARM until Spring time!
BUS MINISTRY
On Wednesday, February 12, at 11:30am we will meet at a designated
restaurant and eat lunch. Any questions, call Rosie at 271-6988.
TABLE GAMES NIGHT
On Tuesday, February 25, at 6:00pm we will meet in the WARM Fellowship
Building for a time of eating a variety of HOT foods to chase away the
“Winter blahs.” Be sure to bring along your favorite snacks and games to
share with everyone who needs encouragement and a measure of good
cheer! See you then & there!
Wayne & Donna Janner / Wayne & Shirley Watson
Joann Monroe / Rosie Mills
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Women’s Ministry News
NEW WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
A new Women’s Bible Study will resume on Thursday, February 6. All ladies are
welcome to join us each Thursday evening at 6:30pm in the church basement.
We will be using the video Bible Study by Jessica LaGrone, Namesake: When
God Rewrites Your Story.
In this study, Jessica "explores the transformational power of God through stories
of people in the Bible who met God and whose lives and names were changed
forever."
The study guide companion to her innovative six-session curriculum, explores the
stories of Abraham and Sarah, Jacob, Naomi, Peter, and others to show how God
transforms Biblical characters when He changes their names. It includes five daily
readings per week, reflection questions, and journaling space.
Contact Lee Ann Redding if you need a study guide. The study guide is great for
those who wish to complete the five day weekly extended study but is not
required to join the Bible Study. Feel free to come and participate in the weekly
video study and group discussions even if you don't purchase the study guide.
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Missions Updates
Nick, Amanda, and children will be departing late February/early March (final date to be
determined) to work in Southeast Asia. They will be working at an international school.
They will also be studying the local language, as students. Please pray for them and their
family as they transition to missionary work in a closed-access field in Southeast Asia with
CMF International. They ask us to pray for two major areas:
1) Pray for their departure. It will be hard for their children to leave their family and
friends. As you can imagine, it will also be a struggle for their families to see them
leave.
2) Nick, Amanda, and children will be located in a large population, over 17 million.
However, there are very few foreigners. This will create a challenge for them as they
seek to build a community network. It is important for any transplant to be able to
build a network of peers for encouragement and support while so far from their
culture and home.
We are not able to communicate with Nick and Amanda directly. We will receive updates
through CMF International and will send our messages through CMF. Please keep them in
your prayers as they transition. If you wish to communicate to them, all emails must go via
the CMF office contact (marketplaceministries@ cmfi.org). Thank you for honoring this
communication process.
Missions Team Lead,
Carol Talbert

Attendance/Tithing Dec. 2019-Jan. 2020

Main Street
Christian Church
220 West Main Street
PO Box 155
Russiaville, IN 46979
Office: 765-883-5265
Email: mscc9@sbcglobal.net
www.mainstreetchristianchurch.com

WORSHIP

S.S

TITHING

Date

Last Year’s
Average: 97

Last Year’s
Average: 72

Weekly
Budget Needs:
$3,197.31

December 29, 2019

91

58

$2,455.76

January 5, 2020

92

67

$4,199.00

January 12, 2020

98

72

$2,665.00

January 19, 2020

76

65

$1,210.00

January 26, 2020

n/a

n/a

n/a
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Sunday School ~ 9:30am
Sunday Morning Worship ~ 10:30am
Pastor: Ryan Mills
Church Secretary: Carrie Mills
Church Office Hours: Monday - Friday ~ 8:30am - 12:00pm & 1:00pm - 3:30pm
PASTORAL TEAM
Home
Ryan Mills
Alan Anderson
Connie Maugans

453-4861

Cell
210-7719
438-4824
459-3941 (work)
437-1353 (cell)

