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  A FULLER WORD

Be committed! 
I read this the other day and thought it would be good to share: 
 10% of church members cannot be found. 
 20% of church members never attend church. 
 25% admit that they never pray. 
 35% admit that they do not read their Bibles. 
 40% admit that they never contribute or tithe to the church. 
 60% never give to missions. 
 70% never assume responsibility within the church. 
 85% never invite anyone to church. 
 95 % have never won anyone to Christ. 
 BUT 100% expect to go to heaven! 

I’m confident that all of us want to go to heaven, but the truth of the matter is that we still have much work to do here 
on earth, and we need you to be committed! Please stay committed through your attendance and your tithe. We 
can’t be the church God wants us to be without your commitment and support!! 

“And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage                                                          
one another, especially now that the day of his return is drawing near.”  

                   Hebrews 10:25 NLT 

Exciting things are happening at OBC with greater things on the horizon. As always, our goal is to “lift up Jesus and 
love people!”   

God Bless,  
Pastor Eric 

Student Ministry Rib Sale 

Saturday, October 21 

$20 a Slab 

Pick-Up Between 8 AM & 11:30 AM
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Worship Notes 
I’m Just the Music Guy, But… 

What I see welling up inside of us is 
a love for Jesus, not just a love for 
music.  My biggest dream for our 
church is that people will come to 
Jesus because each one of us is 
willing to “show” them and “tell” 
them about Him.  I am so proud we 

have a pastor who is preaching this message so clearly 
every week.  I pray that God will move us all, beginning 
with me and my family, to action every day to “speak a 
kind word” and do a good deed for someone He puts in 
our path. 
  
Let’s use ALL the ministries of our church as a tool to 
reach people for Christ.  When you plan a Christmas 
program, or a painting class, or a new Bible Study, or an 
RA lesson, or our next mission project, let’s plan it with 
the emphasis of how can I use this to reach someone 
for Christ?  What can I do to make it appealing to those 
who don’t typically attend church?  Who can I 
personally invite?  How can I spread the word to the 
community about this event?  How will this event show 
our love and concern for “everyone” in Ozark and the 
surrounding area? 
  
I read a prayer this morning on Facebook from one of 
our members and it touched me and made me realize 
what a wonderful opportunity we have at OBC.  My  

family and I have been so blessed to be a part of this 
wonderful congregation.  I long to finish out my golden 
years being a part of something we can tell our 
grandkids about that only God could have done.  I want 
to be a part of one of those revival stories Pastor Eric 
was talking about a couple of weeks ago that people 
remember for generations.  Not because we are great, 
but just because we were willing to put our focus on 
doing what God wants us to do rather than just drifting 
through another self-centered day.  Praise God through 
whom all blessings flow! 
  
Here’s the prayer from Sunday’s Facebook post: 
  
“This morning I pray that our eyes, hearts, and minds 
will be open to receive a blessing wherever we attend 
church or hear the Word. May our pastors deliver what 
we need in order to have a better understanding of His 
plan and to help us seek Him more.   Also, I pray that 
the people in our community, as well as the world, will 
remember that we have a purpose and that all should 
work together to make our communities and churches 
stronger than ever. Satan works overtime and tries to 
corrupt the perfect plan. May we all continue to strive to 
let others see Christ through us and never let the enemy 
take control of what our Lord has created.” 

In Him, 
Alan Newman 
alan@ozarkbaptist.org 
(334) 538-6774 

The MESSENGER
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The MESSENGER
Preschool/Children’s Ministry 
Things are “hopping” upstairs and down.  Children are active, 
excited and learning about God’s love.   

Sunday nights are filled with fun, singing and praise.  Encore 
Kids (K-5th grade) and preschool choir (2’s – 4’s) are working 
on our Christmas musical “Baaacck In Time”, written by our 
own Kelli Newman.  Encore Kids practice every Sunday 
afternoon at 4:30 and preschool choir at 5.  They will perform 
some of the songs during the “Hanging of the Green” service 
on December 3 and will do a complete performance of the 
musical on Sunday night December 10.  It’s not too late to 
join one of these choirs.  There still plenty of parts needing a 
sweet child to fill them. 

Wednesday nights are full of fun and activity also.  Mission 
Friends for birth through 5 year olds.  GAs for girls 1st 
through 5th grades.  And, RAs for boys 1st through 5th 
grades.  We are getting ready for fall, bringing items for 
Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes and, mainly, learning 
about missions and sharing God’s love with EVERYONE. 

The most exciting news is the “Kids Worship” 
every Sunday morning during the Blended 
Service time.  Children will join their families 
for the worship portion of the service and then 
4 year olds through 3rd grade will be released 
to go upstairs during the sermon portion.  
Upstairs we are watching and singing worship 
videos, playing games and listening to a mini 
lesson on a monthly topic.  The subject of 
each week is an extension of their Sunday 
School lesson.  This month our big theme is STEWARDSHIP 
– Taking Care of What God Made.  If you would like to help 
with the teaching or supervision of “Kid’s Worship” please 
contact me at 334-237-0645. 

Our children are learning so many new things about how to 
love, worship and live for God.  I am so blessed to be a part.   

Mrs. Faye  

fayebrown444@gmail.com 

Family Ministry Happenings!
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Education/Administration Ministry 
Our Family Discipleship @   
5 PM has seen a great 
beginning! I want to thank 
you for your reception and 
participation of this 
discipleship ministry. This is a 
time of equipping for all age 
groups from nursery to senior 
adults. Our Family Worship 
time @ 6 PM in the Faith 

Factory has also been fantastic. Pastor Eric has been 
bringing the WORD and we have been enjoying great 
FAMILY FELLOWSHIP, including popcorn, shushes, 
coffee, and conversation. As this is the Year of 
Connecting this is a great time for strengthening 
existing relationships and creating new ones. I want to 
encourage our YOUNG FAMILIES to hang around after  
Encore Kids and other discipleship groups to enjoy the 
richness of our togetherness as the Body of Christ. 

We are still forming DNA Groups which are part of our 
strategy for building strong Christ-Followers. We hope 
that this approach to small groups will help us reach 
many who cannot participate at other times of 
discipleship or who want another experience of 
discipling through the week. 

As the Year of Connecting continues, we will be 
spending the next few weeks photographing our OBC 
families. These FREE electronic photos will be placed 
in our database, REALM, and used to produce an 
easily updatable family pictorial directory. As the Lord 
brings new families into our family we want to ensure 

that we have a strategy to connect them to the existing 
body. In order to accomplish this task we have enlisted 
several volunteer photographers. Each week we will be 
asking you to take just a couple of minutes to stand in 
front of the backdrop to have your family photo-
graphed. It’s just that easy! If you would like a copy of 
your family’s photograph we will be happy to email you 
a copy. 

In order to update our security for families we will be 
initiating preschool checkin on Sundays and 
Wednesdays. We have setup a checkin kiosk in the 
Atrium Foyer and plan to use this area as the “1-way-
in-and-1-way-out” of the Preschool Building. This will 
be a change for some of us but it will be necessary to 
ensure the security of our young children. Of course, 
we will be doing so “dry-runs” of this process and hope 
to go full-time with this process in January. 

Many of you will be receiving (along with thousands of 
other people) a special mailer inviting you to the Fall 
Festival. Please use your imagination to devise 
creative means for inviting your friends, neighbors, and 
acquaintances to this HUGE ANNUAL OUTREACH 
event! 

Please place November 4th on your calendar—this will 
be our Daylight Savings Time Battery Distribution 
Event! I hope to see you at the church that day @ 9 
AM! 
See you Sunday! 

Bro. Michael 
michael@ozarkbaptist.org     
(205) 394-3279 

Ozark Baptist Church  
282 South Union Avenue 

Ozark, AL 36360  
www.ozarkbaptist.org

Monthly Giving 
9/1 — $3,256 
9/5 — $18,119 
9/8 — $2,895 

9/12 — $13,360 
9/15 — $2,045 
9/17 — $11,116 
9/22 — $1,855 
9/25 — 10,526 
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