
“Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do:                             
Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal 

 to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”  
(Philippians 3:13-14 NIV) 

Greetings in the Name of Jesus! 

Even the best-laid plans can be circumvented by the Providence of God. “Come now, 
you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and spend a 
year there and trade and make a profit’—  yet you do not know what tomorrow will 
bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time and then 
vanishes. Instead you ought to say, ‘If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or 
that’” (James 4:13-15). 

As you know, our pastoral staff and deacon chair had planned to move into the next 
phase of our “reboot” on Sunday, August 2nd, by adding on-campus Sunday Small 
Groups back to our schedule. However, in light of the increased numbers of Covid-19 
infections, it seems that the Lord “wills" that we do something different. It seems 
prudent to alter our plan for reopening Sunday Small Groups. Our new target date is 
September 13th. 

To comply with current distancing guidelines, our “Rebooted” Sunday Small Groups 
will look quite different. Our current plan will provide for a continuation of our 829 
and 10 am worship experiences. However, during each of these hours, we will 
provide a live, on-campus, socially distanced Sunday Small Group in the Fellowship 
Hall. These two groups will be zoomed live for those who do not feel comfortable 
attending in person. 

Between now and September 13th, I will be enlisting four people to lead these two 
groups, each rotating every other week. This will give us a foundation for building as 
we move “forward together” through this Covid-19 experience. We do not know what 
the final disposition of Sunday Small Groups will be at the end. Still, we know that it is 
crucial for us to begin live, in-person Bible teaching as the primary discipleship 
experience for Ozark Baptist Church. As we find it necessary and practical, we will add 
additional groups to our roster for Sunday mornings and through the week. 
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Faye Brown and Joe Napper will be providing Sunday Small Group opportunities for 
preschool, children, and students beginning on September 13th. If you have children, 
you will be hearing directly from these ministry leaders. 

Once again, these are unusual times that call for “Christian creativity” for fulfilling the 
biblical mandate to make disciples. Your staff is convinced that God will grow us 
toward Christ's likeness as we are challenged by Covid-19. Don’t lose heart, God is 
doing a great work among His people! It is my prayer that you will move forward 
together with Ozark Baptist Church during these days. 

I am so excited to work with you through the Sunday Small Group ministry of Ozark 
Baptist Church. 

Sincerely yours, 

Bro. Michael


