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Discovery Church Family,

We have had a wonderful summer! The Lord has blessed us, every Sunday morning, with great weather for our 
outdoor services; and more importantly the authoritative Word of God. It has been exciting to have services 
outside, as it gave us the opportunity to be a public light to our neighborhood. It also provided an opportunity 
for members who have not been able to attend indoor services, since spring, to gather for corporate worship. It 
was such a joy to hear God’s people singing praises to Jesus for our neighborhood to hear.

Welcome to all who joined us this summer and are new to Discovery. I pray that we have shown you love, 
hospitality and the truth of God’s Word.

This Sunday, September 13th, we will once again meet inside for two Sunday services. Services will be held at 
9am and 10:30am. During the 10:30am service, children’s ministry will be available for Nursery & Children's 
Ministry Classes for ages 0-5th grade (permitting we have adequate staffing). The children are dismissed after 
we sing corporately and just before the sermon.

I have had a number of questions recently from members regarding our return indoors and the Governor’s 
mandate. Below are some of those questions and answers. I recommend that you personally read the Governor’s 
mandate.

What phase of Montana’s reopening phase are we in and what does the mandate require?
According to the Governor’s office the state remains in phase 2 of the reopening plan. The mandate applies to 
any county with 4 or more active coronavirus cases. According to the mandate, businesses, including churches 
are directed to require that people ages 5 and older, who enter a building, are to wear a mask/face covering. It is 
up to the leadership and business owners to enforce the Governor’s directive.

What exceptions are there to the mandate? The following people are exempt from the governor's mandate. 
Churches and businesses are not required to ensure they wear face coverings.

• Children under the age of five. Children under the age of two should not wear masks;
• People consuming food or drinks in an establishment that serves or sells food or drinks
• People with a medical condition precluding the safe wearing of a mask.
• People communicating with someone who is hearing impaired.
• People delivering a speech or an artistic, cultural, musical or theatrical performance for an
   audience.
• People temporarily removing their masks for identification purposes.
• People engaged in an activity where wearing a mask is impractical or unsafe, such as strenuous
   physical exercise or swimming.

What is the position of the Discovery Church pastors and elders on this matter and why?
The elders and I have discussed this matter in great length by spending time in scripture and prayer. We have 
spent time studying Romans 13:1-5; Romans 14:1-23; 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 and Acts 5:29; Daniel chapters 3 
and 6. It is clear, from scripture, that God has appointed governmental leadership and that He has clearly called 
believers to submit to those authorities. Christians are not to submit when those authorities are ordering 
Christians to not worship the Lord or to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Under the Governor’s mandate, the church is able to assemble in person for the preaching of the Word of God, 
worship through singing, fellowship, communion, baptisms, take offerings, pray corporately, public reading of 



Scripture, small groups, Bible study and other ministry gatherings. We can even have coffee and pastries. The 
one requirement is that masks are worn indoors.

I would like you to know that the elders and I do not want anyone to have to wear masks. With that in mind, we 
studied the Word of God together and prayed that the Word of God which is our Authority would shape our 
response as we lead. The Apostle Paul instructs Christians in Romans 14 and 1 Corinthians 8, that certain 
freedoms we have can cause a believer whose conscience is weak to stumble in sin and to judge us. Paul says 
that, if we wound our weaker brother’s conscience so that they would sin and judge us, that we are not only 
sinning against our brother or sister but that we are sinning against Christ.

Practically speaking, we may have weaker brothers and sisters at Discovery who would look at myself as a 
pastor not wearing a mask for our indoor gatherings and then judge me, which is sin. Scripture teaches that I 
would be sinning against the weaker one who is judging me, as well as, sinning against Jesus Christ. At the 
same time there may be weaker believers in Discovery who may judge me for wearing a mask and the result of 
sin is the same. For a time, I have felt as a pastor and shepherd of Discovery Church, that I am in a ‘no-win’ 
situation and may be judged by one group of believers or the other.

Through prayer and study of the Word, I believe the Holy Spirit has directed me to settle my conscience and my 
call to shepherd this church by wearing a mask in the service while I am not preaching; because of Romans 13 
and its teaching on authorities. As much as I do not support or am in agreement with the Governor’s mandate, I 
cannot say that wearing a mask hinders me or the church from the corporate worship of Jesus Christ. For 
example, if we were directed by the mandate to not pray, sing in corporate gatherings, or preach the gospel, I 
would argue that we have direction from Scripture to reject the mandate and I would stand against it.

How will the elders and I be directing the church?
We have followed the requirements of the mandate by posting signs on the entry doors stating individuals, ages 
5 and up, are required to wear masks in the building. We have made masks available at the door for those who 
would like one. Anyone who enters the building without a mask will not be asked for their reason why they are 
not wearing one. We will assume, that you have an exception to the mandate.

All paid staff and volunteers who work/serve during Sunday services have been informed that they are required 
to wear a mask unless an exception applies. You will notice in the weeks to come, that one of the exceptions is 
for all who are on the stage leading worship in song by singing or playing an instrument as well as pastors who 
are speaking.

What is required of me when I attend?
We ask you to be responsible to follow your conscience as led by the Holy Spirit. One way you can do that, is to 
read the Scriptures listed in this letter and pray that the Holy Spirit would guide you. Pray that your heart would 
be protected from the sin of judging others. Pray that there would be unity in the church among those wearing 
masks and those not.

Pray that love and joy would be evident in our gatherings and that the disruption of masks would be something 
that ends very soon. It is good and right to pray for an end to all this. Pray for an end to the virus that affects 
some people and pray for an end of the mask wearing that affects all of us. Pray for your elders and me to 
continue to be men of God who listen to the Holy Spirit. And pray for us to rightly shepherd the church under 
our Great Shepherd, Jesus Christ.

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Paul Taylor


