
Christ Centered Easter Basket Idea – Jesus Blessing Basket
Adapted from TALES OF BEAUTY FOR ASHES

Easter baskets are always a cute thing but it isn’t something that is tied to Jesus and what 
He did for us. Most of the time, kids look forward to Easter morning when they get cute 
Easter baskets full of candy and all kinds of goodies. They open all their stuff and then…
move on with their day. The little trinkets mean no more to them than the discarded 
Christmas trinkets from a few months prior. The Easter baskets are just something that’s 
part of Easter, but no one can really explain any connection it has to the real meaning of 
Easter. 

As parents, we want to do our best to be intentional about our parenting. We want to have 
a reason why we do things, rather than just following customs and traditions because it’s 
what we did as kids. We know that we want to focus on Easter being the greatest time of 
year, because it is the time we celebrate all Christ did on the cross. However, we don’t 
want to take the fun out of it. 

Supplies Needed: 
- basket or bucket (hold’s everything) 
- rocks, cotton balls, marbles (represents sins committed) 
- paper (for making name labels) 
- marker 
- red cloth or blanket (represents Jesus’ sacrifice) 
- white cloth or blanket (represents Jesus’ righteousness is our righteousness) 
- special gifts to fill the basket/bucket on Easter morning 

How the Jesus Blessing Basket works:
1. Label a basket/bucket for each person in your home, adults included. Place all of 

them in a prominent location in your home. 
2. All week long, talk to your children about Holy Week. Explain the story of Jesus’ 

death and resurrection. Help them understand that their sins have consequences.     
3. Every time someone is caught sinning, or freely admits to sinning, pick up a rock 

and put it in that persons bucket. Explain, each time someone sins, there needs to 
be a consequence for that sin.  

4. On Good Friday explain that, to God, the consequence of sin is death. Someone had 
to pay that penalty for the sin. Because of His great love for us, God sent His Son to 
take the payment for our sin. Now make labels saying “Jesus” and place them directly 
over your names on the bucket. Jesus Christ died on the cross for us, so that we might 
have eternal fellowship with God. He took our payment and our debt is fulfilled. 
Cover all the baskets with a red cloth to symbolize Christ’s death. 
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5. The red cloth will remain on the baskets until Sunday morning. It is not necessary 
to keep adding rocks while the red cloth is covering the buckets, but do what works 
for your family. We chose to not add anymore rocks at this point. By this time 
during our week long illustration the kids had really understood, how much we all 
sin, and it’s impossible to keep track of all the ways in which we can sin. Leaving 
avenues for really good discussions regarding grace, forgiveness and unconditional 
love. 

6. On Easter morning, the red cloth will be replaced by a white cloth. Explain that God 
took our sins, and has made us clean. Not only that, but through the resurrection, 
Christ has conquered death and sin, He is as pure as snow. He’s taken our ashes and 
turned them into something beautiful…our rocks and turned them treasures. Our 
sins and forgiven them!! Praise God!!! 

      

Ideas For Family Discipleship Time 

Jesus Is Alive! 

As the season of Lent ends and Easter begins, we get to move from 
somber reflection on the cross to joyful celebration of the empty tomb! 
If you have preschoolers, The Jesus Storybook Bible is a great resource to 
read together, specifically, “God’s Wonderful Surprise” (p. 310). If you 
have older children, reading the account of the Resurrection directly 
from the Bible can be a time to grow together as a family. Help your 
kids find the story in their Bible using the table of contents and the 
chapter and verse numbers. The accounts of the Resurrection can be 
found in all four Gospels, and reading each one will add to your family’s 
understanding of Jesus’ victory over death. They can be found in: 
Matthew 28:1-10; Mark 16:1-8; Luke 24:1-12 and John 20:1-18.  



After reading the accounts of Jesus’ resurrection, talk about what the 
women and the disciples might have felt as they went to the tomb to 
see Jesus’ body. When they got to the tomb and saw the angels and the 
stone rolled away, did they understand immediately? Once they 
realized what had happened, what did they do? Jesus had risen from the 
dead, just like He said before He was crucified. This was a strange thing 
that no one fully understood. But this wonderful thing brought great 
joy to those who loved and trusted Jesus. It is why those of us who love 
and trust Jesus today also have great joy and hope.  

Jesus Goes Back to Heaven  

After Jesus came back to life, He spent some time with His disciples and 
then returned to heaven to be with God the Father. Read about Jesus’ 
ascension in Matthew 28:16-20 and Acts 1:4-11, or in “Going Home” in 
The Jesus Storybook Bible (p. 318). Did Jesus stay here on earth? Where 
did He go? What did He tell His disciples to do next?  

Jesus is in heaven with God the Father. And He has given us an 
important job to do until He returns. We get to tell others the good 
news that Jesus died on the cross to save sinners! Have each person in 
your family create some type of art, story, poem or song that shows or 
tells the story of the crucifixion and resurrection. Look for 
opportunities to share your creation with others during the Easter 
season.  

Spend time in prayer as a family. Thank God for sending Jesus to save 
sinners. Pray for someone you know who does not love and trust Jesus. 
Parents, pray for your child’s salvation out loud over them.  

(Ideas adapted from The Village Church, TX) 

May the Lord bless your time together as you experience the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ! 


