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Discovery Family,

I wanted to update each of you regarding our Sunday morning worship services.  Some have asked 
in the past two days, how the new Missoula County Health restrictions affect the church.  On Tuesday 
the county reduced the number of those who gather for events to try and slow the spread of 
COVID-19.

According to the county, the restrictions on places of worship only apply to

 “special events outside normal services (e.g. weddings, trainings, meetings, fundraisers, dinners.)”

Because the state is still under the Governor’s directive we are to continue to follow it. The 
Governor’s directive states that we remain in phase 2 of the reopening plan. This directive applies to 
any county with 4 or more active coronavirus cases. According to the mandate, businesses, including 
churches are directed to require that people ages 5 and older, who enter a building, are to wear a 
mask/face covering. It is up to the leadership and business owners to enforce the Governor’s 
directive.

The following people are exempt from the governor's mandate. Churches and businesses are not 
required to ensure the following wear face coverings.

• Children under the age of five. Children under the age of two should not wear masks; 
• People consuming food or drinks in an establishment that serves or sells food or drinks
• People with a medical condition precluding the safe wearing of a mask.
• People communicating with someone who is hearing impaired.
• People delivering a speech or an artistic, cultural, musical or theatrical performance for an 

audience.
• People temporarily removing their masks for identification purposes.
• People engaged in an activity where wearing a mask is impractical or unsafe, such as strenuous 

physical exercise or swimming.

Discovery has followed the requirements of the directive by posting signs on the entry doors stating 
individuals, ages 5 and up, are required to wear masks in the building. We have made masks 
available at the door for those who would need one. 

Anyone who enters the building without a mask will not be asked for a reason as to why they are not 
wearing one. We are not allowed legally to ask for a reason and we will therefore assume, that you 
have an exception to the mandate. 

I would like to ask that you join me to pray for one another during this time.  One of the things that has 
been quite evident in the body of Christ at Discovery over the past few months is that many are 
struggling with anger.  I am not referring to righteous anger over sin but ungodly anger over many 
different things happening in our world.  As believers who are representatives of Jesus Christ may we 
follow His example by humbling ourselves and loving others as Jesus has loved us.  

Jesus never sinned once and he never allowed sinful anger to move him to speak arrogantly or in a 
manner which does not glorify God.  Read the book of James this week and pay close attention to 
chapter 3.  James warns believers that the tongue is very destructive.  He states in 3:9-10 regarding 
our tongue:



[9] With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who are made in the l
ikeness of God. [10] From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. 

My brothers, these things ought not to be so. (ESV)

I ask that if you have wronged a brother or sister in Christ recently by speaking harshly, from anger or 
a judgmental heart that you repent of the sin and confess it before the Lord.  Humble yourself and be 
reconciled to your brother or sister in Christ so that unity can abound in the body of Christ.  Pray for 
fear in hearts to be removed and confidence in our Sovereign God to rule our hearts and minds. 

I ask that you be responsible to follow your conscience as led by the Holy Spirit. One way you can do 
that, is to read the following Scriptures (Romans 13:1-5; Romans 14:1-23; 1 Corinthians 8:1-13) and 
pray that the Holy Spirit would guide you in them. Pray that there would be unity in the church among 
those wearing masks and those not.

May we be obedient to the Word of God which states:

And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

Colossians 3:17 (ESV)

Grace and Peace, 
 
Pastor Paul Taylor


