
March 13, 2020
Discovery Church Family,

As you know, the major item in the news in recent days has been the spread of the coronavirus 
(COVID-19). As pastors and elders of our church, our first priority is the care and well-being of our 
church family, both spiritually and physically. We want to be properly prepared and cautious while also 
not being ruled by a spirit of fear. Psalm 46 is a powerful reminder that our trust is in our sovereign 
Lord who rules and is never surprised by anything that happens on the earth. It is a brief Psalm, and I 
would encourage you to read it now or as soon as you are finished reading this email.

“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear…” 
Psalm 46:1-2a (ESV)

I would like to emphasize that this is not a time for fear and panic. We are to live daily in light of the 
truth that as believers, Jesus has transformed our lives and has given us assurance and hope now, in 
the midst of a world filled with fear. Because of the hope we have in Jesus Christ, this may be one of 
the greatest opportunities in your lifetime to share that hope with people you know who are lost and 
filled with fear. Reflect on Jesus’ words to His disciples after telling them He was going away: 

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let 
not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.” John 14:27(ESV)

We want to keep you updated on the impact and response from Discovery Alliance Church as it 
relates to our services and gatherings. We are continuing to gather together for worship on Sundays 
and in Small Groups throughout the week. As we do so, we are exercising caution about the potential 
for sickness and are including some suggestions or recommendations to all of us in our church family. 
We will communicate with you if there are any changes. 

If you have recently traveled to a country where there is a higher occurrence of or widespread cases 
of coronavirus or have come into contact with any people or locations here in the USA, please be 
especially sensitive to the guidelines below. There is no need to be alarmed at this point, but we want 
to be thoughtful about those around us who may be at higher risk. If you think you may be at higher 
risk, please be extra cautious. If you are staying away from church for any reason, please know that 
we love and care for you and it's our privilege to be praying for you. Please let us know how we can 
care for you. 

Attending Services. To protect our church family, we would like to encourage those with symptoms 
of illness (especially fever, cough, shortness of breath, difficulty breathing) to not attend our Sunday 
corporate worship gatherings until you have been without any symptoms for 24 hours. If for whatever 
reason you believe it best to not attend our gatherings in this season, we completely understand. 

Listening To Sermons or Watching the Service from Home. If you do need to stay home due 
to any flu-like symptoms, we are working to have the services on live stream by March 21st.  At this 



time our sermons are generally available online by Sunday evening on our church website 
discoveryalliancechurch.com/sermons  or on our “Discovery Church MT” smartphone app. Please 
let us know how our pastors, elders and prayer volunteers can be praying for you by calling the 
church office at (406) 728-2754 or submitting a request online at discoveryalliancechurch.com/
connect/prayer

Serving Obligations.  For those who would prefer to not attend corporate worship gatherings for the 
moment, and are currently signed up to serve in some capacity, we do not want you to feel obligated 
to put yourself at risk. Please notify the ministry team leader who oversees your areas of service as 
soon as possible. We’ll then look to recruit more help or consider other options.

Minimizing Physical Contact.  We are not going to encourage people to shake hands or hug in a 
corporate worship gathering, and we would encourage you to be sensitive to those around you and 
not to hold out your hand to someone at church to say hello. You may not be feeling particularly 
vulnerable, but others might be. It may put him/her in the awkward position of trying to determine if it’s 
okay not to shake hands with you. Be yourself without physical contact.

Door Greeters. In addition, for the sake of limiting the spreading of germs through physical contact, 
we are instructing our greeters to greet our congregants by opening the door and without any 
handshaking. 

Cleaning and Disinfecting. In order to be extra vigilant in our efforts to prevent the spread of any 
infection, we will disinfect high-traffic surfaces in our church. We will continue to be diligent about 
wiping down and sanitizing all touch surfaces such as door handles and table surfaces. 1. Our team 
has done an extra deep cleaning of our rooms, including the children's and nursery. 2. Additional 
hand sanitizers have been ordered to be available in the church building, but supplies are limited and 
washing your hands properly is much more effective.  3. We are asking our staff and volunteers to 
wash their hands regularly and to stay home if they are sick. 4. We have alternatives prepared, if 
needed, to not pass communion or offering baskets in the service and to offer options for giving and 
communion at stations around the room. Presently you can give online 
discoveryalliancechurch.com/give or on our church app.

Prayer. If you or someone you know has been affected by the coronavirus, please let us know so we 
can care for you and pray for healing. 

As always, we stand strong in our faith and in our care for one another. You can check back for any 
further updates on discoveryalliancechurch.com This Sunday I am on a previously planned 
vacation following ordination classes. I will be back in the office on Monday, March 16. Praying for 
each of you as you trust in our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Grace and Peace,
 
Pastor Paul Taylor
Discovery Alliance Church
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