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Properly speaking, we have two “Sacraments of Vocation” – Marriage and Holy Orders. 

These are so called because in a more particular way than the other Sacraments, they 

bestow a grace that draws us out of ourselves and beyond our own needs to spread 

Christ’s love to others. From my experience this Summer in our Parish, I have come to 

think of Anointing of the Sick as a sort of third “Sacrament of Vocation.” In a quite literal 

way, it is a Sacrament of being called. The phone rang often this Summer, and by the end 

of my first two months of priesthood I had already administered the Sacrament of 

Anointing nearly forty times. 

 

Much more than any other Sacrament, it is truly a time of being summoned. Those 

calls expressed a real need in people’s lives: a need for the support of our Christian 

community, for reconciliation and healing, for reassurance in faith. Some of those visits 

were challenging, and of course some of those calls came at unexpected or difficult times. 

But most of all, I would say that those calls were a beautiful part of my ministry because 

they summoned me into a very privileged and intimate moment in people’s journey with 

Christ. 

 

There were some very surprising and gratifying moments, such as the time I made 

a late-night visit to the ER at Tacoma General and realized that the family I was visiting 

had spent many years at the Parish where I served in Illinois during my seminary time. 

There were some heartbreaking moments too, times where I was present when the news 

of a death was brought to the family or when no one from the family could be present for 

their loved one. There were visits that led to long conversations about prayer and the 

spiritual life, and some visits when almost no words were spoken as we simply sat 

together in silent petition for the Holy Spirit’s consolation. 

 

Those quiet visits were often the most profound because they reminded all of us 

that the true “vocational” aspect is not about the family making the call and certainly not 

about me as the priest. Rather, it is about our God, who heard our call and out of 

compassion for our need stooped down to answer and heal us. In the early days of the 

Church, the parable of the Good Samaritan was interpreted in this way – not primarily as 

a moral lesson, but as an image for Jesus, who finds all of us sick and suffering from the 

injuries of this world and carries us to his Father for healing. All the sacraments stem 

from God’s initiative, but I think we see that in a special way with Anointing of the Sick, 

precisely because it is celebrated in those moments of our deepest need. In these next few 

weeks, I’d like to continue reflecting on some of these encounters, as I think they convey 

something beautiful about our life as a Christian people. 

 


