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New believers often don’t know all the package of benefits he or she gets with salvation. Even mature 
Christians are often ignorant of them.  Strangely, one benefit seldom mentioned is adoption. Strange, 
because it’s the best benefit of all, according to JI Packer. To be right with God the judge [ie, justified 
by faith] is a great thing, but to be loved and cared for by God the Father is a greater [thing]. Adoption 
is even more significant than justification by faith. Wow! (Perhaps you’re just getting up to speed 
about adoption. When did you start to grasp that you, a spiritual orphan, got adopted by God? How 
does it touch you emotionally? Process this with a new believer) 
 
Adoption means belonging. It is, of course, when an orphaned child gets a parent(s) and a family. 
The consequences are dramatic: a home, shelter, siblings (perhaps), food and clothes and stuff, a 
bright future, even an inheritance. They now belong! (Brainstorm what it means to the child, to get 
adopted. The emotions, changes, new relationships. Even trauma... Same for us believers!)  
 
Adoption is an act of grace. It’s entirely the initiative of those doing the adopting. It’s a gift to the 
child, unearned, undeserved. Same with us Christians, it’s God’s gracious decision. In an adoption in 
our culture there may be an attraction to or value in the child to be adopted. That’s not true for us. 
Before we were Christians we were enemies of God, outsiders, rebels and sinners. God didn’t need 
to adopt us. He was complete, Father, Son, Spirit. Still, he did! (Romans 5.6-11 doesn’t mention 
adoption, but does show how we deserved nothing from God. Take time to read it with your friend. 
Find the four terms used to describe us, and discuss how amazing, that God saved us) 
 
Adoption means having parents. An orphan perhaps had caregivers, but not the love of a mom and 
dad. When we’re adopted by God, we get to call him Father. “'Father' is the Christian name for God. 
Our understanding of Christianity cannot be better than our grasp of adoption.” (JI Packer).  One role 
the Spirit plays in our life is to assure us that God is our dad. ...you haven’t received a spirit that 
makes you fearful slaves. Instead, you received God’s Spirit when he adopted you as his own 
children. Now we call him, “Abba, Father.” For his Spirit joins with our spirit to affirm that we’re God’s 
children. (Romans 8.15-16 NLT) (Discuss the implications of having God as Father. His care, his 
direction, his Dream, his willingness to bless, his protection. Contrast the dark alternative, to be 
spiritual orphans forever.) 
 
Adoption means family. To an orphan, everything is a new, dazzling experience. Same with us, 
when God adopts us. We get an instant family. Adoption is a family idea, conceived in terms of love, 
and viewing God as father. In adoption, God takes us into His family and fellowship, and establishes 
us as His children and heirs. Closeness, affection and generosity are at the heart of the relationship. 
JI Packer. (Acquaint a new believer with God’s worldwide family. Illustrate it from your life, who your 
brothers and sisters in Christ are now. Tell them stories. Make them laugh and cry. Intrigue and 
motivate them to delight in this family.) 
 
Additional verses for study: Ephesians 1.4-5 (God’s intention to adopt us preceded creation – 
Wow!). Romans 9.4, the OT adoption of Israel (probably referring to the Exodus and events at Mt 
Sinai); Gal. 4.4-5 (we’re redeemed/saved so that God could adopt us); Romans 8.23 (ultimately our 
adoption will be evident to all when God gives us a glorified, like-Jesus body. (Read the verses; talk 
through the implications. Pray together, say thanks to God of being adopted). 
“If you want to judge how well a person understands Christianity, find out how much he makes of the 
thought of being God’s child and having God as his Father.” JI Packer.  Yes! 


