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Most intimidating part of becoming a disciple? sharing the good news of Jesus with others. Seems we’re all 
gun-shy, which is why a DiscipleMaker must encourage and train growing Christians to declare Jesus in word 
and action. Lifestyle evangelism. (Tell your friend what it means for you to be a witness for Jesus. Perhaps 
you’ll share struggles and failures as well as successes. Candor is healthy) 
 
Disciple’s goal: be a witness for Jesus naturally, supernaturally, from the overflow of doing life together with 
him. People watch to see what authentic Christianity looks like – we’re the 5th gospel; they read us before the 
Bible. This is why witness is relational. [Relationship] is the most important word in the English language, apart 
from proper nouns. (Oscar Thompson) (We’re in 6 concentric “circles of concern” – Thompson’s term: family, 
relatives, friends, neighbors/associates, acquaintances and “Person X”. Draw 6 circles; put names in. Explore 
how to be a witness in each) 
 
What’s the good news 
The gospel is the story of Jesus, his life, death and resurrection. …to summarize, the gospel in a biblical 
sentence: ‘God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself.’ (2 Cor 5.19) If you want it in a biblical 
paragraph, 1 Cor 15:3–5. (Delos Miles) (Read the vvs and discuss. You might reference the “Big Story” in 
Believer, Additional). Remember: good news should make a person respond, Wow! am I glad you told me 
about that! 
 
What’s a witness 
Def’n: someone who attests to a fact. Jesus did, to Pilate (Jn 18.37) We do, with those around us. “Witness” 
occurs 42x in the NT, but never “to witness”. We’re not called to witness but to “be a witness”. It includes our 
whole life; a lifestyle. (We recognize people of different religions by their dress, etc. This was true of Pharisees 
in Jesus’ day; same with pagan priests Paul encountered. How would one recognize a Jesus-follower? Jesus 
told us, Jn 13:35. cf 1 Pet 2.12; Acts 9.36; Read and highlight what that means in practical terms, today) 
Preach Jesus, and if necessary use words. St Francis of Assisi. It’s true, but can be a copout. We’d not say, 
Feed the poor, and if necessary use food. Witness is deeds and words. (This is sobering; for some, impossible. 
First it is impossible, then it’s difficult, then it’s done. Hudson Taylor. Encourage your friend to dream, train and 
have faith in God, who promises to make us witnesses Acts 1.8. Read and together pray the verse back to 
him) 
 
What’s a witnessing Lifestyle 
Paul explains what it is for him (Col 4.2-6). He was imprisoned because of his witness. His circumstances were 
deplorable, but not his attitude. He requested prayer, that the Spirit open doors for gospel conversations. He 
needed words to say and courage to say them. (Read vvs; discuss how to apply this to life today) A lifestyle 
would include prayer. [during morning Devo, say] “Lord Jesus, I’m available to talk about you with anyone you 
bring my way today.” Lon Allison. Showing love through acts of kindness. It would mean listening to someone’s 
story. If possible, sharing your own story. Answering questions (or promising to research them). Also asking 
questions, like, have you any spiritual beliefs? or, has anyone ever shown you how someone becomes a 
Christian? Got 15 minutes? Perhaps sharing the good news. (use the Bridge Illustration or the One-Verse 
method. Curious-Additional has a relational diagram that’s helpful, 5 emails) (Take time to discuss these 
aspects of a witnessing lifestyle. Remember, this is a HANDS study – something to do, not merely discuss. 
Encourage one another to live out the study) 
 


