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Walk With Believers 
By Paul Johnson 

 
How soon can you start discipling a believer? Immediately. Remember, they’re spiritual infants. They require 
special TLC (tender loving care) and constant attention. Infants need feeding, messy diapers changed, and 
love, love, love. Constantly. Don’t wait, start now with a newborn. (A newborn is entirely dependent on 
caregivers. What should that mean for you, relating to a new Christian?)  
 
Relating to a new believer  
Ways to begin a discipling relationship with someone who just placed their trust in Jesus:   
• congratulate them – tell them how proud you are of them, to make such a vital decision (Ever look at a new 
baby and say Wow! Sooooo beautiful! A new believer is too – express it to them)  
• Get them focused on Jesus. Help them see Jesus as Healer for all their brokenness. They may struggle with 
an eating disorder or drugs. With anger, porn use, unhealthy relationships. Whatever, Jesus is the Healer and 
Helper. (Tell them stories, how you got help from Jesus early on)   
• start a friendship. Do fun things together. Hang with them (Jn 1.35-39) Think, spiritual parent (1 Thess 2.7)  
• shower them with God’s love. Personalize biblical truths, how much God loves them. Put their name in them 
3.16, the most well-known verse in the Bible, substituted for “the world”. Read them Gal 2.20, so personal, who 
loved me and gave himself for me.  
• encourage, encourage, encourage them  
• highlight the package they got, now that God is their loving Father: forgiveness, a new life, God’s Spirit within, 
adoption, answered prayers, a dream, heaven ahead.  (These are all gifts from a loving God-Father. Consider 
how do they impact you? Tell your friend...)   
• give them a Bible, or at least a NT. Suggest good Bible apps to use.   
• encourage, encourage, encourage  
• get them dreaming what great things God will do through them in the kingdom. Tell them God’s dream, God’s 
call on their life. Recruit them for God’s mission. The sooner the better!   
• help them be aware of opposition from family and friends, from the evil one, from evil spiritual personalities  
• pray with them. Get them started praying. Help them learn how to hear God as they pray   
• Use the Stages app, Head, Heart and Hand articles for a Believer. Eighteen ready to go...  
• Ask, have any questions? They will have, lots. (Answer as best you can, or get back to them)   
• encourage them to tell family and friends about Christ, as best they can. Offer to train them or go with them to 
talk to others  
• share appropriate scriptures with them. Send them a verse a day. Read through a gospel with them, a bite-
sized portion each day. Discuss the reading. Give insights.   
• bring them into your group of friends at church. Introduce them to others, like Barnabas did with Saul (acts 
9.27). Take them to a Bible study or small group  
• Prepare them for changes. God will help them remove old habits and behaviors and replace them with ones 
Jesus would have  
 


