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The story of the Bible can be summarized in four words:  Creation, Fall, Redemption, Restoration. 
 
CREATION 
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth…God created people in his own 
image…God saw all that He had made and it was very good.  Genesis 1 
Creation best explains our “oughtness” (our feeling that things ought to be better) and our hunger to 
belong to something greater than us.  (Share a time when you witnessed something and you knew 
that it was wrong and that everyone involved should do better.) 
 
FALL 
People knew God perfectly well, but when they didn’t treat him like God, refusing to worship 
him, they trivialized themselves into silliness and confusion so that there was neither sense 
nor direction left in their lives. They pretended to know it all, but were illiterate regarding life. 
They traded the glory of God who holds the whole world in his hands for cheap figurines you 
can buy at any roadside stand.  Romans 1:21-23 (MSG) 
The fall best explains why the world feels broken, why God and meaning feel distant, and why we 
can’t seem to do anything about it. (Share what you remember about the first time you felt guilt or 
shame.) 
 
REDEMPTION 
God rescued us from dead-end alleys and dark dungeons. He’s set us up in the kingdom of 
the Son he loves so much (Jesus), the Son who got us out of the pit we were in, got rid of the 
sins we were doomed to keep repeating.  Colossians 1:13-14 
Redemption best explains why Jesus was more than just a teacher or example or prophet but a 
savior that demonstrates how loved we really are.  (What kind of “pits” did Jesus rescue you from?) 
 
RESTORATION 
Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his 
people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 4 He will wipe away every tear from 
their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain 
anymore, for the former things have passed away. Revelations 21 
Restoration best explains why we thrive on a sense of hope and mission and points to a future where 
all things are made right.  (Share how you’re participating in God’s mission of restoration.) 
 
Here’s the story with more detail:   
God 
This is the story of how everything came to be. Before the story begins there was God, because there 
was a time that God was all there was.  God is a transcendent being.  Not just a force or an idea or a 
concept, God is personal, He has a will, He wants to be known. Because God is the highest possible 
being, we can only know of God what He allows us to know, what He reveals to us.  Christians 
believe the Bible is a record of God’s self-disclosure, a story God shares about Himself.  And God 
starts His story with the birth of the universe. 
 
Creation 



God spoke the universe into existence like an author penning a novel. “Why” is more important than 
“how”.  God created everything to enjoy it. He created light and matter, life and man, and it gave Him 
great pleasure and He called all He created “good.”  The story now has its setting and characters.  
 
Relationship 
God gave mankind His own image, a spiritual fingerprint left on mankind that connected him directly 
to God.  God planted a garden where His love for man could grow.  Don’t think “where” or “when” for 
the garden, but imagine the state of mind:  God and man together, enjoying the elegant beauty of the 
universe.  But God wanted man to have an authentic experience, an experience rooted in freedom. 
So God gave man one symbolic choice:  “Enjoy all of the universe and your place in it forever OR lose 
it all trying to take God’s place.” God had set the terms for the relationship, it was now up to man to 
live within those terms.  And so the conflict begins. 
 
Sin 
God made living with Him as enjoyable as can be imagined.  He also warned that living without Him 
would bring unimaginable conflict.  Even then, man couldn’t resist the temptation to “be like God.”  
Man chose to walk away from this perfect garden. We call this event The Fall and it’s cause, sin.   
And the world broke.  Humanity’s relationship with God broke. And just like God said, humanity 
started experiencing shame, guilt, pain.  We began to fight against the earth and against each other.  
Secret motives and jealousy entered into all relationships.  But God still loved humanity and made a 
promise in the garden that the brokenness would not last forever.  Someone would fix mankind’s 
relationship with God.  Until then, God gave humanity another way to relate to Him.     
 
Law 
God’s love for us didn’t end with our mistake.  God chose a particular people and gave them “the 
Law” so that they could continue to connect with Him.  The law dealt with every part of humanity’s life: 
family, relationships, sex, wealth, thoughts, worship.  Everywhere brokenness spread, the Law 
followed to deal with it, using rules and consequences.  Peace with God used to come so naturally.  It 
would now be a tedious process.  Rule by rule, choice by choice, humanity either obeyed God or 
defied Him.  Any time mankind would break any of God’s laws, God required a sacrifice to make 
amends.  Slaughtering an innocent animal was supposed to be a devastating picture of the price of 
breaking with God.  It soon became an abused, empty ritual.  Humanity’s relationship with God 
became a blood-soaked mess.  Instead of accepting responsibility for causing all this, people blamed 
God and rebelled even more.  Even then, God love mankind.  God had not forgotten His promise to 
send someone to fix things.    
 
Jesus 
If you wanted to get the world’s attention, maybe you wouldn’t start with a vulnerable infant, born to a 
poor family, in a small barn.  But God wanted to experience humanity first hand, feeling all of life’s 
joys and pains, its hidden tugs and gritty realities.  Yes, Christians believe that Jesus was God.  
Which part of God?  The Bible says Jesus was the “Word of God”- God’s own inner dialogue 
whispered into the world as flesh.  The Bible also says Jesus was the “Son of God.” Jesus related to 
God like a son to father so we could learn to do the same.  Maybe you don’t agree.  Whatever you 
think of Jesus, he left a wake of healing and restoration wherever he went.  But Jesus’ teachings and 
miracles weren’t enough to fix the broken relationship between God and mankind.  It would take much 
more.  
 
Death 



The Bible also calls Jesus the “Lamb of God.”  Remember, the Law said the only way to make 
amends with God was through sacrifice.  To fix God’s relationship with mankind, God would make a 
sacrifice.  He would offer Himself.  Jesus died to fix what was broken.  Why?  Because that’s how 
much God loves us.  He would sacrifice anything to fix what He didn’t break.  And because that’s how 
seriously broken we are.  So who killed Jesus?  No one and everyone at the same time.  Jesus said, 
“No one takes my life, I lay it down myself.”  But He wouldn’t have to die if it wasn’t for the part of us 
that rejects God.  Do you see the story?  Man tried to become God and lost everything good.  God 
became man to try to give it all back. 
 
Life 
The death of Jesus Christ didn’t end the story.  Even if the Jesus sacrifice worked, and man’s broken 
relationship with God was fixed, what’s to stop it from breaking again?  So just like Jesus said would 
happen, God raised Jesus from the dead, and introduced a new brand of life into the world.  A life that 
is stronger than death.  A life that stays in sync with God.  A life that Jesus is willing to share with us.  
The “resurrection” wasn’t a cosmic parlor trick, it was God showing His love is bigger than death, and 
stronger than our hate for Him.  So how can people share that new life with Jesus? 
 
Believe 
God wanted to make an easy way for people to have this new life.  He wanted something personal 
and sincere, not an empty ritual.  God chose simple belief.  People just have to believe for themselves 
that the story is true.  If you really believe something, you live like it’s true.  You pattern your life after 
Jesus’ teachings because He asked us to.  You trust Jesus to make peace with God for you.  You 
leave behind all the temporary fixes we’ve created like finding your worth in people’s approval, or in 
money, or in your career, or in your intellect, or in any empty ritual.  Maybe simple belief really isn’t 
that simple.  Many people who met Jesus in person didn’t believe Him.  Many people today, don’t 
believe Him either.  But the Bible says that if you believe, something new starts inside of you that 
works its way out. 
 
Restoration 
So God planned for the restored relationship between God and those who believe to start leaking out 
and affecting everything around it.  Mankind’s relationship with the universe, the earth, society, 
friends, family, even with himself, is affected by his restored relationship with God.  A person who 
believes in Jesus now takes part in a larger restorative work.  When people who believe in Jesus 
come together, they become the Church, and restoration becomes their mission.  Unfortunately, the 
Church is still full of people who make mistakes.  We haven’t always been good at our mission.  But 
God is patient with us, with all of us.  And one day, everything will be fully restored, exactly the way 
He intends. 
 
 
 


