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The Bible- Part 2: Getting Started 
By Paul Johnson 

 

It takes time for a young Believer to call God’s Word my Book. They may have no previous exposure 
to it, no idea where to begin. That’s understandable – the Bible’s complicated. Let’s get them started! 
(Can you remember when/where you were first exposed to the Bible? The childhood stories like 
David and Goliath, etc? Perhaps it would encourage a Believer to recount your experiences) 
 
Start with Jesus  
Why are we believers? We encountered the matchless Jesus through God’s Word. We identify with 
the Greek visitors to Jerusalem, We want to meet Jesus! (Jn 12.20). We’ve met him and surrendered 
our lives to him. Now we want to know him, become like him. (Help a Believer become enthralled with 
Jesus. Show why you’re captivated with him, how they should be too) 
 
His stories: Jesus communicated truth through stories. He never taught without them (Mk 4.34-35). 
The most important ones are the Prodigal Son (Lk 15.11-32), the Good Samaritan (Lk 10.25-37) and 
the Soils (Matt 13.1-9, 18-23). (Read and discuss the stories. Don’t hurry. Let the one you’re 
discipling figure out the main truth. Hunt together for insights about God and ourselves. Make 
application) 
 
His teachings: The Sermon on the Mount (Matt 5-7) describes life in his kingdom. Jesus intends to 
transform us so we live as he did, not like the culture around us. (The chapters are dense with truths, 
overwhelming to a young Christian. Answer their questions, have them pick out favorite sayings. 
Apply!) Jesus’ final lesson (Jn 13-16) shows a disciple’s life and the Spirit’s role. (These chapters are 
also ideas-rich. Read them together. Explain them. Find ways to encourage and apply them.) 
 
His relationships: We all exist in relationship with others, ourselves, the planet and God. Jesus 
modeled how we should relate. God. (Jn 8.25-29) Family (Mk 3.20-21, 31-35). People in need. (Matt 
9.35-38 ) Men. (Luke 5.1-11) Women. (Lk 7.36-50) Friends. (Jn 15.11-17) Enemies. (Lk 23.33-37) 
 
His power over nature, disease, the spiritual world and death: A sampling of the miracles of 
Jesus will show a young Christian the power Jesus has, and how he can be trusted to guide them, no 
matter what they face. (John 2-11 features 7 miracles – called Signs – to show Jesus’ power. Read 
and talk through them – what do you learn about Jesus?) 

 
Highlight the new life 
Ephesians details important Christian themes. It shows what God has DONE (ch 1-3) then tells what 
we should DO (ch 4-6). Highlight significant verses: 1.3-5 (God’s purposes), 2.8-10 (our salvation), 
2.19-22 (significance of the church), 3.16-21 (praise for God’s love), 4.1-2 (doing life together), 4.20-
24 (our new life), 5.15-20 (new lifestyle), 6.10-12 (battling evil in and around us) (work through 
Ephesians together) 
 
Read Stories, meet heroes, find role models 
The Bible is rich with characters in stories. Abraham, Joseph, Moses and David show how God loves 
and trains people like ourselves. (Tell or read these stories -or others like the ones in Heb 11. 
Introduce a Believer to biblical characters so they can identify with and learn from them). 

 
 


