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Becoming sin-sensitive is an essential heart matter for anyone who becomes a Believer. A Disciple 

Maker must address it. No matter what road we travel to God, we all arrive at the cross. It’s the symbol of all 
that’s wrong with us – sin – and all that’s right about Jesus – his grace and love. As Michael Card said in the 
song Why?, ...why did they nail His feet and hands. His love would have held Him there. Our sin put him there. 
A new believer can use help to know understand the sinfulness of sin. (When did you become sin-sensitive, before 
or after becoming a Christian? What affected you? Conscience? Someone mentoring you? God’s Word? Share your 
experience). 
 
Sin-sensitive before becoming a Believer 
Not everyone is sin-aware. Some have seared consciences (1 Tim 4.2). Paul described it, Having lost all sensitivity, 
they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of impurity, and they’re full of greed. (Eph 
4.19)  (Conscience is like a warning light on a car dash. It’s helpful only if one pays attention. Talk about the role of 
conscience within, from 1 Tim 1.19, 3.9 and the story in John 9.1ff). Something must awaken our conscience to sin if 
we’re to repent and return to God. (Discuss the response to the sermon in Acts 2.37, Peter’s words pierced their 
hearts. The reason: about Jesus’ life, death and resurrection, and “you killed him” v 23.) 
 
Jesus: the Sin-sensitive zone 
The sinless One, Jesus, provoked strong reaction from others. Peter begged him to leave when he realized 
Jesus was holy and he wasn’t. (Lk 5.1-8). Self-righteous moralists got enraged when Jesus pointed out sin in 
their lives (Lk 6.6-11). Others crowded close, already sin-aware, longing to be forgiven. The prostitute who 
washed Jesus’ feet had never seen anyone like him (no one had). She shamed herself with her devotion, but 
she didn’t care. She was attracted to his purity, his love and obedience. Her sins... great; her desire to be 
forgiven... greater. (Lk 7.36-50) (Read the passages; what reactions do you identify with? Talk it through) 
 
Jesus modeled a sin-free life, such a different way to live! No prejudice. No angry outbursts. No lust or lies. No 
self-absorption or pride. Instead, love and truth, passion for God and compassion for others. A servant heart. 
(What about Jesus made you sin-sensitive? Share...) 
 
Sin-sensitive as a believer 
We may not be sin-aware before knowing Jesus. Our culture is laced with sin; it’s the water we swim in, the air 
we breathe. We might get shamed by public exposure of sin, but mostly we coddle it, even flaunt it. (Illustrate 
how this happens in your culture) 
 
John in 1 John 1 says there’s absolutely no sin in God. God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. (1 Jn 1.5). 
He lists ways we hide or deny sin. His remedy: come to the light, admit sin and be forgiven. (Read 1 Jn 1.5-10. 
Talk about why someone would hide/deny sin. Encourage one another with God’s promises if we come to the light. Help 
everyone make confession a habit.) 
 
Hating Sin 
Imagine a rattlesnake poisoning your child. Imagine your daughter killed by a drunk driver. What would be your 
reaction? You’d hate snakes. You’d join MADD (Mothers Against Drunk Drivers). Same with sin. It crucified our 
Lord. Our reaction should be real and visceral. (Discuss what sin did to Jesus: burdened him, put him on the cross 
killed him. Together get impacted. Get sad and mad.) 
 
 


