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Praying for Disciples using John 17  
As a DiscipleMaker you’ll begin to pray seriously for Seekers, Believers and Disciples. Why? Jesus did. It 
becomes your labor of love, investing in others. They may not be aware of your labor, but God will be. You can 
pray for Seekers, Believers and Disciples in various ways, of course. Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every 
occasion. Stay alert and be persistent in your prayers for all believers everywhere. (Eph 6.18). Want a biblical 
model? Consider John 17. It’s how Jesus prayed for his disciples.  
 
John 17  
Don’t be surprised that this chapter is hard to comprehend. You’re listening in on a conversation in the Trinity, 
Son to Father. It may be the most profound passage in the Bible. Make John 17 a pattern to pray for your 
friends.  
 
Sample prayers from John 17  
That they know You (v. 3) Pray that your friends encounter the Father and Son personally. Spirit too. (Review 
God’s character: His grace/mercy, power, wisdom,  
sovereignty, kindness, authority, justice. Pray that your friends get to know God this way. Review Jesus’ 
ministry: His teaching, miracles, love for the poor, discipline, sacrifice. Pray that He reveal himself to your 
friends. Review the post-resurrection appearances to Mary, the travelling couple, the locked-room disciples, 
Peter and Thomas. Pray that He enter their locked-door hearts, turn fallen Peters back to Himself, make their 
hearts burn with His Word, breathe the Spirit on them, fill them with joy, resolve the Thomas-doubts, send them 
as missionaries)  
That they be one (v. 11) Pray that your friends bond deeply with other Christians and become brothers and 
sisters in Christ (Make it specific for your friends, in their family, small group, Christian relationships, that they 
love and sacrifice for each other)  
That they have My joy made full (v. 3): Pray that your friends experience the joy of walking in the Spirit, 
seeing prayers answered, being present at conversions and baptisms (make it specific, that they get to see 
individual family and friends find God and follow Jesus)   
That they be kept from evil [the evil one] (v. 15): Pray for protection and strength to resist temptation 
(Personalize this prayer, knowing their situation, temptations and struggles)  
That they become holy (v. 17): Pray for a teachable spirit, an openness to the Word and a longing to be like 
Jesus (Take the character of Jesus and pray for your friends, that He reproduce his life in them)   
That they would be with Jesus (v. 24): Pray for God-awareness, a sense of the presence of Jesus, a 
profound sense of his glory (Pray that your friends encounter Jesus moment by moment, watch for His activity, 
join Him in ministry and worship Him through the day)  
 
There are more ways to pray using John 17 than those listed above. Mine the truths of John 17 for a lifetime, 
studying and praying it back to God. Personalize it and model it for others.  
 
Be confident the Father intends to answer these prayers. They’re stamped A-OK in heaven because Jesus 
prayed them. It’s his Model Prayer of intercession. (Find a time in your weekly schedule when you have 
privacy. Pray through John 17 for those you’re discipling. When walking the dog... driving to Bible study... 
starting your Saturday... mowing the lawn... Whatever works for you, make it a habit. Your prayers will make a 
difference!)  
 


