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This may be the hardest part of being a DiscipleMaker. It may be the reason Christians refuse to obey Jesus’ 
command, Go make disciples....! Why? They have to walk the walk as well as talk the talk. Be a disciple, that 
is, and let people imitate them. (Who were your role models as a young Christian? How did they model what a 
Jesus-follower was to you? What’s in your life now you first observed in them? Give examples to those you 
disciple...) It’s true, more things are caught than taught. Rick Warren asks, What does every dad want? The 
answer is profound. (Take a guess, then check below).  
 
Why modelling is essential  
Christ lived the perfect model life. What he trained, he first practiced. His disciples asked that he teach them to 
pray. Why? Because he prayed. His principle: A disciple is not greater than his teacher, but everyone when 
fully trained will be like his teacher (Luke 6:40) He expected his trainees to become like him, the trainer. We 
should too. (No, we’re not perfect; does this apply to us? Ponder) 
  
Paul lived the transferable life. He wasn’t perfect, but was totally focused. He urged others to imitate his 
example: I urge you, then, be imitators of me (1 Cor 4.16). Brothers, I entreat you, become as I am” (Gal 4.12). 
Brothers, join in imitating me (Phil 3.17). What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—
practice these things. (Phil 4.9) you became imitators of us (1 Thess 1.6) You yourselves know how you ought 
to imitate us (2Thess3.7).Hisbottomline:ImitatemeasIimitateChrist.1Cor11.1 Itwasn’tego,He hadn’t a controlling 
personality. He was a serious follower of Jesus. Others could learn from him. (What would have to change for 
you to say this to others? Are you willing to change, so you can be a DiscipleMaker? The right answer is yes!) 
  
Remember, What does every dad desire? Rick Warren answers, For his adult children to admire him. Yes! 
Same with every DiscipleMaker. He or she wants to live a questionable life, with people asking, why are you so 
much like Jesus? How did you become a mature believer? They determine t have a daily, authentic Jesus- 
lifestyle. They want their spiritual children to admire them. Imitate them.  
 
The biblical example (Where do you see this happening in your congregation? How can you help?)   
a) Leaders imitate Christ (1 Cor. 11:1) and become models for others (1 Pet. 5:3) 
 b) Young converts imitate their leaders (Heb. 13:7). It oozes through a congregation (Phil. 3.17)  
c) Young men and women copy the leaders (1 Tim 4.12; Titus 2.6-7a)   
d) Leaders disciple but don’t dominate (1 Pet 5.3)   
e) Other churches recognize the pattern and copy this congregation (1 Thess. 1:7)  
f) All believers become imitators of God, revealed to us in Christ (Eph. 5:1).  
 
Disciples of Jesus are those who are with him, learning to be like him. That is, they are learning to lead their 
life, their actual existence, as he would lead their life if he were they. Dallas Willard  
 
Making disciples is all about seeing people transformed by the power of God’s Word. If you want to see that 
happen in others, you need to be experiencing such transformation yourself. Francis Chan  
	


