
LOOK UP  
LESSON 

Identifying Influence  
Using An Oikos Map 

 
God has placed people in your life that you already have influence over.  Whether it is your family, neighbors, 
colleagues or classmates, people who know you are a Christian are watching you.  In a way, you are already 
discipling these people because you are showing them what a follower of Jesus looks and acts like. This kind 
of “accidental” influence can be powerful but without some intention behind it, it will be as erratic as your best 
behavior on your good days and worst behavior on your bad days.   
 
If you want to become a disciple maker, you have to make the switch from having “accidental” influence to 
“intentional” influence.  You can put your influence to work in people’s lives and help them draw nearer to God.  
We us a tool called an oikos map to help us identify these opportunities.  Oikos means “household” in Greek 
and it means the people who are in your life.  Draw a circle with your name in the middle.  Now start drawing 
circles around it with names of… 

1. People in your life who are far from God. 
2. Believers in your life that don’t know how to grow spiritually (or self feed) 

 
Example Oikos Map     Your Oikos Map     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This map is a guide to your influence.  It’s your future as a disciple maker and it represents two things 
specifically:  

1. It’s Your Prayer Guide- This is who to pray and fast for in your life. 
a) Pray Everyday  
b) Fast one meal a week 
 

2. It’s God’s Strategy- Read the story of the woman at the well in John 4:7-42. God brought many 
Samaritans to faith because of the testimony of the woman. Even though all the disciples were 
available (Jesus could have cancelled lunch), the woman was who Jesus used to reach the town.  
Why?  She had all the connections already.  God wants to use you in your oikos map because you 
already have the connections. Think about it.  Each of the people in your oikos map also has their own 
oikos map they can share with.  That’s how movements start. 
 

For the people in your life who are far from God, learn the 3 Circles and share it with them.  Ask them if want to 
learn more about what they just heard and start a discipleship relationship with them using resources from the 
Curious on the disciplemakingstages.com site.  
 
For the believers in your life who don’t know how to grow, ask them if you can show them how.  Follow the 
directions in the Believer section of the disciplemakingstages.com site.  Make sure to use the assessment, The 
Talk, and the Meet-Up guide as you start go over all the lessons together.    
 
2 Timothy 2:2 says and what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to 
faithful men, who will be able to teach others also.  Paul tells Timothy to train faithful men who can then 
share with others.  That’s 4 generations of people that passed on the gospel: Paul=>Timothy=>Faithful 
Men=>Others.  Imagine if that happened in your community.  You would have a movement of disciple making.  
It has to start somewhere.  Let’s start it in your oikos! 


