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Believers need to feel childlike towards God. When we become a Christian we’re adopted into God’s 
family. We’re his child, a son or a daughter. Jesus stressed the importance of a childlike spirit, Jesus 
called a little child to him and put the child among them... “I tell you the truth, unless you turn from 
your sins and become like little children, you’ll never get into the Kingdom of Heaven. (Mt 18.2-3) 
(What does childlike mean to you? Brainstorm with your friend the qualities of a child Jesus 
commends. Check references Jesus makes to children – Mt 18.1-4; 19.13-15; Mk 10.13-16; his term, 
“Lads” for the disciples, Jn 21.4-5. Discuss how to apply this to life) In a prayer of the early church 
during the threat of persecution, Jesus was literally termed, your holy child Jesus... (Acts 4.27). (What 
in Jesus was childlike? How can we imitate him? ) 
 
Feeling wonder 
A child has a natural sense of wonder. Unlike adults, they say Wow! lots as they experience new 
things. Their first ice cream cone. Lights on the Christmas tree. A bug on the sidewalk. Adults lose a 
sense of wonder because they figured most things out. But they haven’t! They ignore the mystery 
around them – conception and birth of a baby, caterpillar to butterfly. A Christian has much to say 
Wow! to: the Trinity, the incarnation, the resurrection, the new birth, God’s quiet work in history, the 
Spirit’s work in us. (What makes you say Wow! in God’s kingdom? Discuss with your friend. Worship 
and Wow! are closely connected. How? Practice it together.) 
 
Feeling dependent 
Children depend on parents to care for them. They don’t worry, aren’t stressed. It’ll work out, my 
dad’s here, my mom can handle it. It may be naïve for a child, but it’s not for a Christian. God is here, 
and he can handle everything. (Any stories of you as a child, or a child of yours, being dependent? In 
Luke 12.22-34 Jesus taught us not to worry – God is our Father! Read through and discuss how it 
requires a childlike spirit) In the garden Jesus used Abba in his prayer for the Father – an 
affectionate, childhood term. In the Passion he was surrounded by brutal, cynical adults. He remained 
untouched by them. He expired as a child, Father, into your hands I commit my spirit. (Lk 23.46). 
Childlike dependence amid the agony and darkness. Amazing! (Get your friend to Jesus and learn 
from your Lord how to feel dependent). 
 
Feeling grateful 
Gratitude comes as we grasp how the universe works: all of life is a gift. Children understand and 
express thanks. They’re appreciative. Same with Christians, when they recognize God’s gifts: 
conviction of sin, salvation, new life, adoption, his dream for them. Jesus prayed grateful prayers (Mt 
11.25-26; Lk 10.21) He saw the disciples as gifts from the Father (Jn 17.2). We should too. (Help a 
believer begin to practice in everything give thanks... 1 Th 5.18 – do it together for the next week) 
 
Feeling teachable  
A final attribute of a childlike spirit: being inquisitive. Children have no trouble asking, What’s that? 
and Why?  We should too, as Christians. Jesus modeled this as a 12 year old, asking questions of 
the theologians in the temple. (Luke 2.41-52). Be teachable! (Encourage a believer to develop an 
insatiable quest to know God and his work. Illustrate from your life. Offer to help them) 
 
 


