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Why do so many get stuck after baptism? Most Christians don’t progress far into the Disciple stage. Even 
fewer move to the Disciple Maker stage. Why? Two main reasons. They’re not enthralled with Jesus and 
they’re not captivated by God’s Dream for their lives. Let’s think through the second reason, God’s Dream. 
 
We all have dreams. If you had all the money and time you needed, what would you like to do? What’s your 
dream? Most would answer immediately if you asked them. We don’t achieve without a dream. Learn a 
language? People study English because they dream of moving to North America. Play an instrument? People 
dream of performing on stage, so they practice guitar. Get in shape? Without a dream, it’s unlikely. But if 
someone challenges us to participate in a cancer run in memory of our friend, we might. (share a personal 
example, how a dream inspired you to achieve something)  Same for a Disciple. Understanding God’s Dream 
is a powerful incentive to develop spiritual disciplines. (What got you motivated to be a disciple? What moved 
you to pray & study the Word? How did you sense God’s dream for you? Share your process, perhaps your 
struggle, with a Disciple) 
 
God’s dream 
After baptism, what then? Most Christians have no clue. (you might try a survey) They need coaching to get a 
perspective of God’s dream for them. Jesus called two fishermen to a dream: “Come, follow me, and I’ll show 
you how to fish for people!” (Mk 1.17) (how might Jesus rephrase that for a nurse? A teacher? A carpenter? 
For you?) God’s dream has at least two components: becoming like Jesus and partnering with him in ministry. 
(It has more...) 
 
Become like Jesus: it doesn’t matter what our past was, we know where we’ll end up: resembling Jesus. For 
God knew his people in advance, and he chose them to become like his Son, so that his Son would be the 
firstborn among many brothers and sisters. (Rom 8.29) It’s the Spirit’s task to accomplish this. He’ll use people 
and events in our life to accomplish his goal. ...the Lord—who is the Spirit—makes us more and more like him 
[Jesus] as we’re changed into his glorious image. (2 Cor 3.18) (talk about renovations the Spirit had to make in 
you; share your experience, how he used crosses and losses – demolition and construction – to shape you like 
Jesus. Assure them, the Spirit knows exactly what he’s doing.) As we walk in the Spirit, the life of Jesus 
emerges in us. People will sense it and be attracted to him. 
 
Partnering with him:  
Jesus was clear. What he started, he expected his disciples to continue. His Great Commission stated it 
clearly. Go... make disciples... baptize... teach to do. (Mt 28.18-20; also Lk 24.47-49, Acts 1.8) Listen to Jesus: 
You didn’t choose me. I chose you. I appointed you to go and produce lasting fruit (John 15.16). Then feed my 
lambs,” Jesus told [Peter]. (Jn 21.15b) (Read the verses. Discuss possible reactions to this assignment: 
refusal, fear, confusion, nonchalance, a willing spirit; tell how you changed for this to became a reality 
personally). We team up with him to bring Good News and good deeds to our culture. As God’s partners, we 
beg you not to accept this marvelous gift of God’s kindness and then ignore it. (2 Cor 6.1) (Personalize what it 
means for you, partnering with Jesus. Encourage a Disciple to visualize it, desire it). 
 
A Dream story: the OT character Joseph illustrates the power of a Dream (review Gen. 37-50). When Joseph 
was young, the dream was all about him (37.5-9) . God used crosses and losses to alter the dream so it 
became all about God. Until the time came to fulfil his dreams, the Lord tested Joseph’s character. (Ps 105.19). 
Only one person could stop the dream. Know who? Joseph. He wanted it, and God fulfilled it, despite 
catastrophic experiences in his life. (How can we identify with Joseph’s story? Ask, how much are you 
determined to find God’s dream?) 
 
Encourage your friend to pursue God’s dream. ...we’re God’s masterpiece [who] created us anew in Christ 
Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago. (Eph. 2.10) Ask how many they want to take 
with them to heaven. One is a better answer than none. Some is even better. Many - yes! Help them dream big 
dreams! 


