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Get Passionate 
By Paul Johnson 

 
Passion for Christ and his kingdom will determine our effectiveness in the hard work of discipling others. Jesus 
complimented passion, The kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and violent men take it by force. Matt 11.12. 
Passionate men and women were elbowing their way into the kingdom. Jesus loved it! Look for this passion in 
others and focus it on disciplemaking. (On a scale of 1-10, how passionate are you to know him and make him 
known? Share with your friend what ignites your passion for God and his kingdom.) How to get passionate? 
Start with Jesus. 
 
Jesus’ Passion 
Passion week describes Jesus’ last days on earth, but could fit his entire life. He was oblivious to being lost as 
a 12 year old, he was such a keen learner (Luke 2.41-52) When he scattered the Temple money-changers, an 
OT phrase clicked for the disciples, Zeal for your house will consume me (Jn 2.17)  He pushed himself to 
exhaustion, teaching, healing and praying (Mk 1.29-38; Heb 5.7-9). Fire was his imagery of ministry. I’ve come 
to set the world on fire, and I wish it were already burning! (Lk 12.49). Passion for the Father’s glory drove him 
to the cross (Mk 14.32-36; Heb 12.2-4) (Read the verses; talk through the stories. Imagine accompanying him, 
as the disciples did. Discuss what fueled his passion – the glory of God and his love for us. Ask how Jesus’ 
passion can become ours). 
 
Our passion for Jesus 
In our relationship with Christ, love follows knowledge. When we see Jesus as he is, we must turn away or else 
shamelessly adore him. Dallas Willard. How to see him as he is? Immerse yourself in the gospels. (What are 
your favorite stories in the gospels? Miracles that make you say Wow? Teachings of Jesus that transformed 
you? Share them with those you’re discipling.) Get immersed in Jesus’ suffering and death. (Ponder the 
passion with your friend, Mt 26-27, Mk 14-15, Lk 22-23; Jn 18-19. Stand and observe his death. Grapple with 
Jesus’ seven last words. See responses of soldiers, religious leaders, crowds, the two criminals, the women. 
Let it impact you.) Fall in love with this Jesus who passionately loves you. Become so captivated, your love for 
him expels all other loves. 
 
Passion for the kingdom 
We need passion for the kingdom, seeing others respond to Jesus. Christ’s love controls us. ... He died for 
everyone so that those who receive his new life will no longer live for themselves. Instead, they’ll live for 
Christ... (2 Cor 5.14-15) (Talk about family and friends who aren’t Christians. Help your friend pray for and 
share the gospel with them. Train them. Go with them to share the good news.) 
  
Practical pointers 
Diagnose your passion: What makes your heart sing? What do you cry about? What do you dream about? 
(John Maxwell). (Take it as a challenge: This will be me! I plan to sing, get emotional and dream about 
Jesus and his kingdom!) 
Get infected by others’ passion. Come near to the holy men and women of the past and you will soon feel the 
heat of their desire after God. They mourned for Him, prayed and wrestled and sought for Him day and night, in 
season and out, and when they had found Him the finding was all the sweeter for the long seeking.  AW Tozer. 
(Read biographies of missionaries and Christian leaders. Get fired up by them) 
Bathe in God’s passion for you. ...remember what God thinks about you. ...He’s just as passionate about you 
as His child as He is about any of the members of your flock ...Did you know that God passionately wants a 
relationship with you? How do I know that? Look at Jesus on the cross. Jesus said I’d rather die than live 
without you. (Rick Warren) (Read 1 Jn 3-4 and absorb the love of God into your life) 
	
	
	
	


