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A curious student once asked me, “How can someone become a Christian in one conversation? That 
doesn’t make any sense.” 
 
This was my answer: Good question! Is it possible to become a Christian in one conversation? It is, 
but it’s not normal. You and I read two short stories Jesus told, one with an instant response to God: 

The Kingdom of Heaven is like a treasure that a man discovered hidden in a field.  In his 
excitement, he hid it again and sold everything he owned to get enough money to buy the field. 

(Matthew 13.44) 
Some aren’t looking for God at all, but still, they discover him and immediately 
decide to start following Jesus. I once had a translator in China. It made her cry the 
first time she heard the story of Jesus and moved her for two days. That’s what 
she said, and responded immediately, the first time she heard.   
 

When I was 18, I was adrift spiritually. I was a believer but a weak one ("skinny Christian", we say). 
When I grasped this short story, that God has a Dream for my life, an adventure, I wanted it so badly I 
gave up my own dreams. It was a sudden decision.  I’ve met others who make an immediate decision 
to follow Jesus the first time they heard and are serious about following Jesus. 
 
Others are like the second short story Jesus told: 

Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a merchant on the lookout for choice 
pearls. When he discovered a pearl of great value, he sold everything he 
owned and bought it! (Matt. 13.45-46) 

Does that describe you, a jeweler searching for the perfect jewel?  Both illustrate 
how people come to God. The second story may be more common. It’s a process 
for many.  Both men pay a price; did you notice that? They sell everything to get 
the treasure.   
 
Same with you. You’ll need to give up everything to follow Jesus. Would the two men complain about 
the cost? No, they’d be ecstatic! Why? Because they got so much more! Same with us, when we 
finally connect with God.  Btw, the kingdom of heaven means God's culture, God's way to live, so 
different from our way. Jesus said there's a new way to live and he modeled it for us. A young 
Christian steps into God’s new culture and his family too. 
 
Here’s how my curious friend responded: You're right, i think maybe I’m more 
like the person in the second story. I can't really say that I’m a Christian 
because for me right now to think about God, it's like asking me to picture some 
place away from the solar system while sitting in front of a computer listening to 
the TV audio. I can't say that I really 'know' he’s here. God is sometimes more 
real to me but most of the times God seems abstract, I am never certain. Then 
again, i have a lot to learn, really… 
 
Some come to God rationally – they think about it lots. Some come to God 
romantically. They respond emotionally to God. In my experience, some think 
more, others feel more. Both are valid ways to search for God. Perhaps a combination is good. 
 
 



If you're a thinker, here are questions you can consider: 
How did everything start? Was there nothing, then something (the “Big Bang”), then everything (the 
entire universe)? It takes enormous faith to believe that everything came from the “Big Nothing”!  
Or was there Someone (God) who started it? If you were to line up dominoes and start them falling, 
someone outside the dominoes – someone’s finger - has to give the first push. Same with the 
universe. Who started it? 
How did life come from non-life? If stars and planets and moons were first, how did life begin? At 
the first there was just rock. Did life just happen? (It takes great faith to believe this!) Or did God 
always have life and give it to us? 
How did we become conscious? Consciousness isn’t in plants and isn’t much in animals. How did 
we humans become so self-aware? 
How did right and wrong start? If everything functions by the survival of the fittest, the law of the 
jungle, where did right or wrong come from? Like, why is it always wrong to hurt people for fun? 
Why this sense of purpose, and this dream of living forever? If we're only here by chance, by 
accident, and when we die we become one with the dirt, why this sense of destiny? 
 
These questions show that the Christian worldview makes sense. God started everything. He created 
us so we can discover and respond to him. Sadly, not many think deeply about life with questions like 
this. They follow culture and fashions, music, the latest dances, newest fads, and pursue money. The 
Bible calls us fools if we don't think deeply. There are many fools around us. 
 
A romantic asks different questions: 
Will I ever be loved for who I am? We all have this longing! 
Will I ever really love someone? Happily ever after, like the romance 
books say... 
How can I be sure someone’s love is genuine, not use-me love? 
Why is love in the world anyway? Where did love come from? (not 
from nature, because it’s ruled by the survival of the fittest) 
Could love be the reason for the universe? Did God make the whole universe so he could love 
me? (Wow!) If so, what's my response? 
If God is love, how would I know? Maybe he doesn’t care, just ignores me… 
 
Again, the Christian worldview makes sense. God is love, the Bible says, and loves us! You! You’ll 
experience the deepest, lasting love from him. And you get to love him back.  Sadly, most people 
don't even feel deeply.  Their emotions are superficial. Perhaps their only real emotion is anger. They 
don’t know the permanent love that makes them peaceful and settled, confident and joyful.  There are 
many unhappy, lonely students who don't experience that love, the love Christians enjoy. 
 
When you get close to Jesus, you'll get answers to these romance questions. Great answers... 
 


