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From Part 1 “...religion is not logical, nor can It be explained or dictated by anyone else.”  
There’s Logic as well as faith  

Here's a logical statement the missionary Paul makes: Why does it seem incredible to any of 
you that God can raise the dead? (Acts 26.8) I’ll give the context now and elaborate below. He's 
talking to political leaders, something God promised would happen when Paul first became a 
Christian.  

The illogic of his situation was extreme. He's a prisoner awaiting sentencing. They're elite 
leaders from the occupying empire. He's a poor captive, they're rich and free. Such a contrast! Paul 
points this out: I pray to God that both you [the king] and everyone here in this audience might 
become the same as I am, except for these chains.” (v. 29b) How incongruous, a Jewish prisoner 
inviting them to be like him! 

That's the context of his statement, God can raise the dead. More about this in a moment. 
Logic derives from the premises we believe in or accept as facts, the 
presuppositions that help construct our worldview. We're strongly affected by 
our culture and the sub-cultures we’re in. Had we lived in Germany in the 
1930's we'd have been exposed to Nazi propaganda. They believed that 
natural selection related to humans as well as animals. Aryans, they called 
themselves, were the Master Race. Every other race was inferior. 

Polish, Russians, Czechs and Gypsies were degenerate in the eyes of 
the Nazi ideology. Asians too. Jews weren't even human. They were vermin. 
Nazi Germany exploited many other races, working them to death. They 
planned to conquer the whole earth. The thousand year Reich, they called it. 
What’s wicked to us today was completely logical to the Nazis. They started 
WWII, occupied Europe and exterminated 6 million Jews based on their logic. 
Now we say it was totally evil. It shows that logic isn't always correct. If the premises are wrong, the 
logic will be flawed.  

Another example shows how one worldview makes another seem illogical. Jesus' statement, 
as an example: “Beware! Guard against every kind of greed.  Life is not measured by how much you 
own. (Luke 12.15) That's nonsense (ie, illogical) to our culture. We all want to own more stuff. Life 
is totally measured by what we have. Jesus' words are laughable to us because his premises aren't 
those of our culture. Even Christians in North America have a hard time making sense of Jesus. 
We're all affected by materialism. 

Jesus becomes more incomprehensible in this statement, “Sell [don’t accumulate] your 
possessions and give to those in need." (v. 33a)  Again, our culture thinks that the one who dies with 
the most toys wins. We don’t accept Jesus' logic and won’t follow his advice of radical generosity.  His 
logic is based on a different way of thinking: [giving to the poor] will store up treasure for you in 
heaven!  And the purses of heaven never get old or develop holes.  Your treasure will be safe; no 
thief can steal it and no moth can destroy it. (v. 33b) 
 

I'm responding to your thoughts about religion being not logical. Jesus 
certainly isn’t. I agree with your statement about religion, if it’s seen as 
man's way to reach up to God. Many times it is illogical, even 

nonsensical.  I often say three statements. God hates religion. And Jesus came to do away with all 
religions and replace them with himself. And Jesus stands in judgment over all religions, including 
Christianity. That's because the Christianity we practice often deviates from his teachings. Religion is 
irrelevant - Jesus is central and crucial. 



Here's another example of differing premises, relating to your academic world. The Bible states 
that Jesus is the Source - the Creator and Author - of everything.  God created everything through 
him [the Word, that is, Jesus], and nothing was created except through him. (John 1.3) And this: for 
through him [Jesus] God created everything in the heavenly realms [the universe, we'd say] and on 
earth. He made the things we can see and the things we can’t see—such as thrones, kingdoms, 
rulers, and authorities in the unseen world [the spiritual world of angels and demons]. Everything was 
created through him and for him [that is, the universe belongs to Jesus, and is made for his 
enjoyment and pleasure]. (Col. 1.16) And: ...he holds all creation together. (Col. 1.17b) 

The implications are staggering. This means Jesus invented higher calculus. He knows what 
the weak force is because he designed it. The Higgs boson is no surprise to him, nor is he searching 
for it. He made it! He created the macro- and the micro-universe. Nano- too.  If our culture accepted 
this, every National Geographic magazine would begin, in appreciation to the creator of the universe, 
Jesus Christ. Your physics textbooks would have a statement, with credit to Jesus Christ, who 
created physics. Science would again become the exploration for God's creativity. 

But that’s preposterous in academia, right? No professor would agree. Many would caricature 
and ridicule it. If a prof or grad student believed it, they'd stay stealth.  The premise of the scientific 
community is expressed by Carl Sagan,  The Cosmos is all that is or ever was or ever will be. 
Although that's a statement of faith - a truth-claim - it's accepted as reality. It can't be scientifically 
proven, but it's stated as a scientific truth. There's no God, no beginning, no other “spiritual world". 
Just what we see around us, just us. 

This means any attempt to find God, to seek him, to discover and relate to him through Jesus 
isn’t logical in the scientific world. (That's an understatement - it's irrational to most 
intellectuals). Previous generations of scientists integrated faith with science. Kepler, the famous 
mathematician and astronomer, wrote in his astronomy book The Harmony of the World: 

“Sun, moon, and planets glorify Him in your ineffable language!  Celestial harmonies, all ye 
who comprehend His marvelous works, praise Him.  And thou, my soul, praise thy Creator! It is 
Him and in Him that all exists.  That which we know best is comprised in Him, as well as in our 
vain science.” – Kepler  

Imagine, in a scientific treatise! 
 It was logical for Kepler and other scientists to say "Wow!!!" not just to the 
universe, but to the one who created it. They saw God's fingerprints everywhere as 
they made new discoveries in their branch of science.  I'm wanting you to see that 
logic comes from our presuppositions and premises. If you start with God, then it's 
perfectly logical to believe he permeates the universe and is active among us right 
now. 
  Remember the statement above, Paul’s logic: Why does it seem incredible to any 
of you that God can raise the dead? (Acts 26.8) He's a prisoner facing possible 
execution. When given the chance to defend himself, he doesn’t. Instead he 

defends the concept that God is active in our world.  
 
The key concept in the sentence isn’t, "raise the dead", but God. Paul challenged them to think 
logically. If there’s such a being as God, infinite and personal, without limitations, then of course he 
can enter our planet in the person of Jesus. Of course he can reverse disease and death. Of course 
he can manipulate matter to turn water into wine, a small lunch into a picnic for thousands. Of course 
he can command the wind and waves to stop. He's God, he made it all, he's without limitation. And he 
can raise Jesus from the dead. 

Paul expected them to think logically. I pray to God that both you [King Agrippa] and everyone 
here in this audience might become the same as I am... A believer in God, captivated by Jesus, he 
means. 



 
I'll have to elaborate more on Jesus' resurrection later - this is getting long! Paul also says if 

resurrection isn't true we should run, not walk, away from all this faith-in-God thinking. And if Christ 
has not been raised, then all our preaching is useless, and your faith is useless.  And we apostles 
would all be lying about God—for we have said that God raised Christ from the grave… if there is no 
resurrection of the dead, then Christ hasn’t been raised[and] your faith is useless … if our hope in 
Christ is only for this life, we are more to be pitied than anyone in the world. (1 Cor. 15.14-19) 
We should party and live any way we want, accumulating stuff, making or breaking the rules as we 
please. That’s Paul's recommendation if resurrection isn't true. 
 

But if Jesus rose again, it validates everything he said and taught. Nothing matters except him, 
knowing and following him. Nothing else – family, career, travel, adventure, relationships – matters! 
That's what I've decided, and try (poorly) to do, make Jesus central in my life. 
 
 


