
	
Faith or Logic? Part 1 

By Paul Johnson 
 
A curious person once told me: “I've come to conclude that ... religion is not logical, nor can It be 
explained or dictated by anyone else. To me, faith can only be strengthened in a person through 
experience, his experience with God, and his belief.”  I agree, with some caveats. There's both logic 
and beyond-logic (I won't use "illogic") in following Christ. Life's like that in many areas, of course, not 
least of which are relationships. 
 
Romance has logic to it (hormones, sex drives, procreation of the species, chemicals, etc) but it’s 
certainly more than logic. We could say head and heart. Romance has both, but probably much more 
heart. That’s true of following Christ too, head and heart. 
 
We’re like this in our relationship to ourselves too. None of us are totally logical in the way we live and 
express ourselves. Binge-drinking isn't logical, but it happens in universities. Lotteries aren't logical. 
They’re called a tax on those who are arithmetically challenged. Still, it doesn't stop people from 
buying them.  Our addictions and fixations, choices we make and later regret... Often we act in a 
world beyond logic. There’s a craziness about life. 
 
The Bible is very frank about this: The human heart is the most deceitful of all things, and desperately 
wicked. Who really knows how bad it is? (Jer. 17.9)  I concur from personal experience. 
 
Another person I know pinpointed this heart-over-head element for me years ago about Jesus, when 
she was still a seeker. She’d been reading the Gospels and wrote me, saying it wasn't reasonable to 
think that Jesus could meet the fishermen, call them to follow him, and they'd leave everything to do 
so. Leave their family, leave their livelihoods - unbelievable. 
 
The culture Jesus was in had similarities to the Chinese culture she had been raised in. To leave 
father and family and the security of an occupation. Certainly it’s not logical. 
 
I agreed with her when I responded, saying it would be nonsensical of me and irresponsible of her, 
were I to meet her once and call her to follow me, right then. That's not going to happen. But I added, 
you've never met anyone like this Jesus - there is no one like him ever.  He did this then, he does it 
now.  More about this below... 
 
Faith 
The father of faith for Christians is the patriarch Abraham. His life was illogical to those who observed 
him. His mother-in-law and clan members must have thought him crazy to root up and leave on the 
basis of God’s call, an ephemeral one at that. Leave your native country, your relatives, and your 
father’s family, and go to the land that I will show you. (Gen 12.1)  This fits the opening statement, 
how very personal and experiential our relationship to God is. It's irrational to those around you. 
 
We form a relationship with God based on faith, not logic. We learn by experience to depend on an 
unseen God who can't be manipulated, only obeyed. More than anything else, this is where people 
bow out. They refuse to let God direct their lives. 
 
The story of Abraham is a "beyond logic" story. He’d known God many years, culminating in the birth 
of his son Isaac after 25 years of waiting and trusting God.  That's the amazing, admirable part of his 
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life - he believed, waited, and received God's blessing. Many people refuse to believe and wait, so 
miss God's goodness to them. Don’t let that be true for you! 
 
The most “beyond logic” episode in his life came when God commanded him to sacrifice his son. It 
goes against any sensibility we might have. 
The story starts,  Some time later, God tested Abraham’s faith. “Abraham!” God called.  
“Yes,” he replied. “Here I am.” 
“Take your son, your only son—yes, Isaac, whom you love so much—and go to the land of Moriah. 
Go and sacrifice him as a burnt offering on one of the mountains, which I will show you.” 

God tests Abraham, demanding he give back what had been given as 
a gift, his son. I don't even like to read this story, it's so confusing and 
dark. It goes against major teachings about God, his love, his 
compassion, his wisdom. What’s going on? 
 
Amazingly, Abraham is neither surprised nor reactive at this testing - 

he simply obeys. I'm in awe of him. Perhaps we can say he'd walked with God so long, learned to 
depend on God so deeply, he could live confidently in the beyond-logic world God calls us to. (You 
can read the story in Genesis 22 if you wish. It’s the Mt Everest of his experience, or perhaps, his 
Death Valley. The story is written sparsely, with no commentary. Mysterious!) 
 
Stranger still, some 2000 years later on that same mountain, another father is challenged to sacrifice 
his son, and does. Jesus dies on the identical summit Abraham traveled to when he sacrificed Isaac. 
That's logic, but beyond logic too! 
 
So yes, to follow Jesus, relating to the God in whom we move and live and have our being is to step 
into a world beyond logic. It is the world of romance and risk, where logic isn't adequate! For you to 
follow Christ, to have faith in God's plan for your life, will mean you can't logically think everything out. 
You'll have to trust what God has said to you in his Word, and what Jesus has done for you. 
Depend on him, like stepping out on the ice of a lake. That's not easy for intellectuals like you. There’s 
a part 2 of this study because I think there's also logic in Jesus that's helpful to know. 
 


