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A major reason mature Christians don’t disciple others? Messiness. Young believers are often in a mess of sin. 
Messy relationships. Messy habits. Messy thoughts and vocabulary. It’s easy to react, be repelled. Call it the 
elder brother syndrome. We must change, if we’re going to disciple.  
 
The Image  
A father embracing the boy. The Prodigal Son story, of course (Luke 15.11ff). The 
boy returns, in self-imposed poverty, filthy, smelling like his last job, a pigpen worker. 
The father runs, hugs the boy, and kisses him. Such passionate feelings!!! He 
mingles with the mess. That’s the emotional response a DiscipleMaker needs, in 
order to care for other Christians.  
 
Messy Everyone  
Messy Christians? There aren’t any other kind. Jesus was perfect. The rest of us, 
flawed. Messy. When Rembrandt painted the Prodigal Son scene, he painted himself 
into the picture. Can you spot him? Yes, he’s the prodigal son. That’s a great start. 
You must see yourself as messy, not only at the start of the Christian life, but as it progresses.  
 
Noah? Messy (the drunk scene, Gen 9). Jacob the trickster (Gen 27). David the  
revenger (1 Sam 25). Peter the liar (Matt 27). Paul described himself, ...the least of  
the apostles.(1 Cor 15.9) Years later, I am the chief of sinners (1 Tim 1.15). Is he  
retrogressing? No; just getting close to the light that is Jesus, seeing his messiness.  
(Expect this as you mature spiritually. It’s what gives you a humble, gentle spirit to disciple others)  
 
There’s another emotional response in the Prodigal Son story. The older brother is angry, dissing his dad, 
contemptuous to his brother, refusing to celebrate. What’s sobering: “... churches – and all religious institutions 
– are are often so unpleasant. They are filled with elder brothers.” Tim Keller. (on this spectrum, where do you 
place yourself? Father............................................................................ Elder brother. What needs to change?)  
 
Parenting  
Parents embrace mess. It’s because they expect it, and they love the child. Love covers a multitude of sins (1 
Peter 4.8). DiscipleMakers need love to help messy, baby Christians.  
 
The Gospel  
Jesus immersed himself in messy lives. Financial crooks. The morally depraved. Prostitutes. Outcasts. The 
Pharisees called them scum. (Luke 15.1-2). Jesus called them lost, and valued them enough to look for them. 
Some of us actually believe that until we choose the correct way to live, we aren’t choosable. Until we clean up 
the mess, Jesus won’t have anything to do with us. The opposite is true. Until we admit we’re a mess, Jesus 
won’t have anything to do with us. Mike Yaconelli   
(Your EQ: Scum...........................................................................................................Valued)  
 


