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8th Clue: Scene of the Crime 
 
Ready for another clue?  Hope so! If you put on your detective hat (yup, that’s what they look like!), 
we’ll look at Clue #8.  But first a comment on Clue #5, Law. Another student 
who read these clues asked a question: Is our conscience like a phone line 
to God?   That’s a pretty good way to describe a conscience, yes! It’s as 
though God’s calling to tell us what’s right and what’s wrong. 
 
Notice that when a phone rings, we have a choice? Maybe we use call-
display (which shows the number).  Hmmm… looks like it’s God phoning 
again. I think I just won’t answer. Or we might mute the ringer, so we can’t even hear him call. Or the 
line has static, so we can’t really understand.  Same with our conscience. Sometimes we know 
something we’re doing is wrong, but do it anyway. God’s dialing us, we could say, but we screen the 
call. 
 
The Bible calls this sin – acting independent of God, refusing to listen to him. Refusing to take the call 
from him, we could say. All of us do this, sadly. We make choices that are wrong.  Like lying, for 
instance. We ignore our conscience and make a bad choice.  We choose to sin, but can’t choose the 
consequences. That’s why we all get into such a mess, and why our world’s in a mess. 
 
Clue #7 was Word – direct communication. That’s how we get to know each other, lots of 
conversation. God communicates with us by giving us the Bible, the greatest bestseller in history. We 
called it God’s Journal – his conversation to us about the universe and ourselves. 

  
Here’s more about this clue, to show how unique the Bible is. It’s been 
translated into more than 2400 languages (I didn’t even know there were that 
many!) That includes English and Mandarin, like the 200 year old translation in 
the photo. Almost everyone in the world now can read the Bible if they want, 
and discover enough about God to trust in him.  Many writers contributed to 
write the Bible, forty or more. They are the writers, but God is actually the 
author. God gave them the words (we call this inspiration), and they wrote it 
down in their own style. 

 
Sometimes they wrote songs. Or history lessons.  One wrote a love story.  There’s lots of poetry. And 
history too. Many stories are about Jesus. The Bible’s creative!  Sixty-six smaller books combine 
together form the Bible. It took 1500 years to write it all – a long, long time! Amazingly, each writer 
had the same major theme: Why all we all separated from God, and what’s his plan to bring us back? 
 
It’s complicated, the Bible is, but so’s life. And God is totally complicated, so we shouldn’t be 
surprised. The Bible’s like the ocean – a baby can wade in the shallows, but not far into the water, it’s 
over the child’s head. That’s why the Bible’s both simple and complicated for all of us. But it’s worth 

reading – it’s God’s Word to us!  The Bible’s messy too. Because life’s messy – 
lies, abuse, killings, wars. The Bible’s full of messed-up people with messy 
problems. 
  
Which leads us to Clue #8: the Scene of the Crime. God’s Word shows us a 
crime scene. Perhaps you’ve seen chalk marks in movies, blocking off where the 



victim died? That’s what we have, a crime scene. The crime? It’s what caused the mess our planet is 
in.  In Clue #3 we talked about Beauty, saying God’s the Artist who makes things beautiful. It 
prompted a detective question, remember? We asked in Clue #4: why is there so much ugliness? 

Nature gets ugly – like the Sichuan earthquake in 2008. So many killed, so many! Thousands of 
students crushed to death, sitting in their classes.How awful! It’s the total opposite from beautiful. 
There’s more. The ugliness of babies born with handicaps. People that are mean and nasty to 
other. Slavery. Torture. Parents even abusing little children. 
And there’s death – that’s the ugliest of all. Death’s never pretty, never beautiful. 
It makes a detective ask, if there’s a God of beauty, where did this ugliness come from? 

  
Let’s answer that. It’s a question detectives must solve, this ugliness: 

Why’s the world in such a mess?  Can it ever be fixed? 
 The first book of the Bible, Genesis, means origins. It shows how the mess got started – the scene of 
the crime.  God is King of the universe – that’s a clear teaching from Genesis. He’s like emperors of 
ancient China who owned everything.  Same with God. He made everything, so the whole universe all 
belongs to him. Even we do. 
  
But humans didn’t want God to be King. We became rebels, wanting to be in charge instead. We 
wanted to be the emperor.  Of our own lives, and of others. When you get 6.6 billion little emperor-
wannabes on a little planet, it gets messy. That’s our world – a real mess.  We’re like renters in a 
house, pretending there’s no landlord. We live on this planet but ignore God and do what we want. 
We trash the planet, trash others, even ourselves. We figure we won’t have to pay up – There’s no 
landlord! we say.  But we will pay up.  Why? Because there really is a “landlord” – God! He’s the King. 
  
It would be worthwhile for you to read Genesis in the Bible. If you don’t have a Bible, I’ll be glad to get 
you one. But I think you have one? (I’ll help you get started, if you wish).  Genesis is fascinating, 
because it’s full of stories. By chapter three, you’ll come upon Clue #8, the crime scene. The first two 
humans, Adam and Eve, rejected God’s love. They rebelled against him and started the mess we’re 
in now. 
 
The rest of Genesis show how the ugliness grew. It’s like a bomb spreading deadly radiation. We’re 

all affected by the poison of their rebellion – that’s why we’re all in a 
mess.  Genesis gives us stories of people fighting God and each other. 
It’s depressing, seeing how dark human history became, how people 
started destroying the world and one another.  Even today we do this – 
lots of fights, lots of lies.  Our world’s full of anger and blame and shame 
and violence. And so many ways to hurt the planet, hurt our own lives! 

  
Genesis shows us God’s reaction too – he’s the King of the universe, remember. God doesn’t ignore 
it when we rebel against him. No, he’s determined to crush the rebellion and reclaim the earth for 
himself. That’s the Genesis story.  But it’s not all dark– Genesis gives us hope too. God brought some 
people back to himself – not many, but some. Like Noah and Abraham. The family of a dad named 
Jacob.  A teenager named Joseph. They stopped being rebels and started being followers. They 
returned to God instead of running from him. 
 
That’s what I had to do at one point in my life – that’s what I hope you’ll do too.  Remember our clue? 
Scene of the crime. We learn from Genesis why everything’s in a mess. Crime scenes are nasty – 
blood and gore, dead bodies, lots of sadness. 
  



Our world is nasty too. There’s disasters, disease and death. There’s rape and robbery, torture and 
murder. It’s an ugly mess! 

 
What’s God doing about it? At some point God the King will become God 
the Judge. He’s the landlord who must evict the bad renters – us! That’s the 
sobering part of our search. We’re all in trouble with God – we’re on the run 
from him.  But God doesn’t want to be our judge. Because of his love for us, 
he chose to be our Rescuer. He made a way for us to get back to him. 
That’s an important detective activity for us: How do we find the way back to 
God? We’ll talk more about it, next clue. 

  
Clue #8 says, God’s Word, the Bible, shows why the world’s in such a mess. And it shows why we’re 
all on our own, away from him. We think we’re king of this planet, king of ourselves. That means we’re 
in trouble with God, the real King. But there’s a way back to him – we must find it.  Two more clues! 
Any questions?  Let me know, k. 
  
  
Clue #9 - Corpse 
  
This is the most important clue I’ll send you. The others – Design, Beauty, Intelligence - helped you 
discover God is real and personal. The 7th Clue, Word, showed you God is communicating with us. 
The next one showed why we don’t listen to him.  Remember the Crime Scene, our rebellion against 
God, Clue #8? The whole planet all got polluted by it. It gave us a world full of I’m-the-King 
wannabes. Not the world God picked for us, no. It’s the world we picked for ourselves. Fighting and 
hating. Lying and abusing. We’re all affected.  Except for one person. One person didn’t get affected. 
Tragically, he ended up murdered. We’ll be homicide detectives this time, because we must 
investigate a murder. 
  
Clue #9 is Corpse. A body’s been found. 

Homicide detectives have the most serious job of all, catching a killer. 
They investigate why a murder happened, what’s the motive. They want 
to bring the murderers to justice.  Homicide detectives are careful to 
protect the crime scene. They don’t want it contaminated with DNA or 
fingerprints of uninvolved people. It would be a gross injustice if an 
innocent person got charged with the crime. 
  
That’s what’s happens at this crime scene. The body of an innocent man 

is discovered. We’ll investigate how he got there, what happened.  Who’s this innocent 
person?  Jesus. He was like us – human – but not like us. How was that?  He appeared on the planet 
mysteriously. His was a miracle birth, with a mother but no father. Most unusual! 
  
Angel choirs celebrated his birth, although his family was poor and obscure. Wise men worshipped 
him as King – even though he was just a peasant baby! Very strange!  His life was mysterious too. He 
taught brilliantly, although he had very little education. He explained God and life so clearly a child 
could understand.  He had supernatural powers. Not virtual ones... real ones! Out-of-this-world 
powers. Powers he used to help others, not help himself.  He could command a storm to stop with a 
word – Stop! He could cure any disease with a touch. He once called a dead man back to life – it 
happened instantly! 
 



Where did he get this miracle power? That’s what a detective would ask. He was a moral miracle too. 
He never did anything wrong, never – imagine that! He was totally innocent and pure. No lies. Never 
had a temper-tantrum.  No lust (so women were completely safe with him.) No fear or guilt. No 
shame. How could anyone be like this? 
  
There was never anyone like Jesus. Never ever. He was all-love. It flowed out of 
him like lava from a volcano.  He was God-in-a-body, God-as-a-human, God-in-
person. Like the rainbow, he radiated every color of God. All the clues we’ve 
examined come together in Jesus. He was the Designer, the Wise One, the 
Communicator, the Lover.  Your search as a spiritual detective leads you to this 
mysterious person Jesus! We discover all about him from the stories of men who 
knew him. Like his best friend John, who wrote about him.  And a doctor, Luke. 
  
What an amazing experience it must have been to meet him! It was life-changing for people, their 
encounter with Jesus. Of course it was! He’s the best person who ever lived!  People loved him, 
trusted him, followed him. (me too, now…) Poor widows, helpless sick men, the nobodies… anyone 
could become his friend.  But not everyone did, no. Some despised him – powerful leaders, for 
instance.   
 
He threatened their lifestyle. If they followed him, they’d have to change.  He exposed their hypocrisy. 
They pretended to be full of light, but were actually dark and dangerous inside.  He threatened their 
power. They lived for themselves, used and abused others. He called on them to love and serve 
instead. 
  
Remember we said an innocent man contaminated the crime scene? That person was Jesus. His 

enemies conspired together, captured him and tortured him. After a quick trial they 
declared him guilty, and executed him. In less than 24 hours they exterminated 
him. In the worst way they knew, they make him suffer. A cross.  It’s the most 
depressing Clue we’ll have, and the most puzzling. An innocent man murdered. 
 What’s the reason for this homicide? Why did everyone gang up on him? The 
religious leaders and the police did. The politicians and the military joined them. 
Even the crowd – people like you and me. They all conspired to crush him, treating 
him like road kill.  What’s going on, we ask, we spiritual detectives. 
  

Even more puzzling, why did Jesus volunteer to die this way? The Bible is clear: Jesus surrendered 
to the mob. He had supernatural powers, and could have gotten away 
easily. Why didn’t he use his powers to escape? Why choose to die?  
For love, the Bible says. What’s that mean?  That’s our Clue. A 
bloodied, battered corpse. The best person ever, God-in-a body like 
ours, dead. Why? 
  
That’s your assignment, spiritual homicide detective that you are, to 
figure out. We’ll have one more clue – I hope that’s all you need! 
 
 
 



Clue #10: Mystery 
 
Our last Clue! How long have we been spiritual detectives? Forever, it 
seems! Our files are full of facts about God now. We learned there’s a 
God from the design and beauty around us. Realized we’re unique. 
You’re unique! Even the retina of your eye is different from anyone 
else’s. 
 
We got to peek into God’s journal, the Bible, and read his deep thoughts.  And we stumbled on a 
corpse at the scene of a crime. Finding a corpse would be no fun, even for a detective. Imagine 
walking through some woods, enjoying the beauty, the birds, the flowers… Then stumbling over a 
dead body! What would we do?  Run? Scream? Faint? (Maybe all of the above...) 
 
And remember, the corpse we discovered in Clue #9 was that of an innocent person. The only 
person on the planet totally decent, totally the way God wanted.  Pure love, pure truth. Jesus. The 
Jesus story shows there’s something really, really wrong. Wrong with the way humans act –  how our 
culture acts. 

 
Why do I say this? Humans like us ganged up and tortured Jesus, so full 
of light and love! They killed him in the worst manner possible. Made 
sure he was dead. Then buried the corpse. The Jesus story shows us 
something’s wrong with you and me too. The poison of evil infects 
everyone on the planet. We know what it’s to hate others and be cruel 
towards them. We know how to crush goodness and promote badness. 
I’ve experienced that. 

 
But there’s a twist to this detective story, like every good story. A miracle twist. That’s the 9th Clue, 
the Mystery.  What’s the mystery?  The innocent One who got murdered didn’t stay dead! The 
corpse they buried came alive! It’s stupendous! Unheard of! Jesus is alive! 
 
This whole detective process made us aware there’s lots of mystery to us. Lots of reasons to say 
Wow!  It’s a mystery that we’re alive and so complex. Breathing, thinking, searching, interacting. And 
a mystery, why there’s so much evil in our culture, in ourselves.  A mystery, how we resist God, fight 
others and hurt ourselves. 
 
But the greatest Mystery is love! Love’s a total mystery. (if you fall in love with someone, you’ll know 
this well. J )  How come God loves us when we resist him so? When we’re trashing his planet? 
Hurting and hating others?  How come this love? It’s a mystery. 
 
We’re discovering his love just like we stumbled on the corpse. So unexpected, God’s love that gives 
and gives, and dies giving. Love for enemies!  Wow!  People couldn’t stand God’s love, the love they 
saw in Jesus. They killed him, remember? But here’s the best mystery. 
He didn’t stay dead! Jesus came alive, like he said he would!  When 
we die, we all stay dead. That’s a no-brainer – we all know this. But 
Jesus didn’t stay dead. Three days after he died, he came alive. Just 
like he promised his followers, he came alive again.  He’s the only one 
to do this. Only one ever! He’s alive! You can encounter him right 
now! 
 



His friends were shattered and broken, weeping because of his death. Then he showed up, appearing 
in the room they were hiding in. He terrified them when he showed up, he was so alive!  His friend 
Peter had failed him miserably. Lied to others after Jesus was arrested and said he didn’t even know 
him. But Jesus came alive, found Peter and restored the friendship. That’s love! Wow! 
 
Jesus came alive! He told his friends before he was killed, he’d come alive. 
He kept his promise! He’s alive right now. That’s the greatest mystery we’ve got to deal with as 
detectives!  Jesus says his death was God’s way to take away our sins. He says his new life can give 
us a fresh start, a new life. Think of all the ways we hurt ourselves, hurt others, hurt the planet... it’s 
forgiven! All our rebellion towards God, gone! As detectives, we have to ask, What does all this 
mean?  It’s a mystery God made us unique. A mystery he loves each of us personally. It’s a mystery 
of evil that we killed off the only Good Person, Jesus. And a mystery he came alive! 
 

How did he go from death to life? I can’t answer that one. I know this: God had the 
power to make life originally. Only God has the power to defeat death.  For us, death 
is Public Enemy #1. We fear it, loathe it. It captures and kills us. No one survives the 
final struggle with death. I won’t and you won’t.  But Jesus did. He’s God, so he’s 
stronger than death. Because he conquered death, he’s in control now.  All our clues 
come together in Jesus. He’s the Designer – he made everything, including us. He’s 
the Beautiful One – none more beautiful than he. 
 

Jesus is the Intelligent One, wise enough to keep the whole universe together. He’s the Word, 
God’s final way to communicate with us.  And he’s the Corpse-that-came-to-Life.  Why all of these 
clues? Because of them, we stop pretending God doesn’t exist, doesn’t matter. Stop trying to be a 
King/Queen-of-the-world. Stop rebelling against God. 
 
At some point we stop being a detective too. The clues, like a set of footprints, lead us up to Jesus. 

We must do something about him. Solve the mystery, we can say. 
How? We must stop being a rebel and start responding to God’s 
love. Start being a follower. We must open our lives to him. 

That was your challenge these last weeks. You had to solve the puzzle. The nine clues told you many 
things. 
…there’s a God 
     …who made you unique 
          …and loves you 
               ... who sent his son Jesus to the planet 
                    …and died to prove his love for you. 
 
And came alive. 

OK, some self-detecting. Let’s put the magnifying glass on ourselves. What are we 
going to do about Jesus? Maybe we’ve stumbled on him by surprise, like finding a 
corpse in the forest. Still, we must do something.  If Jesus is alive, then… Then he’s 
in control of death. And in control of the universe.  Will we let him be in control of our 
life? Or will we keep resisting his love? Keep running from him? 
At some point in my life, I surrendered. I let Jesus take control of my life. That’s 
where the clues led me. To Jesus. To his cross. To this corpse come alive.  And this 

living, loving Jesus now comes to you. Calls on you to stop ignoring God.  Stop trying to be in control. 
And give him control of your life. You get to make this decision! You can solve the final question for 
Clue #10, the Mystery, by saying Yes! It’s your mystery now, and you must respond. 


