
LOOK UP  
LESSON 

Clues 1-4 For The Curious  
By Paul Johnson 

Clue #1: Design 
I was really interested in a statement Teresa, a girl in ROOTS, wrote me a few years ago. 

I don't really know a lot about God. I'm willing to learn but clueless. :) 

I think we’re all clueless when we start trying to find God, figure him out. 
I told Teresa, you can be like a detective... 

 
Teresa’s now at ROOTS lots of the time, sometimes plays the keyboard for us, and became a 
Christian after getting the Clues.  Maybe I can also help you, like her, become clue-ful? (I don’t think 
that’s a word, btw J) Perhaps the Clues will show you how to find God and know him. 
 
How about a first Clue today, why Christians say there’s a God, and we can get to know him. You can 
think about it… 
 
Clue #1: Design 
There’s lots of design around us, (name). Very complicated designs. Like a 
fingerprint. Look at one of yours – your Right Hand index finger, let’s say. Hold it up 
and look closely – do you have a magnifying glass? 
 
Your fingerprint has design to it. In fact, it has a unique design. It’s different from all 
your other nine fingerprints. 
 
In all the world of 6.6 billion people, there’s no other fingerprint like yours! (this is how criminals get 
caught, right, if they leave fingerprints at the scene of a crime – it’s uniquely theirs). Amazing, (name), 
such design, in so small an area - maybe 8 sq. mm of space. 
 
Another design: your eye. The iris of your eye (and mine) is also unique. There’s none like it, in all the 
billions of humans. Here’s what one optometric physician (eye doctor) said:  

The color(s), texture, and patterns of each person’s iris are as unique as 
a fingerprint. 

Some companies even use this for security, to identify who can enter their 
building. Why? Because of the uniqueness of each iris. Design! 
 
A third design:  Orchids. My wife and I grow orchids – you could see them if 
you came to my home with ROOTS sometime.  (I live in Cochrane, a few 
kilometers west of Calgary). They are amazing flowers – there are more than 30,000 kinds! – with 
amazing design to them. 

 
One of the most interesting is called the Bucket Orchid – like in the diagram. One 
scientist commented: 
These orchids have an intricate mechanism by which bees are attracted, trapped, and 
then released. 
It’s designed very ingeniously, to spread the pollen when the bees fall in, then climb 
out. Very unusual! 
 
There’s lots more examples– design is everywhere around us. 



When you have a design, you have a designer. Someone who conceptualized it, picked the right 
features, and designed it. This is so straightforward we don’t even think about it. We see designs 
everywhere around us – in signs, in constructing buildings. We all know someone designed these 
things. 
 

For instance, let’s say a girl has a T-shirt with a design on it, like the one in the 
photo (made me laugh!):  Boys are stupid, throw rocks at them!. 
  
If you see the T-shirt, then you can say,  
Someone designed that T-shirt! It just didn’t happen by accident.  
We might also say, Whoever designed it, they hate boys! J (or they have a 
strange sense of humor!) 
 
Someone picked the font, the letter size, the colors for the T-shirt. It has a 

designer who made all these choices. 
 
Same with our world, and our bodies. We can see design all around us. 
 
So our Clue #1 is Design.  If there’s a design, then there must be a Designer! 
 
Christians say the Designer of everything is God – someone who designed everything, including us. 
And if he designed us, then we must ask, does this Designer have a design, a plan, for my life? 
 
He does. God has a plan for your life – a Dream – and you can discover it! For me too, he has a 
Dream. He wants you to get to know him, to become your Father, and you become his child. He 
wants you to love him back, because he loves you. 
 
Is this helpful, being a detective, this 1st clue? Hope so…  
 
 
Clue #2: Information 
 
I hope you liked Clue #1! It was the Clue, Design… If there’s design, there’s a designer. All around 
us there’s design. So who designed it? Christians say God. 
 
Being a detective isn’t easy – you have to find lots of clues, and good ones. Then you have to fit them 
all together, to solve the problem. 
 
Maybe you’re a detective investigating a crime scene. A murder. You find some squiggly lines – just a 
few of them. You ask yourself, Is this just random lines, or is it a partial fingerprint? If so, is it the 
criminal’s?  You’re not sure – you have to figure it out. 
 
Or let’s say you go on a mountain hike.  ROOTS will go on a hike sometime into the mountains – let’s 

say you decide to come with us. While you’re walking, you see a rock by the path. Is 
that a clue for something? Don’t think so. 
 
But what if you see a stack of rocks, like the photo? Now you wonder,  Hmmm… that 
didn’t just happen by accident.  Someone did that! What are they trying to tell me? 
 



That’s our next one, Clue #2: Information One rock doesn’t tell you anything. But five rocks…? Now 
the rocks communicate something: you’re on the right path. (Of course, the rocks aren’t actually 
communicating – it’s the person who stacked them up.) 
 
Let’s take another walk.  Now you’re strolling down the beach by the ocean – you’re on vacation. As 
you walk, you notice rocks scattered in the sand. You’re a detective, remember. So… any clues here? 
Any communication to you? No, probably not.  They’re just rocks on the beach. 
 
But as you keep walking, you suddenly discover more rocks. These are different. They’re not random. 
There’s design to them.  And the design has information. It’s communicating something to you: I love 
you! (Or to someone, anyway) 
 
It’s a no-brainer. Someone did this.  Not the waves. Not the sea 
gulls dropping stones. Not just by accident.  No, some person 
used the rocks to communicate love to another person. You look 
around – who is it? 
 
Clue #2 asks, is there information around us that points to God?  
Information in the design, so we can say,  There’s a Person out 
there, communicating to us. I think so.  For instance, body cells. They’re dense with information. 
 
Someone estimated there are 9999000000000000 bajillion cells in our body  
(Made me laugh  – there’s no such word as bajillion…) There’s tons, anyway. Cells are the building 
blocks– Lego blocks, we could say – of our bodies. 

 
Like red blood cells. You’ve got about 30 trillion of them in your 
blood. Each red blood cell’s very tiny – very!  About 3 microns in 
size, each of them. (That means about 5 million fit on a pinhead. 
Yikes!) 
 
Each cell is packed with information. Amazing amounts of 
information.   One scientist said,  
…each cell in the human body contains more information  

than in all 30 volumes of the Encyclopedia Britannica.” 
Have you ever seen a row of encyclopedia books in a library?   Wow! 
 
Some of the information in the cell is packed into the DNA molecule. (We’ll talk more about DNA in 
another clue.) DNA communicates clearly – yours does!  

This is (name).  
There’s no one else like him/her.  
She’s unique. 

That’s one way police detectives catch criminals. DNA they find at the scene of a crime points to the 
murderer, in addition to the fingerprint. DNA’s unique. No one else has the same DNA information. 
 
For Clue #2, we can say,  

There’s information embedded in the designs all around us.  
If there’s information, then someone put it there.  
Someone who’s trying to communicate with us. 



Christians say that this “someone” is God. God put the information in our DNA. It’s information that 
says You’re unique. I made you – there’s no one like you in the whole world.  
 
God’s trying to communicate with us. Like the rocks in the sand, he’s saying, I love you!  You’re 
important to me! He does, (name)! He loves you! And he wants you to get to know him, so you can 
love him back. 
 
Hope this Clue #2 helps you think more about God, (name). First, design. Now, information. 
 
We’ll look at more ways in the coming Clues. 
 
 

Clue #3: Beauty 
 
Hope you’re enjoying being a detective! A spiritual detective... I hope so!  And I hope you’re finding 

clues that point to God. Then you can get to know him and love him, like 
we do at ROOTS. 
 
Already we have two clues, Design and Information. But someone might 
say, those aren’t clues at all. There’s no real designer, no information. It’s 
all by accident, by chance. 
 
For a detective, that attitude’s foolish.  Like this: say your friend’s wearing a 
T-shirt. (This one made me laugh too…). Someone sees it and says, Ha-
ha, I know what happened! You’re puzzled. What do you mean, what 
happened? They say, She was walking through a paint factory, right, 

and… And there was an explosion! A big bang! It splashed paint on her shirt, and wow!!!!  Her shirt 
looks like that. 
 
Know what?  You’d stare at them and ask, You think this T-shirt happened by accident? Really? And 
you’re thinking to yourself, Are they nuts? 
 
Some people look at the design all around them, and say, No way! There’s no Designer! They believe 
it all happened by accident. Unique fingerprints… just by chance. Unique DNA for each person… just 
an accident. A Christian hears this and thinks, Are they nuts? 
 
Detectives have to really think. Not only find the clues, but figure out what they 
mean, and solve the problem. Same with us, when we’re spiritual detectives. 
 
Here’s another, Clue #3: Beauty. Why is there beauty around us? More than 
design.  More than information. There’s Beauty - artistry - all around us. Why?  
That’s our next spiritual detective question. Christians say the clue points to 
God.  He loves beauty and created a beautiful world for our pleasure. 
 
Remember the rocks on the beach in Clue #2? They spelled I love you. We 
realized, a designer’s been here (a lover too…). Now let’s add beauty.  What if 
the design and information, the I love you, now becomes beautiful, like the 
photo? There’s an artist at work! That’s what a detective would say. If there’s 
art, there’s an artist. 



 
Same with hearing a song. We’d know a composer fit the sounds together in trills and triads and 
arpeggios, making beautiful music. The beauty of music.  When we hear a great violinist play, it 
affects us deeply. Perhaps we cry, it’s so touching. Joshua Bell is a famous violinist.He talked about 
and played Chaconne by Johann Sebastian Bach (here): 

…one of the greatest achievements of any man in history...  a spiritually powerful piece…  
emotionally powerful, structurally perfect. 

Joshua Bell knew the music didn’t happen by accident. It had a composer. Bach was a brilliant artist, 
creating beauty through music.  (You can watch the song Chaconne here.) 

 
We look around, (name)… beauty everywhere! We gaze at a rose, bend over to 
smell, and say, Ah, how beautiful! A detective wonders, An artist did that, the 
smell, the color! But who? And how?  The day ends in a glorious sunset, the sky 
ablaze with colors. Beautiful!  Who’s the artist? we ask, puzzled. 
 
Or we behold a baby – like I did, as I held my granddaughter recently. So 
beautiful, this new creation! Who made such beauty?  A horse running, a cat 
jumping. The shimmer of a waterfall.  A rainbow. Sometimes it make our heart 
ache, such beauty! 
 

Even mathematics has beauty to it – how strange! One mathematician said,  Beauty is the first test: 
there is no permanent place in this world for ugly mathematics." 
 
Clue #3 makes us say,  

There’s beauty all around us.  
If there’s beauty, then there’s an Artist who loves beauty. 
That Artist wants to affect us with his beautiful creativity. 

  
Christians say that someone is God, (name). He’s the most beautiful Being of all! He’s the Artist-God, 
cram(name) our world with beauty. He wants us to say, Wow! Amazing!  He wants us to long for 
him, this beautiful God.  Know what? He’ll make you beautiful, if you’ll let him! God plans to make you 
a masterpiece: 

…we are God’s masterpiece! He’s created us anew in Christ Jesus,  
so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago. 

 
He has a plan for you, remember! He’ll make something beautiful of your life. 
Even the worst life, the most trashed… God will make it beautiful, if they’ll let him. When you find God, 
and learn about Jesus, you’ll discover the richest beauty. That’s my desire for you! One of the 
benefits of being a spiritual detective is… you get to join in the beauty! 
 
Hope this Clue #3 helps you think more about God! Design. Information. Now Beauty. 
 
 
 
Clue #4: Complexity 
 
Our 3rd Clue was Beauty. Beauty pointing to an artist who loves and creates it. It points to a beautiful 
God, Christians say.  But there’s a problem. Did you spot it? If we’re spiritual detectives, we face a 
problem.  Here it is: it’s not all beautiful around us. There’s ugliness too. Lots of it! 



 
Nature gets ugly – like the 2008 earthquake in the province, Sichuan. So many killed, so many!  
Thousands of students crushed to death, sitting in their classes. How awful! That's the opposite from 
beautiful.  There’s more. The ugliness of babies born with handicaps. The ugly way people treat 
others, mean and nasty. Slavery. Torture. People even abusing little children. 
  
Then there’s death – that’s the ugliest of all. Death is never pretty, never beautiful.  It makes a 
detective ask, if there’s a God of beauty, where did ugliness come from? 
 
Can you think of an answer?  (it’s a hard puzzle… you’ll need to be a really good detective!) 
We’ll come back to this in a future email, k, after you’ve thought about it.  So far, three clues. Design. 
Information. Beauty. Let’s add the 4th Clue: Complexity. 
 

All around us, everything’s complicated. Incredibly so, actually. When we were 
little kids, remember how we’d squat down and watch ants and caterpillars? So 
tiny! So soft! All those legs!  It made us say WOW!  We should keep saying 
WOW! even when we grow up, because life’s full of wonder.  Let’s say you picked 
something to study – that caterpillar in the garden, your left hand, a pine tree, 

your tongue – anything. You could study that one thing all your life and never learn everything. WOW! 
It’s that complex. 
 
Your eye, for instance – so complicated. (here). When a light 
photon hits the retina (at the back), it starts a chemical trail into 
the brain. There’s thousands of chemical reactions going on. 
Tens of thousands! Every minute there’s that many! Mind-
boggling. 
 
All parts of the eye, all the different chemicals, must work 
together for us to see. It would take our lifetime to study it – and 
remember, we’d not know everything.  Even to study the retina…  
It’s totally complex. Here’s what one scientist says: 

The retina is probably the most complicated tissue in the whole body.  Millions of nerve cells 
interconnect in a fantastic number of ways to form a miniature ‘brain’.  
Much of what the photoreceptors ‘see’ is interpreted and processed by the retina long before it 
enters the brain. 

 
I don’t even understand all the meaning in those sentences! JBut I know it points to our clue: 
Complexity. 
Here’s something about the eye I just learned: vibrations. What? We’re spiritual detectives, checking 
out eyes, and discover, WOW!, our eyes are always moving. Three different kinds of movements, in 

fact. (here) One movement is called tremors. 
Tremors… continuously and rapidly wobble your eyeball about its center in a 
circular fashion. They cause the cornea and retina (front and back) of your 
eyes to move in circles with incredibly minute diameters of approximately 
1/1000 (.001) of a millimeter, or .00004 inch. 
We don’t even know our eyes are moving like this. Here’s the WOW!: we 
couldn’t see if these teeny, tiny eye-wobbles weren’t happening. Totally 
complex! 
 



Clue #4 makes us say,  
Everything’s so complicated.  
There must be a Complex Mind somewhere. 
A Mind that knows everything about everything, at once! WOW! 

 
Christians say that Complex Mind is God. Beyond brilliant, beyond complicated. A fabulous Person. 
Here’s the best part. He knows everything all about us. (there’s a song in the Bible that talks about 
this, here). Even though he knows everything, he invites us to get to know him. To become his friend. 
To come into his family – yes, he has a family!  It’s a bit surprising, as a spiritual detective, to find an 
invitation in the middle of your search! WOW! (This wasn’t in your job description as a detective!) 
 
One more WOW!: God’s infinitely complex. That means we can start to get to know him right now, 
yes. To the end of eternity (which has no end J), we’ll not know everything about him. I get brain-
freeze, trying to think that!  That’s the God Christians connected to, because of Jesus. I’ll do all I can 
to help you, as you get to know this Brilliant, Complex Mind that we call God! 
 
 


