
Pastor John’s 2020 Congregational Report


When I was young my brother and I always loved to watch The A-Team.  If you could find them, 
this crack commando unit would solve your problems that no one else could solve.  The end of 
each episode would wrap up nicely with Hannibal Smith proudly proclaiming “I love it when a 
plan comes together” as he would light up his cigar.  As I reflect back on this year, like Hannibal 
Smith, I had many plans for 2020 that included wrapping up my time in ministry with you all, 
getting a prolonged time to say goodbye, celebrating one last Easter and Christmas the way 
they should be celebrated, and so much more.  Instead all of our plans for 2020 looked less 
like Hannibal’s confident success and more like the chaotic unpredictability of Howling 
Maddog Murdock.  If you’ve seen A-Team it’ll make sense.  If not, I’m sure you still get my 
point.  We’ve all had plans for this year that were ruined, put on hold, or altered in significant 
ways that have left us disappointed, angry, and upset.  Of course this is all on top of the deep 
grief we have experienced as a nation and as communities as 200,000+ have died and 8.4M+ 
have become ill to this virus. 


I never envisioned spending more time editing worship videos, than time in actual worship 
planning.  More time recording, re-recording, and editing sermon videos than actually writing 
the sermon.  Learning how to broadcast worship over the internet, Zoom, Facebook, live-
streaming, broadcasting over FM radios to vehicles, all so that we can continue to worship in 
the midst of a pandemic.  I never thought I would be sitting in the hospital parking lot on the 
roof of my car visiting patients or standing outside in the rain while praying through a window 
with grieving loved ones due to quarantine.  As I ponder all the unexpected and unpredictable 
ministry moments from this past year, I’ve been finding myself reflecting back to the 12 years of 
ministry with you and realizing that much of it has been unexpected and unpredictable.  I never 
thought I would wind up in Indiana to begin with or find myself in the middle of a church 
consolidation or wearing a realtor’s hat.  I could go on and on with the ministry moments that 
were unexpected or where I felt totally unprepared from what the seminary had trained me for.  
But through all of this time in ministry together we have learned what it means to trust in God 
and to follow the nudging of the Holy Spirit during uncertain moments and times.  God has led 
us this far and the Holy Spirit continues to help us navigate these new uncharted days the 
church finds itself in. 


My prayer for all of us, as 2020 comes to an end and the pandemic doesn’t appear to be, is 
that we continue to put our trust in God and allow the Holy Spirit to continue to lead us.  Trust 
in God doesn’t look like not taking safety precautions because God will protect us.  Instead 
trust in God looks like what we have lived and experienced as a congregation together through 
our own challenging times: that if we enter in to a time of uncertainty with prayer, faith, and a 
commitment to work together with God and each other, new hope, energy, and life can rise up.  
Death is real.  Pain is real.  Grief is real.  We have experienced all of that together.  We have 
also experienced resurrection, new life, new hope, and so much joy together.  


This is not the plan I had to conclude my call here.  If I learned anything from our ministry 
together it is that it has never been about my plan or our plan, but it has always been about 
God’s plan and following where the Holy Spirit leads us to achieve that plan.  I thank you for 
trusting me to take this incredible journey with you.  It doesn’t feel right to say goodbye in 
times like these and maybe over the next two months we will find the best way to do that.  But 
for now I hope you know that it has been an incredible honor to be your pastor.  While I 
personally and professionally have no idea what is next for me and my family, I will continue to 
join you in trusting God and following the nudging of the Holy Spirit, wherever that may lead.  


With Hope, 

Pastor John                           



