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The season of Advent begins today, the fourth Sunday before Christmas.  The word 
“Advent” means “coming” or “drawing near.”  During this season, Christians 

throughout the world prepare for the anniversary of Christ’s first coming through 
reflection on our yearning for wholeness and salvation.  Such reflection can serve to 
heighten our sense of anticipation for the Christ child’s birth, which we will celebrate 
on Christmas.  The Advent seasons reminds us that Christ will come again at the end 

of time to reign over heaven and earth in majesty. 

In 1934, Dean Milner-White (an Anglican priest) created A Procession with Carols on 
Advent Sunday for use at King’s College Chapel basing it on his earlier Lessons and 
Carols for Christmas.  In the preface for this new service, Milner-White wrote: “In the 

old English liturgies, the Advent Offices made a preparation for the coming of our Lord 
to this earth far more vivid and eager than those of our present Prayer Book.  So an 

Advent Carol Service, if without precedent, is not without suitability, if it helps to 
express ‘the desire of all nations and ages.’”  The purpose of the service is “not to 

celebrate Christmas, but to expect it.” 

The main theme of this service is “the development of the loving purposes of God…” 
seen “through the windows and words of the Bible.”  May this morning’s time of script 

and song bring you a rich sense of God’s love and presence this Advent season. 

GATHER

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

HYMN        People, Look East ELW 248



BIDDING PRAYER
Beloved in Christ, as we await the great festival of Christmas, let us prepare ourselves 
so that we may be shown its true meaning.  

Let us hear, in lessons from Holy Scripture, how the prophets of Israel foretold that 
God would visit and redeem the waiting people.

Let us rejoice, in our carols and hymns, that the good purpose of God is being mightily 
fulfilled.

Let us celebrate the promise that our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, will bring all 
peoples and all things into the glory of God’s eternal kingdom.  The blind receive their 
sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised 
up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them.

But first, let us pray for the world that God so loves, for those who have not heard the 
good news of God, or who do not believe it; for those who walk in darkness and the 
shadow of death; and for the Church in this place and everywhere, that it may be freed 
from all evil and fear, and may in pure joy lift up the light of the love of God.  These 
prayers and praises let us humbly offer to God, in the words that Christ himself taught 
us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING       Isaiah 40:1-8
To God’s people in exile in a faraway land, the prophet Isaiah announces good news: 

God is coming back, and bringing the exiles home. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.


HYMN   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (vs 1-3) ELW 257



SECOND READING  Jeremiah 23:3-6
The prophet Jeremiah offers hope for a righteous branch,  

a just king who is yet to come. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.


HYMN   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (vs 4-6) ELW 257

THIRD READING Zechariah 9:9-10
To a nation grown weary of war and weapons,  

God promises a king who will establish a reign of peace. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.


HYMN     Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus ELW 254

FOURTH READING        Haggai 2:6-9
The prophet Haggai promises to God’s people 

a temple even more glorious than the temple of old. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.


HYMN  Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding! (vs 1, 3 & 5) ELW 246

FIFTH READING        Isaiah 35:1-6
The prophet Isaiah announces the renewal both of the land and of God’s people  

on the coming day of redemption. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.


HYMN  Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming ELW 272
 

SIXTH READING  Luke 1:26-35, 38
The angel Gabriel announces to the virgin Mary  

that she will give birth to a ruler whose reign shall never end. 



The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.


HYMN    Of the Father’s Love Begotten (vs 1, 3 & 5) ELW 295

SEVENTH READING         Mark 1:1-15
Jesus proclaims the coming of the kingdom of God. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.


HYMN    On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry ELW 249

OFFERING
MEAL

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.


Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.


Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Holy God, the Beginning and the End, our Salvation and our Hope, we praise you for 
creating a world of order and beauty. When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair,

you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy. At this end of the ages your 
Son Jesus came to bring us your love and to heal all the suffering world.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.



Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, we await his coming again in 
righteousness and peace.  Send your Spirit on us and on this bread and wine we 
share: strengthen our faith, increase our hope, and bring to birth the justice and joy of 
your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your 
holy Church, both now and forever.
Amen.

COMMUNION INVITATION
In this meal, righteousness and peace meet together.  Come, take your place at the 
table. 
Amen. 

COMMUNION
All are welcome at God’s table. 

Communion instructions will be shared verbally.

COMMUNION HYMNS    Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn ELW 242
  My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness ELW 251

COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.
Amen. 

SENDING

BLESSING
Go forth into the world in peace; be of good courage; hold fast that which is good; 
render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the 
afflicted; honor everyone; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy 
Spirit.  And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, + the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
upon you, and remain with you always.
Amen.



HYMN       Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers ELW 244 

PEACE & DISMISSAL
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

Together in Faith, we share Christ’s love with all through word and action.
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