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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR JES: 

The seasons of Lent is focused around three practices: fasting, prayer, and alms-
giving.  During the forty days of Lent we are encouraged to pick one of these 
practices and invest ourselves into them as a way of drawing closer to God.  


The most common Lenten practice of these three that Christians tend to choose is to 
fast, participating in the sacrificial practice of giving up something or letting go of 
something for the forty day season.  It is the most common Lenten practice because 
it is a form of self-improvement, which is something that we all strive for in our lives.  
Now to fast is to choose something- a behavior, a practice, a food- something that 
interferes with your relationship with God and remove it from your life for a set 
amount of time.  I have heard this practice shift a bit recently too as I have heard 
people say that instead of giving something up for Lent they choose to add a new 
good habit into their lives.  Either way, if you give something up for Lent or choose to 
add a new habit into your life, the goal behind fasting is to draw closer to God.


So I wonder what it is that you are thinking about or planning to give up this Lent? 
Will it be something simple, something you do each year like giving up chocolates or 
mindless TV watching, social media or eating out, red meat or gossiping, alcohol or 
coffee?   Will it be something unique that promotes the care of creation and raises 
awareness like hot showers or bottled water, using straws or not using electricity 
after certain hours?  Will it be something that will take more energy and will power 
like anger, negative self talk, stress eating, using sarcasm, comparison, or the need 
to be right at all costs?  Will you let go of weighing yourself every day, checking your 
email or social media accounts every hour, clutter around your house, an addiction, 
trying to control others, or worrying what others think about you?  Or will you add 
reading your Bible, praying daily, calling a loved one regularly, volunteering, or doing 
random acts of kindness to your life?


What will you give up, let go of, or add into your life that draws you into a deeper 
relationship with God?


+ Blessings

Pastor Jes
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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH CURRENT FINANCE OVERVIEW

Period Ending 1/31/2023 *this is the most up-to-date accounting we had at the time of printing the newsletter

ACCOUNT BALANCES MONTHLY ACTUAL BUDGETTED VARIANCE

INterra Checking $18,194.44 Jan. General Giving $16,838 $22,119 $5,281

INterra Savings (Funds) $72,590.55 Jan. Expenses $17,581.11 $22,119 $4,537.89

Total Cash $90,784.99 -$743.11

YEAR TO DATE ACTUAL BUDGETTED VARIANCE

FUND BALANCES 
(INTERRA SAVINGS) 

YTD General Giving $16,838 $22,119 $5,281

Building $12,444 YTD Expenses $17,581.11 $22,119 $4,537.89

Youth $9,169.11 -$743.11

Memorials $42,667.18

Sabbatical $825.04 GENERAL GIVING IN: 2023 2022 2021

Women’s $1,283.90 January $16,838 $13,659.00 $16,832.00

Discretionary $3,300.96 February $13,432.00 $15,945.00

Funeral Dinners $2,948.87 March $16,051.81 $24,669.00

Interest $33.60 April $15,131.00 $21,989.00

Total Funds $72672.66 May $16,100.50 $18,927.00

June $14,136.00 $17,983.00

July $14,060.00 $22,390.02

Elkhart Community Foundation $381,102.34 August $20,247.00 $18,414.00

as of 12/31/2022 September $15,752.00 $20,413.00

October $15,605.00 $19,895.00

November $13,053.58 $26,672.53

December $23,309 $25,797.42



Faith Lutheran Church Newsletter Lent 2023

3

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES DURING LENT

LENTEN SERIES: ASK 
During Lent, Pastor Jes will 
be sharing a Sunday series 
titled “Ask.”  We will be 
encouraged to ask 
questions.  Questions can 
sometimes feel like taboo, 
forbidden or even an 
obstacle to our faith. The 
truth is questioning is an 
essential part of our faith 
which helps lead us to a 
deeper and more 
meaningful spiritual life.  We 
invite you to open your 
minds, let curiosity help you 
wonder and Ask. 


MID-WEEK LENTEN SERVICE 
Wednesdays during Lent 
we’ll gather at noon for a 
brief Iona Morning Prayer 
Service.  Join us on March 
1, 8, 15, 22 and 29. 

More will be shared regarding the Holy 
Week schedule, mark your calendars now: 

Palm Sunday April 2,  9:00 am 
Maundy Thursday April 6,  6:00 pm 

Good Friday April 7,  6:00 pm 
Easter Sunday on April 9,  9:00 am
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COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Steve Kercher

Treasurer 


Sam Martin

Property Liaison 


term ends 12/31/25 

Susi Miller 

Christian Edu Liaison

term ends 12/31/23 

Libby Morrical

President


term ends 12/31/23 

Sue Schrameyer

Worship & Music Liaison


term ends 12/31/24 

Dale Troyer

Vice President


Finance Liaison

term ends 12/31/24 

Pam VanderWey 

Secretary


Community Min. Liaison

term ends 12/31/23 

Barry Younghans

EConnect Liaison

Hospitality Liaison


term ends 12/31/25 

E-CONNECT UPDATE: 

Hello, congregation!  It has been a few months since the 
last update from the E-connect team (see December 
4th letter/email from Pastor Jes), so we thought we would 
let you know what we have been up to and share what we 
have learned.

 

As you know the Ecumenical Connect (E-Connect) process 
is a multi-year commitment.  Some initial steps involve 
completing “Spiritual Transformation Development 
Activities,” which help to develop our ‘spiritual muscle.’  
One activity was for the team to complete a service project 
together, which we did in February by volunteering for 
Soup of Success in Elkhart.  It was a lot of fun and helped 
the team grow stronger OUTSIDE of the comfort zone of 
our church walls. . .and was also a great opportunity to 
hear some wonderful Barry Younghans ‘dad’ jokes.  The E-
connect team is not the only ones building spiritual 
muscles; part of the activities involve the congregation 
working with the team, with the next event being Shrove 
Tuesday hosted by the E-connect team.  While stuffing 
yourself with pancakes there will be discussion questions 
at each table to spur conversation.

 

You may recall a congregational vitality survey that was 
distributed in December, either completing a paper copy at 
church or doing the survey online.  At the February E-
connect meeting the team reviewed the results with the 
support staff from Synod.  We will be going through the 
results further with the congregation, but here are a couple 
highlights:  


We scored ourselves within the 3.3 to 3.5 (out of 5) range 
for our connecting with God, connecting with each other, 
and connecting with the world.  Some team members were 
surprised by these numbers, but during the team’s 
discussion of the results, we talked about how every 
member’s definition for ‘connecting’ may differ.  We also 
looked at demographics, and noted our population is 
heavily-biased with those 65 and older.


CONTINUED ON FOLLOWING PAGE
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E CONNECT UPDATE, CONT’D 

Keep listening and check the bulletin for upcoming events, 
as the E-connect team starts to reach out into the 
congregation, and we build our ‘spiritual muscle’ together.
 
Very truly yours,
Chris Shively
E-connect Team Member

ECONNECT TEAM 

 Karen Gruntman


Pastor Jes King


Janae Kline


Chris Shively

 


Karen Steffensen

 


Carla Yoder


Barry Younghans


Ed Furtig (Mentor)


Please keep our 
EConnect Team 
members in your 

prayers.

A Lenten 
Practice: 

• Take a 
moment to 
reflect on the 
word of the 
day.  


• Snap a photo.

• Post on your 

Facebook or 
Instagram.


• Tag Faith or 
use the 
hashtag 
#faithgoshen 
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FELLOWSHIP & MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES IN LENT

7TH SUNDAY 

The 7th Sunday is 
as a way for us to 
learn more about 

the ministries in our 
greater community 
and ways in which 
we can participate 
in these ministries.  
Please join us on 

Sunday, March 5 to 
hear about 

Lutheran Outdoor 
Ministries Indiana- 

Kentucky.

CHURCH CHOIR @EASTER 
Calling out for voices of all ages, men 
& women…everyone is welcome to 
come make a joyful noise in worship 

at Faith!  

Faith’s choir will be preparing an 

anthem for Easter Sunday, practices 
will be held following worship.


Sunday, March 19th

Sunday March 26th and 

maybe Sunday April 2nd 


Please let Michele Murto or the office 
know that you will be singing.

HELP PROVIDE FOOD FOR FELLOWSHIP 
TIME OR SUNDAY SCHOOL BREAKFASTS  

Sign up online or on long table at church 
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HAPPENINGS DURING THE EPIPHANY SEASON

On January 7th we 
hosted a Paint with 
Pastor event where 

Pastor Jes taught us 
how to paint a snowman 
scene.  Pastor Jes plans 
to host another event in 

the spring.

Our Annual (minus covid years) 
Chili Cook-off & Dessert Bake-off 
Youth Fundraiser took place on 

January 22 and was a successful 
event.  We raised $700 to go to 
the Youth Fund that will be used 
to off-set the cost of the youth 

going to the ELCA Youth 
Gathering in the summer of 2024.  


The Chili Cook-off winner was 
Dave Carlson with McKenna Deal 

as the runner up.  The Dessert 
Bake-off winner was Jean Martin 

with Lisa Younghans as the 
runner up.

The Newport 
& Unrue 
children 

enjoying All 
God’s 

Children time.


Pastor Jes 
preached in a 
chicken hat!
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CELEBRATIONS IN LENT 
(February 22 to April 10)


*if your special date was missed, please contact Dena in the office

ANNIVERSARIES 

3/14	 Ryan & Pam 

	 VanderWey

3/17	 Mike & Tammy Yoder

3/19	 Kevin & Peters

3/21	 Brain & Sally Holloman

3/23	 Mike & Jennifer Anglin

BIRTHDAYS 

2/25  	Lilly Smith

2/27	 Susi Miller

2/28	 Josh Kline


3/10	 Brad Arnsdorf

3/16	 Jillian Shively

3/18	 Jeff Patcheak

3/20	 Elkah DeVoe

3/20	 Ron Kehr

3/20	 Tommy Vaughn

3/25	 Frank Piaskowy

3/26	 Pam VanderWey

3/28	 LaVonne Unrue

3/28	 LaVonne Yoder

3/31	 Linda Blum


4/6	 Polly Chevalier

4/7	 Henry Newport

4/8	 Colleen Gall Arnsdorf

4/9	 Dave Hess

BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS 

2/22	 Connor Deal


3/3	 Lauren Murto

3/5	 Carson Deal

3/9	 Jennifer Unrue

3/20	 Mark Coleman

3/20	 Sue Kirkpatrick

3/29	 Kathy Johnson

3/31	 Kevin Peters


4/3	 Chris Kidd

4/10	 Doris Cripe

4/10	 Avah DeVoe

If we missed your 
birthday, baptismal 

birthday, or anniversary 
please let us know in 

the office.

LIVING CHURCH DIRECTORY ADDITIONS, CHANGES & 
CORRECTIONS 

Please note the following changes and corrections in 
your Living Church Directory.  We encourage you to 
check your email from Faith for the specific details ( and 
make the necessary changes in your directory at home.

Updated sheets are also available on the entry table at 
church. Contact Dena in the office if you have new 
contact information or if you need a directory.


CHANGES: 

- Addition to the Osborne family as Emily & Alex 

welcomed baby Emersyn Marie Osborne on 2/16.  
Proud grandparents are Brad & Colleen Gall Arnsdorf!
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OFFICE HOURS 

Monday to Friday 

9 am to 4 pm


 

If you have an emergency call the 

church number and follow the 
prompts to get ahold of Pastor Jes


Text or Call: (574) 533-5760

Email: faith@faithgoshen.com


Website: faithgoshen.com 

Pastor Jes is off on Mondays.


SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 
Bible Study @ 8:00 am


Sunday worship @9:00 am

Sunday school & Fellowship


@10:00 am


Faith Lutheran Church

202 S Greene Rd

Goshen IN 46526


Good Shepherd Preschool, 

a ministry of Faith Lutheran:


574-533-3773


Website: gspgoshen.com

Pints with Pastor during Lent will be 3/2 and 
4/6 (following Maundy Thursday services)


at Goshen Brewing Company

mailto:faith@faithgoshen.com
http://www.apple.com

